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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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Xy consequence of the universal interest ej:cited at 
present bff the su^ect of BvRGu Reform, we judged 
it might he acceptable to the PubUc to reprint the 

JbUomng ^^Repokt'' presented htf the Commttee of 
the House of Commons in 1793, as containing the 
most authentic and complete BurghHistory^ compiled 

Jrom original doctanents, to which, for the benefit of- 
the English reader, a translation of the various 
Charters, <§r. is now added. 
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REPORT, &c. 



The Committee to whom it was referi?od tQ 
examine the sevearal Petitioas presented tosthis 
House> in this Session of Parliament, ftomi 
the Royal Burghs of Scotland, together with 
the several Accounts and Papers reiating to 
the internal Government of the said Royal 
Burghs, which were presented to this House 
in the last Parliament, have, pursij^nt to the 
Order of the House, examined the same ac- 
cordingly; and have arranged their Proceed- 
ings under the following Heads: — 



1* The Ancient Constitution of the Royal. 
Bu2:ghs, and the Modes in wkkh the Ma^aUatea 
aiwl Common Councils were ejected, J^C 

2. The present Mock of Etefition of the Magi- 
stratcij and Con^awn Coniwiliaic /^^ ^7 
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et Statute' 



S. Whether Taxes have been imposed without 
the authority of Parliament, or a greater sum levied 
in name of, or tdgether with the Cess> Stent, or 
Land Tax, than is paid to Government, and is ex- 
pended in the Collection, taken together. ^ V/ 

4. The Amount of the Annual Revenues of the 
Royal Burghs. 

5. Whether the lands and other heritable pro- 
perty of the Royal Burghs have been alienated by 
the Magistrates and Common Councils, and in 
what manner; and whetlier debts have been con- 
tracted, or the common property dilapidated. . 

1. With respect to the ancient Constitution 
of the Royal Burghs, and the Modes in which 
the Magistrates and Common Councils were 
elected. 

It is stated in the Petitions, that, by the ancient 
Constitutions of the Royal Burghs, and by the ex- 
press words of their charters, the Magistrates and 
Common Councils were dected annually, by the 
free suflBrage of the Burgesses; but that, by acts of 
the Scottish Parliament 1469, and 1474, it was 
ordained, that the Old Council should chuse the 
New, that the New and tlie Old Councils should 
chuse the Officers, and that four persons out of the 
Old should be chosen yeiarly into the New Coun- 
cils. 
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la obedience to an order for copies of the Char- 
ters, and Setts of the Royal Burghs, sixty-three^thc 
Royal Burghs produced copies of Charters. The 
Town Clerk of Kirkwall certified, that the Charters 
of that Burgh could not be read by him; and the 
Burghs of Lochmaben and CraiU did not m^e 
any return at all to the order respecting the Char- 
ters. 

All the Chatters, with the exception of Glasgow^ 
are granted to the Burgesses alone; or to the Bur- 
gesses and Inhabitants ; or to the Provost, Burgesses, 
and Community; or to the Aldermen and Commu- 
nity; or to the Merchants, Burgesses, and Com- 
munity ; or to the Provost, Bailies, Councils, Burges- 
ses, Community, and Incorporations; or to the 
Burgesses, together with the Provost, Bailies, and 
Incorporations; or to the Bui^esses, together with 
the Provost^ Bailies, and Council; or to the Provost, 
Bailies, Councils, and Community. The Charter 
to Glasgow in I690, confirms all former Clmrtera 
granted, Commtmitati vel GiUke Mechanids^ ac 
singulis SocietatibuSf et Diaconis ejiisdem; and then 
the Charter is granted, de novo, Civitati et CanciUo 
Burgali. 

The Charters of eighteen of the Burghs, so far 
as produced, do not contain any clause respecting 
the Elections. But, 
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< U AitlMPi^ many of tiio Mr^i v^mitVohaxe 
btteti'pQMdsMd of great umabtr of C%iartetii^ y«t 
m gen^nd only <me w two Cl^strtei** hstvife b^en )^ro- 
ctoeedlu^tte House of Coftim<ifi». 11iu« Sdhdrnf^ 
hat praducefl only i»ici Ohart^i but thiit CliMijM: 
^fMttiM tvrenty^four <fther C!barter« whidi are not 
pnidiioid i 8<saiiii|f^ bai fyfoducfed bMy two CbaiteM^, 
confirming twelve or fifteen other Charters; In- 
verkeithinghas produced only one Charter, confirm- 
ii^ eigkt oth^d^ and a very gr«at nuihbeirti^the 
€*btr/Biifgha>hat« produced Chntten, wli^h con^ 
fum oomy otker Cltaxterd that are not pro^hKred. 

fi. Many of the Charteia are very andditti but 
tiiere ii oo instance of a clausie dT Election being in- 
troduced into any Charter bef<H*e 1469) ^ad^ evert 
after thil peiiod, it appears that sotue Charters do> 
afikiothersdo not contain clauses ^Election, though 
granted in fkveuir of tlie same Burghv««^Thus 
iSdkii^k has produced three CharterSi only two of 
whicb eontaEui clauses of Election $ Banff has pro- 
duced tibree Charters^ only one of which contains 
a c^alifift of Election; Stirling has produced two 
Charti^r\ and only one of them contains a clause 
of Election, 

j3iItappea2is,thatBur^i»someofwboseCllarters 
oofittifin clauses of £^ction,hava not prodtt^iod tho^e 
Charters. Thus Elgin, in J780, Wturn^d two 
Charters, granted in the 13th and 14th centuries. 
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without dauses of Election; but, on 28th March 
1793, a third Oixartet was produced, containing a 
clause <^ Election in favour of the Burgesses. The 
Burgh of Pittenweem produced one Charter, dated 
in 1593, which did not contain a clause of Election ; 
but a copy of a Charter, certified by the prefer 
c^cer, from the public records ofSco11and,hasbeen 
produced^ containing a clause of Election, dated 
24th February, in the 28th year of King James* 
Lochms^n is in a similar situation. That Burgh 
did not produce any Charter at all ; but a certified 
copy was procured from the records of a Charter 
in 1612, containing a clause of election in favour 
of the Burgesses. 

/ The Charters in favour of forty-six of the pre- 
sent Royal Burghs contain clauses respecting the 
Elections. Copies erf* those clauses are annexed 
in the AppeniUx. (A.) According to which, the 
rightof Electing, or voting in the Elections, appears 
to your Committee to be as follows :— 

In Thirty-two Burghs, the right of Election 
is granted either to Burgesses or Inhabi- 
tants alone, or to both, or either of them, 
joined with the Magistrates or other per- 
sons in office, or with the Community, - - 32 

In Eleven Burghs, the right of Election is 
granted to the Provost, Bailies, Council, 
and Community, • .. , il 
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3ut two BurghSt Bruntiidand and Selkirk, 
have produced two Charters, leach coa- 
ta^iing clauses of Election ; by the one (rf 
ii^ch tiie right is granted to the Burges- 
se?, and by the other to the Pxovos*, 
Bailies, Council, and Coninmnityj and 
in jElothsay, i^e recital mentiona that the 
Burgesses had been in aU past times in 
the use and possession of ejection} but ihe 
new clause of Election is granted to jthe 
PjtovQst,B^eji,Council,andConununity; 
deducting, therefore, those Burghs whose 
Charters are twice stated. 



Remain, 



40 



And in six Burghs the right of Election is 
granted to the Magistrates and Towti 
Coundls, - - -J . - 6 



In eighteen Bnrghs there 19 no clause of ^ 
Election in the Chartei^ produced^ 

And two Burghs have not produced 
anyphftrter, !;^ V J- V 



IS 



46 



Total number of Roy^ iRurgbs^ 66 
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Iti Kttcnwecm and Whithorn the right af Elecv 
ti6n was limited^ with the consent of the Prior and 
Convent of Fittenweem and Candide Cross re^ 
9pectively. In Culross, Inverary, Wick, and Camp* 
belton> the right of ]Qecting tiie Magistrates, but 
not df the Council, was limited to be made with 
the consent of, or oA of lists of a certain nutiiber, 
to be ^ven b^ particular persons^ 

In twenty-fivfe of the forty^six BurghS whos^ 
€!h«rters contain clauses of Election, the Election is 
iqpfpointed to be made yearly. In eighteen th^e 
is no regulation how oft^ the Election i» to be 
imde. In one Burgh the Eliciion is to be maide 
in tlie ordteetfy wayandtime;andin thfee Btirgbs 
tike Electors are enq>owered to dep(^ or remove 
Ihe prasons Elected for reasonaUe causes, ¥^en ifc 
ahaS apptear expedient to ihem. 

The Bnr^ of Aberdieii is one of the eighteen 
whose ChattersdonotcontainLanyekuse of Election* 
B<it 4i£^d» froM the liebof dsi of Election in that 
Bttt^ from the end o£ the 14th, to the end of th€f 
tdlh' century (the Appendix (B.) contains a note 
of tlbpartkmbr yeark extracted^ ami copies of the 
iecordS^ of Eiectiott for the yca^ 1399, 1408, 1435^ 
14^ 1474, 147^,. 1477, 1494, 1502, 1509, 1523,. 
y^i M86, 15a?/, 1543^ 1580,) and several acts, 
of tiie TownCoiincil ofthafrBurgh, decree of tlia 

b2 
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Court of Session, and a writ under the Privy Seal 
respecting the Elections in that Burgh about the 
end of the l6th century, have been produced. From 
these papers it appears, tliat till the year 1590, 
the Prewdfit, fdur Bailies, and four Common Ser- 
jeants, wore elected annually in the iii^ Gom^ 
mtmitatiSs Curia CapkaUs Burgi de AberdeeUy or 
Curia CapitaliB BalUwnm de Aberdeen, holden 
on the first Monday or Tuesday after Michaelmas 
yeady, by iht express votes of alllhe Gitinns.aind 
Burgesses, or, as it is sometimes said,.of the wlttde 
Community, taken upon rdls regularly ca^d, and 
in which the names of aU the perscms absent were 
marked, frequently to a very coti8idend>le numfai^. 
Sometimes, however, the records da not meaition 
the description of the Electors; and for 100 ynra 
before 1590, one person or another of the name, of 
Menzies was annually elected Provo^ byihe JSlec- 
tors, the.Burgeses, Citizens, or Comburgesses, with 
one exception in the yiear 1535, when Andrew Gid- 
laoe was Elected Provost; In some instances^ par- 
ticularly in 1399, 1435, 1475^ 1477* apd 1481, the 
Common Counc'd also appears to have been Elected 
in the Head Court, and at the same time with the 
' Magistracies, Iti 1408 and 1469f the namescof the 
CcHnmon Council are entered after the Election of 
Magistrates^ at the Head Courts without mention- 
ing that they were Elected. Andin the years 1469» 
1477f wd 1481, the names of the Common CofuncU 
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.are filtered^ or they are mentioned to be Elected 
after some private bujsii^as had been done cd^er 
the Election 6f the Magistrates. . . . / . 

. The Common Council, however, appear to have 
been in general chosen in the Curia GibbPf or C^ 
ria BiMvorum Gitdce^ holden die Friday ai^ ^ 
Head Conrt, ifdiere all the brethren of die Guild 
were obliged to attend, and where their names 
wereentered in rdls regnlarty called, and the names 
dT those absei)^ marked in the same manner jas at 
ithe Head Court. In general, the tiames.ol' the 
Common Coundl are entered every year, .either 
befwe or after the other business of the Me^ng, 
mA sometimes it appears to be the only busiBcssc^ 
Ibe Meeting. At otlier times, the Election, is 
particularly eater^ thus: Subscripti ekcHJuertmt 
in Communes Consitimios, viz. 14^, and 147i^; and 
in 1474> the record bears, that they were Elected 
pru Anno se^fuefUe. In the Head Ccmrt^ m the 
year 147^ ^nd 1477» the Council are also said to 
be elected pro Anno seqnente vel mstanti. 

► About the mid^ of the l6th century, it ap- 
pears» that the Council theimelves, at three dif* 
&ttskt times. Elected, named, or admitted c^ain 
persons into Hie Council at the Curia Qikke; in 
the first instance, after the names of the Cpuncil 
had been entered in the ordinary ihimner; in tlie 
two others, before the entry of the navies of ^ the 
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Cdancil. Th^ first instance of this ih the IM% 
leh^ tiro persobil were added to the GouncUf and 
th^re are two other instanced, hi 1580^ Ivheri fi^fc 
persons were added, because some of the old Coun- 
cft nfrcre deadi and m 158'7> wberi eig^ were added, 
"vritbout any reason' eiieepit that thfe record says if 
mVk^ accordf^ tbth^irse. N6 oth^r iYistancesa]ipear ; 
Mtt ih 4 note np'di tk^ m^^in of the first ih^tantfe 
ef the adibisttiori, naming, or El^ctiton cSf Couhf- 
dBor^ K^the Coxincil in 1549, itiifs«k*v "that 
" there are fnany siniflar Elei6trons ^* Membd^ of 
•* thi Common Codncil by the Council themielvAs 
<* alone, sometimes on the occai*[on of the annual 
' •• Elecfion at Michaelmas, and at other times whed 
*♦ any vacincy happened.*' The annual Election 
is also mentioned in the yeatr 1580, whe!n file rte 
cord states, ** that the Coancfl, understairding ttert 
" ane certain number of the auld Couucft, EWc^ted 
"tod chosen thfe la§t year, ai^ deparidd knd de* 
«^ ceased; *t Ihfe pleasnre' erf Go^, to the number 
" of five, and therefoi?e they thought it eipfedieait 
" to adjoin fite others/* ' 

It appears to ^ow Cdmmittee, that in the re- 
<K>rds of Aberdeen producied, the Cotmcil is not 
mentiojied particularly to have been Elected,, exw 
cept in the Head C^art in the years 1399, i^SSp 
1475, 1477, and 1481, arid iri tlie Guild Corirt in 
1439i and 1474; the name^ nf the Council Being 
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in gdoer^ ^titei^ 7j^#f ifi tk« misGli«r ik^wijr 
mentioaed tt ibe QtvXd CoiM!t, lRl^ftCfi fH, j^^ 
BrethreB of 1^ (Guild wem ^g/sS^ l^^im^i mi 
ia aao iiMitaac0 J3 1^ jie^qfciptieri of the ^Sjleot^ra tf 
tiie ConauwD Gounpa k ^^iaeisJ nartioHiwtjr jngB? 
tioned. For in ihe thr^e instanofig, U4A U^$. 
aad 1^^, eeiiaia pioraoiifi is^e jnimted or .ct)@«^ V^ 
liie Coiincil to headied to l^is Gounoil, wiihw* 

Elected. Hiose tjbu^ee ip^i^c^ oppfiair aj^^^ );m^* 
late peijLod of the re^mds, mA ih§ &»t of .^lem !» 
pniy abcxut £orty yeaiisl^efoce tl)e %«t«QO A^cb VM 
brougiit in 1590. It ^ppj^s aim tbat Ijjfi AiJ^r 
tors 4>f Accounts w®te Elected «t tfce Q«ad Qm^* 
In ^o inataiice i^ tlie (le8crq)^iQn Qf ^ JEl^i*oc5 ifif 
the Auditors entered iji |i)i/e Ti^prd; kutin^g^nf^il 
their names appear to be entered at the Guild 
Court, in ti^ same maiu^^ ^iK of :t)w$ CHmmpn 
Council, sometii^e^ pa^dbii^^ laeAtumiog tb^t 
they were Ejbected, and ^mfsUvs^.J^Ql^ 

The Dean of Gx^d, ^d Muster of Kixh 9Tid 
Bridge Work, are mt msx^omi in tbd Df^lds 
tin 1592. In g^raj the^ M^mf^U^r^^XQ. he 
Elected, ^Kc^times b<K&i% ^M. soiPetuBei ji^r 
the entry of the names i:>f tim ^os^u^ GfaviiU 
at (^e Oifild Court; bvt .the«e isf mn d^M^pti/PtB.of 
the Electors, 6xcq)t in the tra yeftH &DW ld^& 
to 1536 inclusive, wi^ t^ey a^ said ^. j6tst to^ 
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tkBV^ hem Ekcted by the advice erf* the Provost. 
md CcAincil, and in the five last years to have been 
chosen directly by the Provost and <>>uncil. Thus 
in the ytear 1626^ it is said, that the Deans c^Qoild 
9nd Masters of Kirk Works were Elected by the 
aSvyss (advice) of the Provost, Bailies^ and CounciL 
In 1528, the Deans <tf Guild are said to be chosen 
in the same manner, but the Marter of Kirk Work 
is said to be chos^ directly by the Provost and 
Coundl* In UWf ISSO, 1581, the Election is in 
the same manner. In 1532, 1533, 1534, 1535, 
and 1536, it is said, that both the Deans of Guild, 
and Master of Kirk Work, Mrere cdiosen by the 
Provost and Council. C(^ies of the records of 
Election 15«3, 1526, 1536, 1537, and 1588, are 
^uinexed in tl^ Appendix^ (B*) 

No instances of any diqmtes with respect to any 
of the Elections in Aberdeen appear from the re^ 
x^ofds till tlie year 1582, when it i^pears, that 
Thirteen Tradesmen orCraftmenbeingcsdledin the 
^^ Suit roll by their names to give their votes at the 
*' Head Court in the Election of the. Provost» smd 
*^ BttilieSft and (Moers, according to the common 
'< order and consuetude of this Bur^, observit 
^ in times by-*past, every one answered by tfaem^ 
*^ selves personally* present, XhsA they would give 
<< no vote nor jpllecti<m of the said Judges and 
<^ Officers qpihill (until} they he restored to th^ 
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•* liberty, and adjoined to the Societie of others, 
" Freemen of the Burgh, and tiie act, if any be 
*^ made ther^ment (i. e. xonceniing that matter) 
** annulled, and therefore refused to nominate any 
'V person to exercise the said office^ and took acts 
''and instruments thereupon; luid also Robert 
*' Metizies, BaiHe, in natne of tlie Town, took acts 
'^ and instruments thei^upon^ and protested that 
*' th^y be not heard to have vote in time coming 
" because of their said present refuse without just 
•* occasion.^* 

The Election of the Provost, Bailies, and Ser- 
jeants, till the year 1590, appears to have beenmade 
in the Head Court, and in general,^ though net 
always, the names of the Electprs are mentioned, 
viz. the Burgesses, Comburgesses, and Citizens, 
except in the years 1586 and 1587f when the arti- 
ficers or tradesmen are mentioned separately, viz. 
De commtmi omnium Ck»iiiurgensiim et Art^eum 
Jiberorum Consensu et Assensu. - 

On the 7th July 1587,:a decree! arbitral was pro- 
nounced, by which it was ordwi^ -** lE^at concern- 
«< ing the beari ng of Offices of Miij^bbBates, such 
«* as Provost, Bailies, Deans of Guild, and 'fi-ea- 
** surer; na Craftsman shall aspine th^eto unto the 
<* time (i. e. until) they be promoted to be Bip^ren 
** of Guild; but ^i. e. without) prejudice always 
^* that it shall b^ leisome (i e. lawful) to the smd 

c 
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" Ci-aftsmen to chuse six persons of their ow A num- 
•* ber yearlie to be upon leets, of whom the Conn* 
** cil shall chuse two thereof yeaflie, who shall have 
"place with the rest of the ordinary Auditors to 
" hear and see all and sundry the Town's Accounts 
" both 6f property and casualties' 

At the Michaelmas Election in the year 1596, 
two things appear 6n the Records, of which there 
is no example in any other year: !• ** It was referred 
" to the Town, viz. this day in their Head Courtt 
" after the Election of the Provost and Bailies, That 
" be the negligence and undetftd diligence of the 
•* Seijeands of this Burghs usit |thir zeirs by-past, 
" in not putting to dew execution the actis giffin 
** to thame to he executed, not awaiting on their 
** ISailzies at aH times convenient, aa their dewtie 
** was, quhairthrow the town, and the Magistrates 
"has oft tymes been miservit; and that in the 
"diligence of guid OiSScers, and^thair lauchfull 
** discharge of thair offices, ane guid -part of the 
" weil of this town consists, therefore thay leiff 
"the Election of the 4 Serjeands and 09ficiars 
" ordinar to the Bailzies this day electit, to be cho- 
" sen be thame be ilk ane Bailzie his own Officiar, 
** for quhaise dew exfecution in his office and di- 
" Ifgence, the Bailie sail be answerable to the 
" Town.** In all the preceding Elections it appears 
that the Serjeants were elected in the same man- 
ner as the Ptovostdnd Bailies. Sdly, In the GuiTd 
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Court the Provost, Bailies, ahd Council^, appear ia 
this one instance to have sat in the Council House» 
and separate from the Guild Brethren: ^^WhilQ 
*^ one of the Bailies was sitting in judgment, in 
*' presence of the whole Brethren of the Guild, 
••cODjvened this day in their Guild Court/* At 
this meetii^ the Provost, Baili^, and Council be- 
gan and censurit (i. e. enquired into the conduct 
of) the whole of the Cpuncil^ in numbei^ twenty- 
three persons, and removed a Mr. John Cheyne 
as a " person uniheet to be of the Council, and 
** worthy of deprivation, because he denied the 
" constancie of the Council and the continuance 
** qf the persons thereof; that he aUedged there 
•* had been no lawful Council in the Burgh for 
" npai^ny years; that he sought tradesmen, to be ad- 
"jcnned to the Council, and would not declare 
"that no tradesman should bear office, nor be 
" upon the Council according to the mind (i. e. 
" meaning) of an appointment and indenture made 
<* betwixt, the Burgesses of Guild and tradesmen 
" of the same, bearing," (The tenor of the in,- 
denture does not appear in the Record.) 

1590. — -In this year it appears that: an action or 
actions were brought in the Court of Session *^ at 
" the instance of his Hienes Advocate for his in- 
'* terest, and Robert Low^^enstoun, Johne Layng, 
** Alexander Ewyn, James Stewart, Robert Stew- - 
"ajt, George Forlees, Maister John Cheyne>. 

c 2 
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<< William Gray, William Marr, Alexandfer Stevin, 
** Alexander Ronaldsone, Thomas DoiraldsoDC, 
>* Alexander Ruddock, John Bannerman, John 
" Fergusson, George Layng, George Elphinstone, 
*< William Wallace, Thomas Cuik, Mathew Guild, 
•* Lawrence Mersser, David Castell, Andro Hen- 
rysone, Andro Cassie, Robert Roray, Andro 
" Kyng, John Sanderis, Robert Sanderis, Andro 
" Daxgy Andro Mylne, John Fraser, Andro Scho- 
"rar, Wiljiam Hay, and Alexander Lilster, Bur- 
** gesses and CrafUsmen of the Burgh of Aberdene 
" for thameselfes and remanent Burgesses, Craftis- 
" men, and Ccnnmunitie of the said Burgh, against 
" certain persons, Provost, Bailies, and pretended 
<* CounceHors of tiie said Burgh of Aberdeen^ 
** setting forth, that by the Acts of Parliament the 
" the Provost, Bailies, and others having Office 
" within E^rgh, shall be changed yearly, and that 
** no Officer nor Council shall be continued longer 
" than one year; but nevertheless the Magistrates 
** and Council of Aberdeen having umassit tbeni- 
** selves into a faction to procure Lordship, and 
" without being lawfully elected according to the 
** Acts of Parliament, had continued to sit for 
** thirty years, or at least for many years, without 
** lawlUl Election or change, except it was to place 
" the son in the father's place as one happened to 
•* die, and therefore concluding that the Elections 
** from the year 1560 should be declared void, and 
•* that in time coming the Magistrates and Conn* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Si 



•^cfl should be Elected without any further ccfe* 
•* tinuation than for one year.** 

On the 20th of July 1591, and before judgment 
was pronounced in thisr action, a writ was issued 
under the Privy Seal of King James VI. in whicli 
it is stated, " That the Council of Aberdeen had 
•^ continued since their first Election unaltered or 
" (Ranged for the space of 40 or 50 years, aceerd- 
"ing to the consuetude of the Burgh observit the 
^* space of 100 years before; that the Act of Par- 
"Kament about changing the yearly Council had 
•* never taken effect in that Burgh; arid that the 
** persons once lawfully chosen on Council had 
*• continued till the time of their death, subject 
" to the tryal of the neighbours of the said Burgh; 
'* and in case of any fault or crime, the same has 
** been ordourlie tried on the Guild Court day, 
*• after the Election of the Magistrates, and those 
" foimd guilty removed, and others placed in their 
•**ooms, from which great tranquility and con- 
** cord has followed in the said Burgh;, and in re- 
«* spect of many other inconveriiencies which the 
«< yearly changing of the Council might carry with 
** it, the annual disorder and dissention^ and the 
<* infinite confusion and peril which commonly uc- 
** companies all new changes in Commonwealths, 
** it is declared, that the same Council shall remain 
«• in all time coming; and in case of their decease, 
** or tried unwortbiness^ that the other Members 
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V of the Council shall ^ect others in tli?eiij pl^^s, 
^< it being understood that the ssune Council shall 
** be yearly thereafter elected by vote o£i Council, 
^ au4 such other cerempniea ^^^ ape accustomed? in 
^ Election of Magistrates; withip Buigh, notwith* 
** standing the Act of Parti^rnent concerning tho 
" ye^ly change and Election, which is dkpen^ed 
" with in that part concerning the changing tha 
^^ Council only/* 

Notwithstanding this dispensation, an4 tfee pe* 
rils of changes, the Magistrates and Councily little 
more than two months afterwards, on the 1st <mP 
October 1591, made an Act of Council,- in which 
they assert strongly, *^That it was the ai^dent 
" custom of the Burgh to continue the Council to 
" the day of their death, unless tried and found 
" guilty of some crime, which was the cause of t:he 
** great flourishing of the Burgh, and the avoiding 
** the inconvenience of yearly cha^nge; but that 
** the present age had produced resflSss and-un- 
" quiet spirits,- seeking ch^mge and alterations, 
*' quarrelling the Council that had been for 5Q 
** years by-past, accusing the Provost, Bailies, 
*' Dean of Guild, Treasurer^ acid other office«|en, 
" of unlawful usurpations of their offices, and pur- 
** suing them, and the persons of the Cojmcil, be- 
•* fore the Lords for the same; therefore, to re- 
•^ move the occasion of great discord tha^: ha4 fal« 
" len out within the Burgh, and greater li|iely to 
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" ensue if t(dt prevented, the Council orderfedtte 
" Acts of Parliameiit to be followed ;'' that is, Hie 
^OldKIIoiiudl'to dhiise tlie New, four pei^sons oftHe 
Old to be chdsien yearly into tlie NeH^ Ccnmdi, tind 
^he New and Old KlJouhcil to chi^sfe the ^gi- 
^tAttes, The Mectibti for fee year 1591'drt>^ts 
^cordingly tb have ^been made in thattftahhi^r; 
but it alsb appeal^, that four df the Itetictths'of 
Trades Refused to give atiy vote ^in the ^te(itidh 
although required. 

That this mode'df Election did nbt ^tisfy the 
citizens appears from an kct orthe^btiflcil dli the 
«5th tJecember 15&1, abbiit tt^^o months diter this 
Election, 'by which the New Goaiicll of the Bui*^ 
^$0 Elfected, with^ gi-eat part of the Old ^duncfl, 
* considering 'ihat the itiOst principal ^liead of the 
contraversie with which the Burgh 'has be^ett trou- 
bled " consists in the Electing of the Council, not- 
** withstahding thiat the Council has l}efen thosen 
" and Elected this yiear, according to thte dtt 'of 
"Parliament, be thfe aiild ^Council of thfe'yearprb- 
**ceedifcg, and ihat the 'Provost, -JBaiUes, and otlifer 
**^officethen,%ethe coihihon vote aild iwlBft-age^of 
**^the auld ahd ^ilew ^Councils this yea5r,*'has be^n 
•* Elected accordihg to the mind arid itehOr* 6f the 
** acidfParliam^fmade aile^t'the cliusitig'of Ofe- 
<^ ciars within Bui^h, with the wHtlk (whi6h)'form 
** a ^^feat part of ' the * Ctnrim'onalitie ciatiriOt as yet 
** be^cbntent, craving anoth'er fortn of the 'Meeting 
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/* cf the Councel nor has been observit within the 
«* Burgh of auld and ancient time, or prescribed to 
. ^ be embraced and followed be the said act of Par- 
** liament** theOldandNewCouncil therefore direct* 
that a supplication in their name should be present* 
ed to the Lords of Session, praying that they 
would either approve the Election according to the 
act of Parliament, and decern the same to be ob- 
servit in all time coming, or that the Lords 
would, by their decisioi> and declaration, set down 
such form as should be observed in times coming 
concerning the Electing of the Council, Provost, 
, Bailies, and Officemen of the said Burgh; and for 
, that purpose the Dean of Guild is ordered to pay 
or disburse twelve crowns of the sun, or silver 
equivalent, to the Town's three Procurators or Ad- 
vocates, to be allowed to the Dean of Guild in 
his Accounts. 

Afler the^icts under the Privy Seal, ind by the 
IWn Council, the Lords of Session pronounced 
judgment in the actions by two different decrees; 
the first on the 21st January 1591 (the return says 
that the year then began on the 95th March) and 
the second on the QOth day of May 1592. By the 
First they '^ discharged the action for declaring the 
** Election void from 1560 to 1590, without giving 
** any reason for the judgment) and ordered, that 
<< in all time coming the Election should be in terms 
" of the arts of Parliament/' By the second decree 
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they fbund, '' tbSt the Eketioft 1591, as set forth 
*^ by the Magistrates and Council, was made ac- 
** fcbrdiiig to the afcts of Parliament > and therefore 
<* they fbUftd the plainti^ liaWe in costs/' 

N^withsfefnding these judgments, the Bnrgessea 
af^pear ^^ before and at the ensuing Election, on 
" the 28*h' September 1592, to haVe assembled in 
**arimfe theOVeyf/iars Church Yard, and the 
^ReWs (ktreets)' adjoining, and in the house of 
" Mr. John Cheytte^ ^id in th^ hou^^ and lodg- 
** ing^ 0^* William "Gray iii the* Gallowgate ;'' and 
MMiA^El^ii^^-were m^^ by both parties; aU 
thougli the jiarticldar circwmstandes of the Elec- 
tions do not appear, tJte recbi*d» being expunged 
in obe^ietoce to the deei^et-arMttki after mention- 
ed* ~ The Burgesses, or comintmity, dr Commons, 
or Neighboai-S', as they are de^scrHjed in different 
parts of* the proceedings, brought actions against 
the Magistrates dtiddcmncil, "for 6ppi*ksioti, bluid, 
** and deeds of m&t\g/' for reducitig the Election 
madeby the €dum;i^^^Ild they; even obtained a 
deteimidation of the Bfeirghs atJCatkcaldiein their 
favour, from wMch the Council brought an apji&il 
of' sUspeftsion to ther Court of SeS3io«. > Various 
othei? actions, 'at the same time, wefe bfought by 
the Magistrates, irid Burgtesses or Community, fe- 
8p@ctrt=eiy, against each oth^r* * ' • 

' Thke disputes wete submitted tbthe arbitration 

D 
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of King JinKies tM $alb» w tn^e^ 2^IH^ w^ 
jGmit IxK^s of l^«MioQi» four GlaEgymeQ, wdfimr 
BurgQBses of EdiBbuigfat in all tjiirtera; .Mid tlie 
arbitrators, «« the seveotiiPeeiniiber lS9t» Bloct^ 
ed or named a new Magistracy and Council, de- 
ebfed tfa^ Electic^s by botii jwties void, wsA or* 
4^ed th^n to be eiq^unged from tbe l^ockn, and 
^t ip 9II time comiii^ the ai>t8 of PurUmnent 
should ^ {H^ecisely observed. -Another de^^reet^ 
arbitral was ^fterw^rds pr<H)ounced by the Cott^ 
miwpners of twenty 9urg^s, assembled in .then' 
general, Conveilti^nhQldeni^t Aberdeen in lfi96^ 
on a subnusfion or bonil of arbilraitien made t6 
them by c^ct^jm Q>jW9AM$ipneni Qf the Cimncil^ 
and ^ the tradesmen or ^eaftsmen, eenfeeraing 
the number q£ tradesmen who $hoi|ld have vote 
yearly in the l^ection ^ the Mfigislnites. This 
Decreet deceriis and oi^m that ^* Two^ Crafts- 
^' men of the OW Comscil wd Two <rf ^e New, 
«< witii $tx Peacons of Trade, in all Ten, fhall 
'' vote in the Year^ Election ^ M^^^istmtes; and 
*' that m c$se of the Aba^H^e of any of them, it 
i*shQi|ld be lawful ior the Remauider. to ehuse 
^* and present one or more qnnHfied persons in place 
t* irf those, {absent, to have Vote as if the persona 
^< absent were pers^a^Uy pre^tH; and if any of 
"^e FfpvQsti Bwlies, Dean of Guild, Treei»rer, 
«* and Council, old 9nd pew, in all 80^ besides the 
« tradesmen, or 31, be the Provost's odd vote shall 
'^happen to be absent at the ^JSleetion^ it ^ould 
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^ ht bw£4 to Iki&ftmmmg menberg ^ the Cow- 
^ dl to Eleet anotJier person or |HmmM ki pfause 
^ of tbose so absent, to bave vote in Uie Seetimt 
^M a ihey had all been pr^sent*^ By this decree 
it i^ppears, th&t the Bumber of tradeaoiieB and 
oMdier €if Guildiy voting in t&e Election^ of Mag- 
tttsates is fixed at tibe nspective mimbei^ contain- 
dl in Ibe psesent sett. 

On tiie Ist January 1592, an act of the Guild 
Court was made for recording the decreet-arbitra) 
159^ It is in (d^ following words:-— 

^ Hie said day liie haiH towne being lawfuUie ^^^^^ 
' warait to this day be the hand bell passand (Itrow 
'^imU Mwis of the towne* quhair upon the 
'herartnaid faytii, aad compeirand Cor the mai«t 
Vpaift wkhin the Tolfeuyth representand the haUl 
'ibodye of dbe town, it was exponit and declarit 
<to thame be Thomas Meinzies, appearand of 
'Dume, Provostt Quhow that our Sovcreigne 
' Lord the Kinges Mi^estte as oversman^ with four 
*rftiie SeAators of his HienesColledge of Justice, 
< four 3finisters ofChrysts Evangil, and four Bur- 
' gesaes ^t the Burgli of Edinburgh, as judges ar- 
'bitrators and amicafofll compositors, haildpro- 
^noandt their decx^eet upon ane submission maid 
* be the ^id Thomas, Alex. Rutherfuird, Robert 
^Meinzies, David Meinzies younger, Maister 
' Pavid Rutherfuird, and Maister Robert Chalmor, 

jx 2 
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* fot thamselfis, and taken the buivJen upon thame 

* foi* th^ remanent auld and n6w Cotaisal of the 
*said Burgh, on the one pairt, and be WiJliam 

* Gmy, Robert Stewart, Alexander Ewyn, Maister 
<John Cheyne, Alexander Stewki, and John 

< Mersser, for thameselfis, apd taking' the burden 

* upon thame for the remanent their ndchboura 

* of the said Burgh on the other part f adent the 

* Election of the Council, Provost, Bailies, Dean 

< of Guild, Threasurer, and ntheris c^cemen of 
^ the said Burgh, for this zier and in tyme cuming, 

* for settling and queyting of all contraversies and 

* debaitts that was thereanent betwixt the Caunsall 

* of this Burgh and the Communitie thairof,- 

* quhilk decreet with the letters following thair- 

* upon the said Provost causit reid oppinlie in j\%dg' 

* ment, in audience of the haill town conveened 
^for the maist part, representand the haill bodye 

* as said is, and the same being red with the letters . 

* aforesaid purchest thairupon, war decemit and 

* ordainit to be insert and registrate in the Bailie 

* Court buiks of this Burgh, adfuturam rd wie- 

* moriamy be the Provost and Hailies JudiciaUiei set' 

* tandy with express consent andassentof theTown, 

* conveenit as said is, quha all in ane voice but 
^ only opposition or contradiction, ratefeit^ affirmit,' 

< and approvit the foresaid decreet in all poynts, 

< articles, clauses, and conditions of the gamen, 
<and be their hand isuphauldin promisitfaithfullie 
Uq answer, intend, and obev to the Provost,' 
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* Bailies, Council, Dean of Giliidf andThesairre^, 
' theiisin nominate as to th^sr lawful Magistrates ibr 

* tbispresent zeir. And to obt^mp^ and obey to^Use 

* i^aid decreet hereafter aneot the -Electkm iif-di^ 

* Magistrates of this Burgh, according to the mjrnd 

* thereof, ^uhaimpon ihe said Thomas Mein^ies 

* for himself and r^nanent persones bindand with 

* him for the auld and new CSounsalls, and in thair 
^ names, and the said Maister Jdin Cheyne, in 

* the name of the Communitie, tuik acts and 
' instrumentis, and forder the said Thomas Menzies 

* Provost, George Forbes, Maister Patrick Cheyne 
' and WSliam Gray, Baities, nomtnat in the said 

* decr^t for this present yeir, war of new again 
^scdemidie sworn judieiaUie for faythfbl admini- 
' stration of thdr offices, quhil Wednesday immedi- 

* ately preceding Midiaelmas next cumis, quhilk 

* is the ordinar daye of Election. And to ministrat 
'justice indifferentlie to the hniil inhabitants 

* of this Burgh, but respect of persones, and to 

* advance the comtnon weil thereof according to 
'thair power; quhair upon the said Mr. John 

* Gheyne in name of the Communitie tuik acts 

* and instruments. Of the quhilk decreet and let- 

* teris the tenor follows,^ &c. 

It appears to your Committee, that although 
the action brought by the Burgesses before the 
Xiords, the act of Privy Seal, and the act of Coun- 
cil 1591, agree that the Council had continued 
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i^i itbe Bnt^fsemmjt tl^CoiiitaltthiideoiilHiiied 
ikiHy y0m^ w at kwt dftTers yea»^ t&e irrit 
muter the Rwy Seal says, fpi*y ^ <Mly }^^ara> tc- 
^QMdiug toiib» i^stam obiervMl for iMelMmdred 
jmwrs befiKit ; md jbotb tto t^^^ md Act of 
OMinGiU aay^, ttukt ttie awiefit cnntm iraa to cMUt- 
(ttmie thit Cwaol vitfaQiit jshanse to fthe ^^im of 
ftbeir <feoeaae, va&f^m tmsA a«d foiitidl ^idlty of 
som^fauk. 

It appears that tfaes^ fia)iers differ Iftt^ildite fiwft 
the cecmrds io£ Election* WImbq ti^ Omiiefl mtrt 
Bectfid At l2ie Head Court at tlw aane tkoB *kh 
the Mi^alRrte$« >as iii the ^sbxs Ij^tdt i^l^f 149^» 
1477» and 148 1, it idoes not sfqpcw how iAej 
irere ^eo^; and in the jean L4d8 asd 1497, 
ixdi^^e the names of the Council arere entensd fkt 
the He^d Gtmrt, nvithout ta&cdiwmg that they 
were lUected, it ^faiei net apficar to jmir <iksaintt«» 
tee tliat ihe case m^ difiereof;} in the years 1409, 
1477* aaid 1481, it j^iprarB that aome fproceeikitigs 
in ciidi actiofts, or tafctog of inqueats, am entened 
on the record bctweto Ihe FA&stkmjof Magiatrates 
and the Election or entry of the names of the 
Coounon Ooiiucil; m ihe years 1468 and 1028^ 
1251, 1563, 1564t And a few n^ore, it ap^Nsass iAibt 
similar iriquests, or private business, are qbUkA 
in tiiejpeoorjdsof tl«j Guild €oait, before any ctther 
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fattBiaas^fiheMeMfiag^jBid Aoe the niMngsof «he 
ConlDKM Gomi^ ne caiterdd «i1ii« befow or aMr 
iJm S3eistfoii<te:Mrtapf of the nuMa of thc^ Demi 
of Guilds MastMfrof Kirit W«iie^ Aa(fiM»of 4.«* 
counts, &€• and in tbe yeiurs 1474, 1475, and 1477, 
iX^mi$mAi i^*iks^}3axAi90i:^^l^9as^d^ ibr^otie 
y«r miy ^ lor 4ileiitaanA boM txpnMbf> tiiM tho^ 
wn» iieoted |KK» oinwae^iMi^ or jpTi d^ 
Thfiak)flt€Mistiqqpielani finMiliioaar^al iialo MMgi, 
iMi^ioMgj tiie aaiiliiA Etectwi, and &i»4lie «^ 
coffdmthejmsrl^Mfil^ ^i^fkose tiia Coottdl iil»^ 
<' doratandnig^tfai^ aLoeitem JHiiDbe]: of tlift Coumfit 
«« dbok4 dMi&dk^ielw^ M« ifit ^MT ate 1^^ 
'^ dwMiQid^ tollioiniiklber dP fiire&por«m»» tlK>{t^ 
'iit.o«j|tdle|tt^«o*a4il§ixfi iw otheia in thek'^temtf}^ 

Jufy 15$)U it m e«td, <die Coimoa oontioii#d f» 
dmr death 3idl}Qct td the tmd <^' tiiv iieag^ibiMt» 
o£ tte Biu^; that isy astapp^ana from othet ]S»m 
(^ tiiepr^codti^, ti^e tBuj^ceseS) ior a dbfafiic 
or Qiaaie; and '^at suabttrml was ordburli^ iMdio 
the &Bt Coiut da^- after tba Bieetioti^^ Magi^ 
stratte, yat th«e iavnotitvrtaM^ of atif sudv «M 
in Iflie secMda till the caso d Mr« Jolmt Cbeytii^ 
already mentiottadi in tke yeat )5da "^y^ <yMi 
iast^nce k rwonfed idth great foma^y. Tint 
PnMFort,. BotMea, and Couimil ti^clt^^y that ^fie 
whole Council should be wamrit ^L e. theiir -eMy 
duct inquired into). Notice was given to the whole 
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%6thrai of .the Gruiid assembled in ihtk Guild 
Qomtf and) as it is s^d, they made no bbjection 
to any of the Council, the Magistrates and Coun^ 
cil proceeded to censure themselvas. 

In the papejns {mnluced tcepesting Aberdeen, 
the word Commumtas appears tO' be used as sy- 
noninious to Cives^ ^ Burgenses* In the annual 
!]^ections of the Magistrates m the Head Cotsrt, 
they .we said sometimes to.l^ Elected c&memu et 
a$$mm totius CommunitaHs^ sometimes per comm^ 
nem ekctionem^ sconetimes de cosmmtni omrUunt 
BtirgenMum et Civium cons&fmc et JEkcthne^ some- 
times de commtm maforis Partis Qmlm^enmmt 
consensu et vota;. and in erne year, 1^^, it^ppears^ 
that certain Tradesmen refused to vote as Mem- 
bers of the Community, until they should be re- 
stored to their liberties, and adjoined to the So^ 
cietie of other Freemen. In the Acts of the Town 
Council, 1590 and 1591, the word Commons is 
used for Comipunity, tod as distinct frcmi the 
Council} and in the Court holden for approving 
of the decreet-arbitral, 159S, certain persons ap« 
ppar^d for the Council on the one part, and others 
fpr the Neighbours or Communitie, on the other 
part; and the persons appearing for the Commu- 
nity tootk instruments, or authentic certificates, of 
the paths sworn by the Magistrates and Coohcil 
to ol^ey the decreet-arbitral. 
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^ From the papers {>roddced by the, Bbrgh of App^dix, 
Kiiicctidbdght^ it appears, that at Michaelmai^^ No, ss. 
yeaiiy, the new Cdimcil proceed to the Election 
of the Magistrates^, and at the said Election the 
Community of the Burgh do still name apetson 
to " tepisesent them, who is to hsKve a vote in the 
^SElectianf of Magistrates only, hnt not pf the 
" BeW'Gouacil,'aod:that besides the ordinary Towii 
/* Council of seventeen persons; but the aforesaid 
** rcqarcisentaSivercrf* the Community is no further a 
" Member t>f the Town Council, nor has 'no vote, 
** but simply in the said JJiection." And it like- 
Vise a|>]>eftrs, that the words Community and 
Burgea^s , are med in the following manner in 
ikter djCges Burgorum, 'diiA Statuta GiJdie, men- 
tioned in the petitions; for, in the Leges Bur- 
gorttm^ cap. 7^> it is expreitslyr said, '" Brokers 
"souldbe Elected and chosen commonlie be all 
"the Burgesses:; ,and they soujd be of gude 
;** brute and iame, an4 sould sweare to. be faithful 
•* to the King, to the Provost and Bailies of the 
;" Burgh, in full and plane Court/*. . Aud in cap. 
27- of the Siatuta Gildce/it is skid^ '^' That Brokers 
" sail be chosen be the Communitie of the Towne, 
** and that they sail pay ane punscheon of wine to 
." the Town zearlie, without delay, at Micliaelmas; 
," and without dday their names sail be noted be 
"the: Cmnftion Goundl/' 



It likewise appe^s by. the following Act of the Acti469, 
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"SStoHtiAi Paxikmtntf vih^K tbe word Common* i» 
used, that a new and uaiform modq of Electioii of 
the Magistrates and Common Council of tbs |U^ 
al Burghs appea^rs to have been mtroduced. Hie 
Act is in the following words:—** /tern, Tondiing 
" the Election of Qfficiars in Burrows, as Alder- 
**men, Bailies, and otiber Officiars, because of 
" great contention yeirly for the chuung of the 
*^ samine thro' multitude and clamour of Commons 
** sinqde persons, it is thought expediait tfaiit na 
^^Officiars nor Counsel be continued after (ac- 
•' cording to) the Kings laws of Burrows further 
" than one year, and that the chusing of new Ofc 
** ficiars be in this wise, thai is to say, That ihe 
•* auld Council of the Town shall chuse the iww 
** Council in sik number as accordis to the Town, 
** and that the new Council and the auid in the 
** zier aforesaid shall chuse all Ofiiciars pertaining 
**to the Town, as Aldermen, Baillies, Dean of 
** Guild, and other Officiars, and that the Crafts 
^ shall chuse a person of the samine Craft that 
^* shall have vote in the said Election of Officiers 
^* for the time in likewise year by year.*' 

It appears fr^ the Act, " that because g£ the 
" great conterftion yearly for the chusing Alder- 
** men. Bailies, and other Officers, through mul- 
^* titude and clamour of Commons simple persons," 
a new mode of Election, not of the Magistrates 
only, \m:t of the Council also, is appointed, viz. 
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^ That aa Officials nor Cdaiifiil.be continued after 
** (according to) the King's laws of^ Burrows forr 
** ther than one yearj** and " that the auld Coun- 
^* cii of the Town shall chuse Ifee new. C<mficil>. 
**and tihie new Council and the auld in the year^ 
** aforesaid shall chuse all OflSciars pertaining to 
^ the Town, as Aldermen, Bailie^, Dean of Guildj^^ 
*^ and other Officiars/*^ 

The Passages of the Leges Burgortmt and Sta^ 
iuta Gikke, referred to in the Petitions^ are in. the 
&Jlowitig Words:-— 

♦* The Leges Burgortmt, cap. 77. — " Ad pri^ 
^mum flmttwfa Samti Michaelis elegendi sunt 
^^pr^ositi de emsHio Oommuni probonm Homiiu 
*^mn Filkey qid sint Jldeles atque bonce Jamee" — i 

1^ St^utes of the Guild, cap. ^.34. ''Statute 
** mm quod Commune consiUtmi et Communia guber- 
^^nentw^ per tiginti qu^^hb&r probos Homines de 
^meiioribus, discretioribm^ et ^fidei dignhribus 
** ^usdem JBwrgh ^4 f^oe ^keft^ tma cum mq;ore 
^ et qtmttwr prceposiHs. At qudnHmmque pr^edicti 
^ vigmti quatuor homines Juerint ad commtnie negQ^\ 
^^ thm tractandtm vocaUi qui nan venierint ad cita^ 
^ihnem iibij&ctmn ultra noctem^ emendet in duos 
^^ soUdos^ Stattdmus quod nuyor et propositi eU^ 
^^ guntUr per viswm et considerationem totius Com^ 
^^munitaik^ Et si aUqua contra^^ersia Jiterit in 
" electiQne mqjoris vel prtepositorum, Jiat tunc JSTfec- 

E 2 
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** tio per Sacramentum "vighifi qtiatuor hominum 
^' prcedicti Burgi Electorurn per Communiam.^* 



Laws of the Burghs, chap. 77. at tlie firsi Meeting after 4he 
fe^st of St. Michael Are to be chosen Overseers from the 
Common Council of honest men of the town, who are trust- 
Morthy, and of good reputation. 

THE STATUTES OF GUILET. ' 

" We ordain that the Common Council and the Community be 
" governed by twenty-four honest men of the best, discreetest, and 
*' Etost trust-worthy of the same Bui)^, chosen for this purpose; 
" together with a President and four Overseers. And whensoever 
" the said twenty-four men are called to attend on the public business^ 
" and do not answer the citation given t^n> they shall be fined Two 
« Shillings. 

" We appoint that the .President and four Overseers ^all, be 
" chosen in presence of the whole Community, and with their con- 
** sent; and if any debate shall arise in the Election of the President 
^^ and Overseers, the Election shall be made under the oath of the 
^' twenty-four men of the said Burgby chosen by the Community." > 

Upon the whole it appears to yoiir Committee, 
Tliat in the Btirgh or Aberdeen the Election of 
the Council, sometimes in the Guild Court, and 
sometimes in the Head Court, contte^eil for Botae 
time after the act 1469, ftnd the Electicm of the 
i\^agistrates in the Head Court continued for more 
than 120 years. Besides the act 1469, none of the 
Charters produced contain any clauses of Election ;' 
but after the passing of that act, a majority of the 
Charters which contain clauses of Election, spe- 
cially grant the Election to the Burgesses, Inhabi- 
tants, or Community, either alone, or joined with' 
IVovost, Paili^s, and Council. 
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9. The present Motje of Election of the Magfc 
strates and Coitiiiion Coandls. - 

The setts or constitutions of the BJoj$l Bmghf^ 
appear generally to contain the practice aiid usage 
of the several Burghs, and are iotended to dirteiA 
the future Elections of the. Magistrates and Coun* 
sailors. 

Fifty-nine of the Burghs have produced coj^ies 
of their setts, or papers respecting them. One of 
the Burgas, viz. Campbeltown, instead of a sett has 
produced a copy of a letter from the Earl Argyle 
in 1710, naming the Ma^strates and Council, as 
he was entitled to do by the Charter at the ^t 
Election ; and informing ^em, ^^ that we 3hall give 
*' you instructions by the next to cbuse your Com- 
*^ WHsrioners for the current Parliament/* A c<^y 
of the sett, as recorded in the books of the Con- 
vention after the Union, has also been produced; 
^i%e six Burghs of Anstruther Wester, Domock^ 
Inverary, Nsurn, Lochmaben, and Jedburgh, have 
not produced any setts. ' 

, At what time the majority of the setts were fir&t 
introduced in practice, or reduced to writing, does 
not appear. A decreet-arbitral of King Jsimfes re- 
specting the sett of Edinburgh, and another of 
King.James, with twelve other persoiSs, resjiecting 
the sett of Aberdeen, were pronoimced so eafly as 
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^ end o£ tl» I^ ce»twy* Otk«r decM^v- 
bitrd of piiivsaite peri^«*. or ^fcs Qf the Conventicm 
of Burghs, or of the respective Town CouncUs, 
attffetting^lifce attts oi* »ix Bte'gha^ Perth^ Hadtfing- 
ton, Kirkeaidy, Inyemes?hi. BLulrfieri^, and Culr 
nmp afe also prodfiGed» d^led ia the uaddte amA 
€»d of tlie kifit century. The Burghs of Cvipu 
and Sanquhar appear to have had no setts ovm at 
the beginning of this century* The particular 
dates c£ the othser se$ts, exce|)t so 6r as they ha^^ 
be» altcffod, or explained, or recorded, in tb? 
CQurae of tb© present century, do niot aypc^. 

At whatever time the setts were intrqdiSiQe^ it 
appears that they were n<^ in general kpowa t# 
the Canvc^tio^ of Buigb^ at the lime of the 
Unicm. For in the y^ar 1708t the Ck^nventioR 
finding, *' That nothing created mQTO troubte te 
<' them than irregularities and abuses cotnifutted 
<<by partiqulaa? Btirghs in Electing Magistoito} 
<< and Cauneib, CQuteary to their setts and anci^il 
'^ Qondtitutions, appointed each Royal Burgh to 
" send their sett to the Clerk of the Convention 
" to be recorded in a particular book, to the end 
"that any qu^i<Hi about the setts might be 
^^ quickly discussed on producing that book.'' A 
great many setts were accordingly sent to tbe Con- 
^ntion, and many of tho$e produced appear to 
have been coj^ed from the book in which they 
were ordered to be recorded. 
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Bjr tiiie »et8 of iim ^ottiA dParlimetit, ow 
ihowaiid <fiMEr imndied and sixty^^iraie, jnad onfe 
thoasand foar ksindred and seventy^fimc^ men^ 
tioo^ hi'^ )p0tkions, it ifOis ^pointed that Ike 
^d Cmmcfl i^tmAA ^we tbe AewOxiiricd, ^^ 
iBMt tbdoe two ^hoidd >chfU6e tbi iiiigistrictes ^r 
Ofioe^bsaMra; afid tbstlfour pecsons oat of the 
eld akoidd^be 4hxMi^% yearly Jute the newCoutmiL 

A0 Jmve be^ iifta^ddiiced. 

This principle appears to pervade all of the 
present setts prodnced, except perhaps the hifit 
sett of Stirling, the sett of Rutherglen, tmd the 
sett of Wict; and even in those Burghs the prin- 
ciple of self-elfecdon seems to operate in some de- 
gree* 

A state or abstract dif the present systems of 
Election in sixty of the Burghs, so £aT as warrant- 
ed4)y the papers product, is annexed in the Ap- 
pendix (C.) to which, anc^to the^papers themselves, 
your CoHdmittee refer fdr an account of the vari- 
ous modifications of the principle t)f ael^-election, 
and the wifely diflFerent ways of caning it into 
execution. In general, It appeal^ to yotr Com 
mittee, itifeiat in ^thirteen Burghs, No. 9. J^Jtrj 15, 
AnWu&^East^; 16. Dumfries; ^[5^. Jiwjrii^s 
SO. Inverkeithing; 23. Kirkcudbright; 24. Wigton 
59. Dkmbap; 35. Oaill; 48. Latider; 5g.^mnraiet; 
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5S^.Whit&omj and 54. Ding^i^, tihte majority of 
Ae Council either may or tmisi be continued mik< 
out change or re-election j tlmt in No. 20. Kiag* 
horn, one half of the Council are contihued wiA* 
out JUection, and that th«^ is;a65restiictiim against 
re-electing the m^oiity of the: reimaiii^er; tfcrt 
in two Burghs, No. 10. Haddington, smi No; 8^.^ 
Banff, one less than the half of the Council is con- 
tinued, and that with that number a ms^mty 6t 
the Council may be re-elected; that in thirty-<bi»r 
Burghs, viz.: — 



iVb. 2. PERTH, 


Ao.S*.TAIN, 


3; DUNDEE, 


37. FORFAR, 


6. LINLITHGO\V, 


38. ROTHSAY, 


7. St. ANDREWS, 


39. FORRES, 


8. GLASGOW, 


41. NORTH BER- 


11. DYSART, 


WICK, 


13. MONTROSE, 


42. CUJLLEN, 


18. BRUNTISLAND, 


46. SANQUHAR, 


21. BRECHIN, 


47. NEW GALLOWAY 


22. IRVINE, 


48. QUEENSFERRY,. 


25. PITTENWEEM, 


49. KINTORE, 


■ 27. DUMBARTON, 


50. INVERURY, 


28. RENFREW, 


51, INVERBERVIE, 


SO. LANARK, 


55. SELKIRK, 


31. ARBROATH, 


56. CULROSS, 


82. EtGIN, 


58. FORTROSE, 


S3. PEEBLES, 


60. KIRKWALL, 



The Council, or a part of the Council, Elect the 
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ftiajority of the new Council, without. tliere being 
any restrictions in the sett against ^eir te-electing 
a majority of themselves; that in four Burghs, 
No. 4. Aberdeen; 12. Kirkcaldy; 14. Cuper; 
and 26. Dumfermlihe, the old Council Elect the 
Hew, but a majority of the Councellors for the 
ensuing year must be di&rent peirsons. 

But besides what app^alrs from the s^tts of the 
Burghs, in which the old Council may re-elect 
themselves into the new, if there be any restric- 
tion against the re-election of the majority of the 
old Council into the new, the only difierence is\ 
that the Burghs, where there is such restriction, 
will be in the same situation as No. 4, Aberdeen, 
where the majority of the Councellors must be 
changed annually, but where the persons who go 
out of the Council one year,, may be re-elected 
at the distance of a year, by the persons they them- 
selves had Elected for that year. 

This fact of the self-selection of the Councils, 
or the perpetuating the power of leading men iu 
the Council, appears from the first sett of Dum- 
fermline, No. 26, and also from the very strong 
evidence of the sett of Stirling. By the old sett 
of that Burgh, No. 5, eleven out of twenty-one 
of the Council were ordered by the sett to be 
changed yearly, and the Magistrates could not be 
continued in the same oflBce above two years* The 
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Election 177s was declared void, wfe?ii>gt|^i^t 
about by undue influence and corruptj pn^tice^ 
and the Burgh was deprived of , Magisitrat^ and 
CQUftcfl, iV petition ^as presented tp th^j Kiog 
in. Council for a \ratrarit to i^sfcre thp Hagi^trj^tps 
and Council, and to make fiorm iterations in th^, 
sett; and upon the c5)inionj^^f the then Attorney 
and Solicitor Geheralj and the Lord Advocate for 
Scotland, upo p n r efe r e nce^ to tfeem and a ; Com- 
nuttee of the Privy Council a new sett was giveUt 
by which hi3 Majesty in Council directs, th^t " in 
" brdejr to prevent abuses, to which the eld pigM^-. 
** tice was liable,'* a^aajority ^rf* the Council sbaW 
be chosen by the Merc^iaAts and Tra4es eyeyy 
year, and t^o-thirds.of the Council s^aU be Eleqt- 
ed yearly* The following account of the eflfect 
of the former s^ appears, as stated in the petition 
on vhich the warrant fc^ the new sett prwee^; 
" Eleven Members were changed or turned out 
" of the Council yearly; but tibe Guildry or M^er- 
" chants had no choicetn the Members brought into 
"Council out of their own nuuibpr, neither had 
^*they any choice of their own Dean of Guild, 
"he being Heeted and j)rese^ed: to them4?y the 
* common Council. That although no perspn could 
*by Election be continued in the Magistracy of 
' said Burgh longer than tw^o years at on^ time, 
' yet one Magistrate might, and by practiceLoften 
did, continue in Council as one of tlie^.Seven 
"* Ordinary Merchants Councillors, i>r be' made 
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^ Dean of Guild,^ arid bo remain ^ any of these 
^ oflfices For anot^^^ ' year, and cotild be again re- 
** elected a» J^ovost or Bailie for another year,^ 
♦* wherefey the lesidii^g Members in the- Council 
^ had it jn their power to perpetuate themselves in 
♦* office, t and to manage and do in: all matters in 
^ the B^gh as tliey thought propei:/* 

Your Committee have tihought it unne^essa'ry to 
enter Snto any d^ail of the various modes of elect- 
ing tlfe Magistrates^ except inso fitr as they c6me 
within tie description of Members of the Com- 
mon Councils* In some instances, the Magis* 
trates^ure Elected out of the Members of the Coun- 
cil, 2^ in Aberdeen, and in others, oxit of persons^ 
not in the Council. In general, ifie Obuncil for 
the preceding year jfonn the majority of the Elec- 
tors of tiie Miigistrates for the next yearj but in 
four instances, Aiistruther Easter, Kolrenny, Kifk-^ 
wall, \¥ick, and perhaps one or two more, the 
Magistrates ate chosen by a popular Election. 
Wherever that is the case, however^ they are chos- 
en out of lists olrleets given by the Council, either 
of themselves or other persons* Thus in Ahstru- 
ther Easter, the majority; of the Council continue 
without Election J the four Magistrates are chosen 
by the Burgesses out of lists of mne persons for 
Bailies given by the Bailies, -of which they are al- 
ways three, and of three for the Treasurer given 
"by himself^ of which he is always one. The case 

v2 
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ig similar in Kilrenny and Kirkwall; In Wick, if 
the successor of the Earl of Caithness has not re* 
sumed the right of consenting to the choice of 
the Magistrates, which it is said in the sett he had 
relinquished, the Magistrates are Elected by the 
Burgesses, and those Magistrates Elect the Coun- 
cil. If the EarPs successors have resumed the 
right of assenting to the Election of Magistrates, 
of which no evidence appears in the papers produc- 
ed, the right of Election is virtually exercised 
by him; for the Burgesses must Elect Magistrates* 
to whose appointment he will consent, and thos^ 
Magistrates, in so far as appears from the sett, 
havQ the right Qf nominating th^ Councils 

With respect to the particular modes of Election 
in each Burgh, and the various and .minute regu- 
lations respecting the number and description of 
the Magistrates, . and Members of Council, the 
Icets or lists in chusing Magistrates, Councellorsj 
and Deacons, and other usages of ^ like nature, 
the setts differ very widely, and dp not appear to 
depend on any certain or uniform authority, A 
great part of them appear to have arisen from local 
usages. Thus Wigton certifies to the Conven- 
tion in J709, that the sett had been abgerved for 
fifteen years ai)d upwards; Cuper in I7IO, that 
the sett had bee^ observed fojpty years ^nd up^ 
wards, and many others. Indeed a number of the 
setts produced appear to have been copied from 
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the record .the Convention estadblished in 1708, 
Others pf the setts, such as Craill, Banff, Kirk- 
wall, Kinghom, and Rutherglen, appear to have 
been framed by the Town Councils. Some setts,, 
originally framed or altered by the Town Councils, , 
have received the approbation of the general Con-, 
vention of Royal Burghs. Other setts, such as 
Perth, Dumfermline, Inverness, Kirkcaldy, Iri- 
verkeithing, Elgin, Tain, Glasgow, Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh, Queensferry, and Sanquhar, seem to 
owe their force to decisons of private persons, or 
Tof Committees of the general Convention, on ar- 
bitrations made to them by persons who at the time 
appear to have been in the offices of the Magis- 
tracy, Council, Guildry, or Trades, though your^ 
Cotnmittee cannot discover, in any of the papers 
produced, what authority such persons had to sub- 
mit llie public lights of the Companies or Corpor- 
ations, or other privileges beloning either to them 
or to the Trades or Burgesses at large. 

It does not appear to your Committee, that any 
of the setts, except Aberdeen, and perhaps Cupar, 
and one or two morie, are, according to the acts 
of Parliament mentioned in the papers produced; 
neither do they appear to be in conformity with 
the Charters which contain clauses of Election ; 
and it is evident, that neither in the acts of Par- 
liament nor in the Charters, is there any founda- 
tion or authority for many of the local usages that 
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hdve 4i^ *5irtf cSfo^^ ihb modes of 

Ejection in particular Burghs. It appeats^ibatr 
many of the setts have been altered, either more 
or less materially, in €he eourSe of the present* 
century, either by the authority of the Town Cotin-^ 
cils themselves, aided & general by the appijoli^^' 
tion df the CoriViention, or by the Convention, or 
by decrees-arbitral of private persons, or by usage*. 
In New Galloway in particular, though, ^^, seit . 
produced in 1788 is said to have been observed 
since the first erection of the Burgh in 1629, yet' 
it is mfaterialiy different from the sett retunied to 
iJie Convention in 1709 without any authority ap- 
pearing for the change; and in Selkirk, in the 
same hianner the sett recorded in thei>odks 6f Cbri« 
vention states, that the Council were continued 
without Election; but by the sett produced to the 
House of Commons in 1788, it appears. iSere i* a 
regular annual Election* 
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\h^ ,mt]^Qnty <?f Parljianaeat, or a gf^^tor 
fiuw levied m ^nie of C^ss, Steftt, « 
Larid Tax, thaB fc paid to GoyienoQent, 
'aod k fixpeflded in the collection taken 
toge&er^ 

Iri the year*1789, an order was made for4n ac- 
cmnt of 9Si sutns leviisd under the nade of CesSf 
Stem/ i)r Lanki Tax, iaiaach pfthe Ro)rai Butghs, 
for, the iast tea years, dii^iiogimhing the siiioui. le- 
vied me^ch year:} ariiacCount of aU Stums of Bioney 
paid the Go&Gt2)m ^s iiie expeiice of cciiecldmg 
the same; and an account of all sums of mondy 
pkid* the Receiver-General of the Land Tax in 
Scotland from each of the Royal Burghs, in the 
name of Cess, Stent, or Land Tax, for each of the 
ja.ldLkst tea years. " 

^^ The ISve Burghs of Pitte^nweem, Anstruther 
Wester, Selkirk, Lochmaben, ^d. I^ornoclf, made 
no returns to this order. Th% Iwand Tax payable 
by them amounts to j^80 : 18^: 8 per annum; or, 
for ten years, the time specified in the order, 
^809 : 6 : 8. The Burgh of Anstruther Easter 
has made a^return, iii which neither the Bum col- 

, lected iior the sum paid is mentioned; but it is 
said that prior to Michaelmas 1789» ** James John- 
" ston has been near fifty years Treasurerir and in 
^nhe us^^<rfJCQllectingJ:he Cess^ and h^, affirms 
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" that he never had, any salary for doing so; but 
*« that since 1777, when the Town made up the 
" deficient Cess to him, he is again considerably in 
** advance for deficient Cess, owing to his lenity in 
" not prosecuting such as were taxed by the Stent- 
** masters, who plead excuses that have not been 

" brought to an issue.** 

/ 
I 

The following Tables contain the sums levied^ 

Collector's salary, and the amount of the Land 

Tax paid Government, the difiference between them 

for ten years, the period of the orders, and the 

average difference for one year in each Burgh. 
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ways, besides what is levied, Q-'- ' ' i 
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:■' Mtf ^Qwfmmtit, ' . 4603 

I^ra^ce y^g-^iaSaxy tb'^Col- T 

lc«tors, . - - - ^y^'bi^^ '%^ 






Ten Biffghs, K^kc^dlM^ht, Di^rlcrn^iD^^ 

fOfs, fNorth Berwick, Qhucgfisfigrry, Rutherglen, 

TCirkcaidy, St. Andrews, Dysgft, ^nd Irvine^ 

^ } ^here the e:Sactiort, beside^' wliat* is pai'd Xjbvern- 

(^pent,^ an4 the ex|>ei^ce^of qoliBcting^-^n^i^ts ^ 

jf912 :)$xS: «-12ths, have neither carried i^ to 

4t2jue;ac^imt of the Revenue, nor made aaiy epif^ise 

whatever fof the extra exa?tg)n; • ^ ;*./:* 




ami fflveMfcss, wfaieore ttie e^ra cicaciibir ^t 
son or excuse for ^4xich1s iifit^d alt *die-iSt)'t(!OTi 
oAh6 ferM; tkl)le) amounts to'Ubove £9000 S^hiot 
earry. it to the^tcpOUftt <^ t)i# 

^y that the extra exaction is imposed by authority, 

and acts of Head ^oufts in Gfet^ai; Mfs^ngp Jjf 

the Inhabitants, for the exp€no|B of wfj^jj^^-^^ing 

^nd l?g^ting=;^tkf jtoae^^ appears to your 
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.Committee, that in none of the returns, exc^t 
Aberdeen smd Banff, is any tax said to be imposed 
by the authority of Head Courts in General Meet- 
ingB of the Inhabitants; and that neither in those 
twp Burghs, iUi Edinburgh, in Inverness, nor in 
any.pf the Burghs where an e^stra exaction ap* 
pears, is there any act of Parliament, or othe^ 
similar authority, for infiposing the taxes or extra 
exactions, the £1250. j?er ^mnt^TW levied iu Edin- 
burgh, by act of Parliament, for the Town Guard, 
being perfectly distinct from the sums said to be 
iniposed with the land tax. 

The other fifteen Burghs in the two first tables 
carry the extra exaction to tlie account of the 
annual revenue, either wholly, or more generally 
in part, after deductipg certain payments which 
liave no relation whatever to the l^-nd tax, or tp 
theexpence of collecting it. Thus the Magistrates 
of Brechin admit, that in the year I788, they 
levied ^80, or more than double ^39 : 10 : paid 
to the Receiver General, After deducting ^7 : 9 : 10 
as the expence of levying the assessment, they 
likewise deduct £16:2:7 for eque and missive, 
dues, and Commissioners expences to Ccmventipju 
articles which appear to have no relation to the 
land tax, and to be merely a part of the ordinary 
expence of every Royal Burgh. Nothing mora, 
thsm the balance of ,^17 j 10 : 5 or excrescence^ 
as it is called, of the Cess, ?ifter those dcductioui^ 

H 
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is feafrie^d to thfe account of the revenue. Tfe^ 
same is the case in Sanquhar and Fqrfer. 

Tlie Magistrates of Foifar say, that the extra 
exaction, more than two thirds of the sum paid 
<xovernment, is owing to an increase of inhabit 
tants, nothing more being levied from individuals 
than formerly. 

As the Magistrates of Nairn say, that the Bur- 
*ge«ses cheerfully acquiesce in the exaction, because 
they have access to the Town's commons, mosses^ 
and quarries, without any payment, your Com- 
mittee have examined the Charter of Nairn pro- 
duced, and it appears to be granted to the Provost, 
vBailies, Burgesses, and' Inhabitants. No other 
reasons or excuses for the extra exaction appear 
in the papers produced. 

From the return of the Burgh of Gampbelton 
it appears, that for the first nine of the ten years, 
the sum actually levied is specified, without men- 
tioning whether any deduction had been made for 
deficieiices in the collection. In the tenth yeai', 
the sum imposed on the inhabitants is mentioned, 
being nearly five times the amount of the whole 
sum paid to Government; but of that sum it is 
said only four-fifths cain be made effectual, leavihg 
one-fifth, or a sum nearly equal to what is paid 
Government for deficiences in that year. Now, it* 
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appears to yooi" Committee, that more than forty 
of the Burghs have given qo account of any sums- 
allowed for deficiencies in the collection, the ac- 
counts appearing to he the sums actually levied^ 
and nc^L.tlie^uma imposed on the inhabitants* 

It likewise appears to your Committee, that the 
salarlea to the collectors,: and expence of collecting 
the Gess, is fixed at the discretion :of the Magi's* 
trates and Town Councils: That it is very different 
in different Burghs, and in many instances amounts 
to a most extravagant rate on the sum.paixl Govern- 
ment. In ten Burgha np salary is ireturned, viz. 
Annan, where no Cess is levied from the inhabitants 
as it is paid out of the rents of a fishing belonging 
,fe>therti;aAd Forfar, North Berwick, Sjanquhaf^ 
Rutherglen, Campbelton, Fortrose, Kintore, and 
Dumbarton, where the Cess seems to be collected 
by the Treasurer or others, without any salary,, 
alongwith the other branchesof theBurghrevenue;. 
and Forres» where the Magistrates' return, that na 
salary is fixed for thie collector, but the persons 
liable in payment make him what satis&ction they 
please for his trouble. - 

A table of the r&te of the expence on the sum 
paid Government in forty-five other Burghs, is an- 
nexed in the Appendix (D.) amounting from 
2 3-l6ths to 39 per cent, on the sum paid to 
.Opveranj^. ^ 
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4, The amount of the annual Revenues of the 
Royal Burghs. 

An order was made in the year 1789 for an ac- 
count of the gross Revenue of each of the Royal 
Burghs for the year 1788, 

The Burgh of Kttenweem and Anstruther West- 
er, made no returns to this order, 

, The. amount of the annual 
Revenues of the other Sixty- 
four Burghs, according to the 
account produced, and sums 
stated, by the Magistrates, Ap- 
pendix (E.) amount to - . 5^44,783 14 6^ 

It appears that 
in Edinburgh 
^1,250 is le- 
vied for the 
Town Guard, 
and is not car- 
ried to the 
account of the 
Revenue ^ - ^1,250 0. 

Exaction of 
Cess in Edin- 



Car./orwardy £U250 ^44,783 14 6^ 
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Brt.ftyimm'dy rfl,250 ^44,783 14 6^^ 

burgh, Aber- 

deen& Banff, 

not carried to 

account of the 

Revenue, - 1,020 17 l^f 
Ditto in Eight 

other Burghs, 

average one 

year, - ^ 91 6 



- 2,362 3 l|f 
ig47445 17 7i^ 



5. Whether the lands and other heritable pro- 
perty of the Royal BurgKs have been alien- 
ated by the Magistrates and Common Coun- 
cils, and in what manner ; and whether debts 
have been contracted, and the common pro- 
perty dilapidated. 

The Charters of the Royal Burghs, produced, 
contain grants and confirmations of many lands, 
fishings, and other real property; but as in general 
the description is by the name or boundaries, the 
precise value or extent of the property does not 
appear from the Charters. There is iDfuly one in- 
stance where it is in some measure ascertained. 
By a Charter in 1536, King James grants to the 
Bailies, Burgesses, and Community of Selkirk-^ 
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licence ta break and till yearijr 1^000>qre5 of tbdir 
common lands of their said Burgh^in >yhat part 
thereof they pleased, with power to themt^j^ither 
to occupy the lands, or to lease them tojteri^)ita ^s 
they shall think most expedient. ^ ,. ^ 

Although the precise value and extent of tht 
common property of the Burghs granted by the 
Charters cannot be ascertained, it appears to-your 
Committee, that within 'pighteen y^ars aft^ the 
^ct 14i^9, it was enacted, by an act of the Scot- 
.tish Parliaments 1487, cap. 108, that the Elec- 
tion of officers in Boro^ughs should be made *' of 
•• tlie best and worthiest indwellers of the town, 
*< and not by partiality or mastership." It appears 
to your Committee, that before the new system 
of Burgh Government was introduced by tlie act 
14S9y there is no instance of any complaint that 
^Elections had been made by partiality or master- 
ship. 

By the act of the Scottish Parliament,^ about 
sixteen years after, in 1503, cap. 80. it was enact- 
ed, "That all officers having office of jurisdiction. 
*' within Burgk should be annually changed, and 
** that none have jurisdiction within Boroughs^ un- 
less they use merchandize within the same/* 

The act 26 of the Scottish Parliament, held in 
the year 1535^ thirty-two years after, proceeds on 
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the fdlcwiiig Aamdre: l^-IBecimse all our Sc^er^ 
** eign Lord Burrowes are put to poverty, wasted 
** and destroyed in their goods and policy, anci 
^* almost ruinous, thro' fault of using of merchan- 
^* dize, and thro* being of outlandsmen, Provost, 

** Bailies, and Aldermen within Burgh, for their 

• • • * > 

" own particular weil, in consuming of the common 
** good of Burrows, granted to them by our Sover- 
^* eign Lord and his predecessors Kings of Scot- 
** land, for the uphold of honesty and policy wiA- 
^ in Burgh/' 

The act of the Parliament of Scotland, in the 
year l609, cap. S. seventy-four years after, dis- 
charging- noblemen and gentlemen to be elected 
officers of Boroughs,- proceeds on this narrative: 
** Neither yet the course intended by his Majesty 
** for discharging ndblemen and gentlemen to be 
** elected Provost and Magistrates of Bnrrowes 
** (whereof none should be capable but Burgesses, 
^^ actual traffickers, and inhabitants of the said 
^* Boroughs) has taken such effect as is maist ne- 
^ cessary for preservation of the liberties and good 
** estate of the said Boroughs, and hindering the 
•*. dissipation of their common good, and pcrver- 
•* ting of their privileges.'* - - 

In the year l684,' seventy-five j^ars after, King 
Charles the Second granted a. commission for en- 
quiring into the affkirs of Boroughs. Inthat com- 
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toission his Majesty expressly says, "We under-^ 
** standing that in many of our Royal Burghs the 
"common property and ReveBues have hy the 
'* Magistrates for the time, been either profusely 
"^dilapidated, or privately peculated, and for the 
." most part have been applied to ends and purposes 
" totally different from those directed by law, or 
" by the beneficent donations made by us and our 
" illustrious ancestors, but more particularly that 
" our Royal Burghs, without any necessity, have 
"contracted debts, and that after grants and do- 
" nations altogether sufficient for the discharge of 
** these debts were made by us and our predeces- 
" sors, and after burthens were imposed by the con- 
" sent of the citizens for payment of these debts, 
" J^et they for the greater part, in most of our 
" Royal Burghs, remain unpaid, and the Revenues 
** arising from the common good, from our most 
" liberal and beneficent gifts, and the voluntary 
*' contributions of the citizens have been wasted 
^*and ni^isapplied; from whence there have pro- 
" ceeded not only numberless murmurs and com. 
" plaints in Burghs, but also those that prefer their 
" private advantage to the common interest of the 
" Burghs, and to the dignity and office of Magi- 
" stracy, have excited factions and divisions in or- 
" der to procure themselves to be elected to the 
" offices of Magistracy, and in order that they, 
" their friends, relations and dependants might 
"be continued in that office, from whence they 
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Mmig^ take ocemion to squander the jpn^ertief^ 
ft and revenaes of the Burgh in rewarding their 
••friends, and supporting their factions in .lite 
" Burgh : Whereas, if they were strictly compelled 
^ to reader an account of the public prq^rty and 
** revenue o£ the Burgh, to prove that the same 
^were necei^sarfly and prc^tably applied to th^ 
'^ common uses anda^yrs of the Burgh, to render 
•<an apcoilnt of their dilapidations and mki^li- 
•* cations, and to pay and indemnify the same to 
^ the Buigh^ and if they were otherwise fined and 
^puniidied, m the laws of the kingdom require, 
^ for their corrupt administration, then these evil* 
•^ would in a great measure be remedied and pre^ 
•* vented, from whence miurmurs and complaints 
-♦* would cease, contentions for the office of Ma- 
f* gistrates would be restrained and mitigated, and 
. ^* merchants and manufacturers, and other citizens 
^' c^ Burghs, would diligently and peaceably follow 
•< their callings and professions, and our Burghs 
>*be well and peaceably governed, &c/' The 
.Commission, which is in Latin, is annexed in the 
Appendix (F*) . : 

In the claim of rights presented to King WiU 
liam and.Queen Mary, on the 11th of April 1689, 
five years after, one ^of the grievances specially 
«entiopfed is the subverting, by the abdicated fa- 
mily, the rights of the Boyal Burghs, the Third 
Estate of Parliament " imposing on them not only 

I 
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" Magistrates, but also the Town CouheUs bxA 
*• Qeiis, contrary to thdr liberties and express 
"Charters/' 

One of the special articles of grievances pre- 
sented to King William, in pursuance of the claim 
of rights of the tiiirteenth of April 1689, was, 
** That the grievahces of the Boroughs be con- 
" sidered and redressed in Parliament.'* 

By the act of Union, " The rights and privi- 
•* leges of the Royal Burghs in Scotland shall re- 
" main entire after the Union, and notwithstanding 
« thereof.*' 

The act of the Scottish Parliament, in the year 
1693, cap. 28. anent tlie common good of Royal 
Biirrowes, proceeds in this narrative: ^*That the 
** Royal Burrowes of the kingdom, erected and 
*"^ provided with thedr respective public goods and 
"revenues, are of late,' through the mai-admini- 
** stration of the>Ms^is6rates and others, to whom 
*^ the management of the public goods and reve- 
**nues have been committed, fallen into great 
" debts and burtheps, to the diminution' of the 
" dignity of the estate of Burrows," &c. ♦' 

In the next year, 1694, a commission, ^ pro- 
** ceeding on the same narrative, was granted by 
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** the Crown to certain persons, for enquiring into^ 
*' the administration of Boroughs.** 

In the year 1691, John Anderson, then Provost 
of Glasgow, in the name and behalf of that Bo- 
rough, presented a supplication to the General 
Convention of Royal Boiroiigi>s, which is of the 
following tenor : ** That whir the Towa of Glas- 
**gow, having of a considerable time by gone 
^* flourished in Jts trade and inhabitants, and paid 
**a large share of the public burthens due and 
** payable by the state (rf Burrowes; true it is, that 
^* of late the said Burgh is become altogether iii- 
^' capal)le of subsistence, in regard of these heavy 
** burthens that lie thereupon, occasioned by the 
*? vast sonmes that have been borrowed by the late 
** Magistrates, and the misapplying and dilapida- 
" lion pf the Tounes piitrimonie, in suffering theil- 
^* debts to swell, and emplc^ing the ©ominon stock 
" ft>r their own sinistrous ends and uses, whiriii, it 
"the petitioner should be express in the particu- 
** lar, it would accordingly tend to the dishonoin 
** and disparagement of those whose duty it wa . 
'** to have been the patriots- and supporters of tljc 
" plac«. But, without any design to reflect or 
** expatiate upon the misdemeanours, the petitioi^ 
<* er humbly represents, that there was an ahscliue 
♦♦ and indispensable necessity for the presToit Mj,- 
^* gistratt^s to ^ell and dijq>ose of a great part of 
•* thir patritnonie, e^cially the iand^ and baron jo 

I 2 " 
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"cf ProvaB^ towards the defraying of their Bftost 
" urgent and pressing debts, and without doing 
" thereof they cannot propose any personal secu- 
<• rity from the Townes Creditors, nor will ther be 
*^ any persons found to represent the Towne m the 
<* dBSice of Magistracie, till they be secured froBli 
** legal diligence (i. c process of the law) whick 
"can only be dc^ne by disposing of their patrl* 
" monie to a present salej and therefore desiring 
•* the Convention to interpose their authority, and 
** grant warrant to the present said Magistrates 
•* and Council of Glasgow to sell and dii^one their 
*^ lands of Provan, and such other lands of few 
.«* duties, as belong to them, to be employed for 
*< payment of the foresaid debts, as the supplica^ 
** tion bears; which, being considered by the Coo- 
*' vention, they hereby interpose their authority, 
**and grant warrant to the present Magistrate^ 
«< and Council of Glasgow to sell and dispone their 
** said lands of Provan, to be en^loyed for pay- 
.**ment of the debts owing to the said Burgh of 
"Glasgow/* 

And that the General Convention of jthe Royal 
Burghs of Scotiand did themselves entertair^ widi 
regard to the general administration of the Burghs, 
the sentiments contained in the above-mentioned 
supplicatioh from the Burrowe of Glasgow, » ap- 
pears from an act of the General Cmr^aEition in 
the year l69Xi which states that there were " Many 
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^comfdtmto given into the respective General 
•* Conveatiom of Borrowed these several years bj 
** past by many particular Burghs, yea universally 
** by the whole Royal Burroughsj complaining of 
** their poverty, want, and decay of trade, and that 
*• they are not rightly adjusted in the tax roll as 
^ to the quota and proportion of burden; and con* 
** sidering, that there has been remedies proposedj 
^* yet none has been received with that universal 
^^ satisfaction as a general search and inquirie to be 
*' made into the state and condition of every Burgh 
** as to their trade and common good, by a visi* 
^ tation to be made over the whole !Qurrough$« 
♦* which, although not practised formerly, yet it^ 
** thought to be the most just and equal w&y how 
<< to adjust the tax roll, if impartiallie gone about} 
•* therefore the Convention ordains every particu* 
•* lar Royal Bui"^ within the kingdom to be vi- 
^< sited as to their trade and common good, con- 
^' form to the instructions hereunto subjoined, and 
♦* for that effect appoints and nominates four visi- 
«tors, &c/' 

In the year 1789> an order was made for an ac* 
count of all lands and other heritable property, 
0old, feued, or dienated by the Magistrates since 
the Union, specifying the price for which the same 
were sold, and the rent received for the last year, 
ihQ same were let prior to the alienation. 
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The Burghs of Fortrose, Pittenweciri, and 
Lochmaben, did not make any return to this or- 
der. Very voluminous accounts were produced 
hy many of the otlier Burghs, 

' On examining those accounts your Committee 
have found it impossible to make any general and 
accurate state of the transactions respecting the 
alienation of the lands. In some instances the 
lands are sold for an annual feu-duty or ground 
rent, without any price; in others for a price 
■without any feu-duty; and in others both for a 
feu-duty and a premium. In a great many in- 
stances the rents of the property, previous to the 
alienation, i3 not specified. In some cases the 
property is said to have been waste; in others, 
that the rent, the price on the feu-duty, could not 
be ascertained. In some cases the price received 
is not mentioned. The dates of the sales are 
omitted in Dumbarton. In Annan, the Magistrates 
say, that they alienated lands to a considerable 
amount with the consent of the inhabitants; but 
neither the dates of the sales, the names of the 
lands, the former rent, the price received, or any 
other particulars, are mentioned. In some cases, 
as Dumfries, the lands are said to have been in the 
occupation of the Burgesses as common pasturage, 
so that the former rent or value does not appear. 
The return for the Burgh of Edinl)urgh bears to 
be an acccunt of those lands only which belonged 
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to. the Bw:^ dtitlte Union, and have bjacBi'^lfca? 
ated stnoe that timis; but the return does li&t wp(fk 
cify the sale of any lands, or other real property 
which they had acquired sinc6 the Union, and ia 
C^Dnsequeace the: whole of the alienations in that 
Burgh is made to amount only to ^£6000 since the 
year 1707» though the return of the Revenue' 
states that the fw-duty or quit reaot of lands pay 
able to the Burgh amounts to above rflSOO, of 
which more than ji9Q0 is paid for lands over which 
the .Royalty of the Burgh was exjtended by j22 
Geo, II. chap. 26, There is no account of this 
sales of the lands of Hospitals, except in the re- 
turn of the Biirgh of Dundee, 

. ■ ♦ 
There is one instance of the deficiency and ^- 
certainty of the returns respecting the alienations, 
which youriCommittee think it necessary to nida- 
tion. The return of Haddington states, that iit 
1730, and afterwards, the Barony of Gladsmuir 
was feued at the rent for which the lands were 
held ini; lease, converted into a feu-duty, or, ijtiit 
rent, and the whole of that feu-duty appears by 
the return of the Revenue to be about ^48. By 
an act of the Council of Haddington, in; January 
1727, it api^ears, that a Mr. Menzies, of Letlram, 
offered to take a common improving lease of the. 
Barony at the rent of ^100 p^ annmt, and to. 
consent that certain parts of the lands, and suffi- 
cient pasturage fof the cattle of the Burgesses, 
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mA die liberty 6f raking coal, thdiHd he etcefAad 
fimn the Idase. It appeals, that this oier wU 
%&t accepted : That the lands were leased at j8M^ 
mtd soon after that the leases woare changed into 
feus or perpetual rights, with<Mit any piu^ m pe«^ 
mium, and the rent converted into a fbinibity^ 
The wliole of this transaction was made liy ]^« 
vate sale, e:iccept one parcel of twenty«eight acres 
leued by public auction, 1745, at £6 t 19 3 6} 
but in 1756, this fbu-duty is reduced to more than 
<»ne4hird less, without any teason being given ftl 
tile reduction. 

By an act of Council of HaddkigtoU) 90fh 
January 1733, it appears, that ^^ those feus were 
<^ granted dandestinely^ and ivben there was not 
M a quorum of disinterested persons present; and 
^therefore the Council uniudmously condescend^ 
^ ed» that the said Charters be reduced, and pro^ 
*< cess be intented for that ptupose.'^ 

Two &cts appear from the returns; that the 
Magistrates and Council possess the power of sel- 
ling aiid alienating the common lands of the Burgiis 
gp^anted to the Burgesses by th^ Charters, or pur- 
i^iaaed with their common monies, property, ot 
'teltenues, and that this power may be exercised in 
any manner the Magistrates and Coundl think 
pfoper. 
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• fs the wiud« -of the alienations iiince the Unioti^ 
Ifaere does IM>t aj^ar above one hundred instances 
^dieN the property was sold by public sale or auc- 
IbUm ; about that number of instances are men- 
tiiMitd in the returns, although the order for an 
account of the alienations does not direct that it 
diould be specifiedi whether they were made by 
public or private sale. The amount of the debts 
contracted by the Magistrates and Town Councils, 
nor the causes for which they were contracted, 
nor the uses to which the money was applied, do 
not i^ear from the accounts, no order having 
been made for an account of the debts of the 
Boyal Burghs, or the causes of their contraction, 
or the application of the money; but that thcJ 
Council may and do contract debts is established, 
not only by the acts of Parliament and Commis- 
sions already mentioned, but likewise by the ac- 
counts from Perth, Stirling, and two or three of 
the smaller Burghs, where the debts are mention- 
ed. The debts of Perth exceed j^l6,000, and 
j^lOOO of that sum was contracted in the year 
1788. Itie debts of Stirling exceed ^5000. 
The three other small Burghs are in debt from 
j^lSOO to jfyOO each. In many instances it 
appexurs that lands have been sold for the pay- 
ment of debts. It likewise appears, that in the 
year 1722, the Burgh of Edinburgh was in debt 
above jf47,500, as provision is made for pay- 
ment of that sum, at least, of their debt, during 

K 
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the continuance of an act of 9 ,Gfeo;I. cap. 14. 
afterwards extended and continued to 1799 by 1 
Geo. IL cap. 22. Glasgow and Arbroath ^Iso ap* 
poar to -have oontracted very ^considerable debts, 
by seveial acts of Geo. I. and II. and 27. Geo. 
III. chap. 46. imposing and continuing a duty. of 
two pennies on the pint of ale for payment of those 
debt§, and other purposes. 

In some of the Burghs possessed of landed pro- 
perty it appears, that no sales to any considerable 
amount have been made since the Union; and la 
those Burghs, such as Kirkcudbright, Dumferm- 
line, and Selkirk, the greatest part of their revenue 
consists of the rents of their lands. 

In those Burghs which have sold lands since 
the Union, it appears to your Committee, that 
the gross amount of the prices of the lands alien- 
ated, so far as stated in the returns, may amount 
to about one hundred thousand pounds sterling- 
Taking the Tents as at the period of the sale, and 
without reference to the present value of property 
sold, and supposing that all the property, the rent 
of which is not ascertained, specified, or mentioned 
in the return, was waste, it would appear that the 
whole feu-duty received in all the Burghs is more 
than equal to the-rent said to have been received for 
the lands at tlie time of the alienation, besides tlie 
prices received on the alienation. Of those prices. 
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so far as specified in the returns, it appfears fb^ 
your Committee, that scarcely. any part now re- 
main with the Burghs. The only instance wheri? 
money is returned as part of the common property 
is in the Buigh of Ayr. The Magistrates sold 
somelands in I757 fok- above \§g7{X)0, and iby the 
return of the r^venua of thiat Burgh i^ I788, it 
appears that the Burgh was then possessed of 
jfiSOOO in money^ the interest of whidi is entered 
as one of the articles of- the revenuie-:. ■ 

From a consideration of the dffierent authori- 
ties and papers produced, it appears, that from a 
^oery eady^jpteriod^ after the year 1469, when a new 
mode of electing the Magistrates and Gonunon 
Council was introduced, by which the old Council 
wa:^" authorised to chuse the new, the administra- 
tion, of the afeirs of the Royal Burghs. appears to. 
have been matter of gr^at and frequent complaint 
in several of the Royal Burgh*, as repeatedly de^ 
claredbythe Parliament, and by the Executive 
Government of Scotland, by, the claim of rightsyi 
by suppiicatipns of indiv'idual Burghs to the Ge- 
neral Convention, and hy- the acts of the General 
Gonventidri.itself^ that the principle of election^ 
introddted by:that statute still continues to act? 
universally, ;or almost universally, in the Royal 
Burghs, although with respect to the particular 
modifications of that principle, and the various ' 
^vays in which itJias.been carried into, effect^ :the> 
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hiodes of election in the Burghs appear to be 
widely different, to depend on no certain or 
uniform authority, and to be maintained in di- 
rect contradiction to tlje clauses of election in 
a great majority of the Charters; that Taxes 
have been imposed without the authority of Parw 
liament, and greater sums levied in the naine of^, 
or together with the Land Tax, tb«i what k 
paid to Government, and the expence of collect- 
ing taken together^ and that the powers exer- 
cised by the Town Councils before the Union, of 
contracting debts, d;isposing of the comBEMiQ re- 
venues, and alienating the common ]»'operty md 
common lands of the Burghs at tlmr plmsure^ 
remain unaltered md undiminished^ 



In conclusion, your Committee think it their du^ 
ty to state, that the petitioners, in their petitions^ 
proffered additional evidence by the oral testimony 
of witnesses, and otherwise, to substantiate the diffef* 
ent allegations in the petitions, in case it sduDuld 9f* 
pear to be necessary, particularly aa to grievanccal 
stated in the petitions, to which the papers cm)ef«^ 
td and returned do not apply, such as th^ aetiud 
mismanagement and misapplication of the Reve^ 
nues, the contractions of debts, the iraiit of ft 
jurisdiction of accounts, the neglect irf* pc^ce^ 
partiality in quartering soldiers and apportibmng 
l^e Cess, and the refusing the Burgei^ea ac^esi t9 
the accounts and records of tbe Biu|^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 



^ m mm mmm mt^m^0tmm m m»mmmmm^m99 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I Digitized by LjOOQIC 



APPENDIX (a-) 



Schedule of the Royal Burghs in Scotland^ and 
Copies of the Clauses <f Election in some of the 
Charters. 



L 



. BURGHS, the Charters to which contain a 
clause of Election to Burgesses, or to In- 
habitants, or to both, or either, joined with 
the Magistrates, or with the Community, 
or with consent of particular persons. 

.1. Bruntisland, 1541 j Inhabitants. Vide No. 1. 

Article 4. 
>2. Kinghorn ; Burgesses and free Inhabitants.. 

3. Anetruther Wester; Burgesses et Uberi homi- 

nes. 

4. Dumbarton; Burgesses, Bailies, Counsellors, 

Community, and Inhabitants. 
J. Renfrew; Burgesses, . Provost, Bailios, and 

Inhabitants. 
Cu Arbroath; Burgesses. 
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7- Culross; Burgesses. — JST. B. Provost to -416 
elected, if of suflSeient age, out of the 
family q£ Colvill, of Easter Wemyss. 
8., BaiifiV Burgesses. ' 
9. Rothsay ; narrative Burgesses j for the ife novo. 

Vide No. 9- Article 4. ^ 
10. Forres J Burgesses. ^ 

^1. Lauderi Burgesses and Comnmnity. 
19m Annan j ditto. 

13. Sanquhar; Burgesses bx)^ Inhabitants. 

14. New Galloway J Inhabitants, Council, aqd 

Community. 

15. Kintore; Burgesses and Community. 

16. Inverury; Burgesses. 

17. Inverary; Burgesses, out of a leet by the 

Marquis of Argyle for Provost and Bailies. 

18. Inverbtrvie; Burgesses. 

19. Stranraer ;^ Burgesses, Counsellors, Inhabi- 

tants, aad whde Community. 

20. Efingwallj Burgesses and Inhabitants. 

31. Selkirk^ Burgesses and Community, 1535* 
Vide No. 10. Article 4. for 1540. 

22. Nairn J Provost, Bailies, Burgesses, and In- 

liabitants. 

23. Fortrose; Burgesses and Inhabitants. 

24. Aratruther Easter; Burgesses and Freemen. 

25. Elgin; Burgesses. 

26. Domock; Inhabitants, Council, and Commu- 

nity. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



81 



S7- \Vlck; InhaDitents and Burgesses,* with con- 
sent of the Earl of Caithness, aiid not 
otherwise, for Provost. 
S8. Jedburgh; Burgesses, cum avisamento of the 

Council and Officers. 
29. Whithorn; Burgesses . and . Inhabitants, cum 

avisamehta of the Prior of Candide Case. 
^. Irvine; ProVost, ' Bailies, Council, anil Bur- 

gesses. 
31. Lochmaben; Burgesses and free Inhabitants. 
S2. Pittenweem; free Burges«es, with consent of 

the Prior and Convent of Pittenweem. 

II. 

^ BURGHS, the Charters to which contain a 
Clause of Election to the Provost, Bai- 
^^ lies. Council, arid Community. 

1. Stirling. 

2. Haddington. — N. 2J. Provost not mentioned 

3. Kirkcaldy. ^ ^ ^^^. ^^ _ 

4. Bruntisland.— See No. 1/ Parf I. 

'5. Brechin. — N.B. Provost not mehtioned. 

6. Kirkcudbright. ' - - c-s-- . 

7. Dunbar. 

8. Lanark. / • *: 

9* Rothsay, de novo ofthe Carter, No. 9* Part I. 
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10. Sdkirk, a grant of £he office of Provoftt not 

mentioned in the fonner Charter, $1 • Part L 

11. Peebles. 

in. 

BURGH3, the Charters to which, as pro* 
duced, contain a Ciausfc^I^ecticm to the. 
Magistrates and CounciL 

1. Glaffgow. 

2. Inveilceithtng. 

3. Tain. 

4. Forfar, * . * 

5. Kikenny. The Charter is granted by Bethcme 

of Balfour, a subject superior, saxd not by 
the Crown. 

6. CampbletoB, out of a leet by the Earl of 

Argyle. 

IV. 

BURGHSt the Charters to which, as pro. 
duCed, do not a{qpear to contain any clause 
for the election of Magistrates and Coun* 
cil. 

J. PERTH. 
3^ DBKDSE. 
3. A6£RI>EE)r. 
♦. LINLITHGOW. 
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i. St. ANDREWS. 

6. DYSART. 

7, MONTROSS. 
9. CUPAR. 

9. DUMiflttES. * - 

iO. INVERNESS. ' - 

.,,.., J1..WI0T0WN. . . ; 

42. DUNFERMLINE. 
13.RUTHERGLEN. 
44. NORTH BERWICK. . 
' I5.CULLEN. 

16. QUEEN8FERRY. • - 

171 EDINBURGH. 
18. AYR. . . , I 

On account of diflferent Charters, three of the 
Boroughs are stated both under Articles I. and 
H. They are» Bruntisland, Rothsay, and Sel- 
kirk. 

Number under Article I S3 

Ditto 11 11 

Ditto III 6 

Ditto IV 17 

Deduct twice atated a$ above ....>•••• 3 

•Remain ......; 64 

And there are two which have pro- 
duced no Charters, viz. Kirkwall , 
and Craill ......«.,..»...,..» 2 

Making the total" number of Royal 
Burghs at this period ...1 ^ Ci 

L'2 '■•; ■ 
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BURGHS, the Charters to which contain m 
clause of Election to Burgesses, or to In* 
habitants, or to both, or either, joined with 
the Magistrates, or with the Community, 
or with content <rf particular persons. 

I. BmitHstand.-^'i^otorial Copy Charter James 
V. Anno 1541. 
Cum tK>test^ete faiAntatoribus diet, vills, 
burgi, et portus, pra^ositum, ballivos, 
et oflSciarios, per, nos nunc eligendi, bur^ 
genses et gildae facere et creare; nee non 
eorum praspositum, ballivos^ consules, et 
curiae clericum, omnes alios officiarios 
prasdicti burgi et portus, commodo ct 
•utilitate, prout eis expedire videbitur^ 
eligere. 



With power to the inhabitants of the said City, Burgh and Poit, 
now granted by us of choosing a Provost, Bailies, and OfBcftf«, to 
create and make Burgesses and Guildry; and also to choose their 
Provost, Bailies, Counsellors, and Clerk of Court,. and all other 
Officers of the said Burgh and Port for their advantage and utility as 
shall seem to tbem meet . > . s 
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. S»; itw^Aom.— -Nbtotial^CJ^y Charter of Confir- 
mation^ and novo damns granted by King 
^altnesr Vr. 12th December I6II. 

. . Grsmted dicto burgo, pra^osito^ balHvis^ 
€onciiio, et liberis bus^nsibus, et edriim 
successoribus. ] ? 

Cum speciali et plena potesta,tf? bijr^nsi- 
bus et liberis incolis diet, burgi^ et eorum 
ssuccessoribusi faciendii eljgendi, et q®* j 
stituendi, et creandi praepositum, b^llivos, 
thesaurarium, decanmn gildae^ conailia- 
rios burgenses, officiarios, et alia f mem- 
. bra quaecunque necessaria infra dictum 
burgum, pro gubernatione et adininistra- 
tione ejusdem» et eosdem amiuatim mu- 
tandi, aut retinendi unum aut omnes, 
pront ipsis visum fuerit. 

Graoteil to the said JBurgh, tbe Provost, Bailies, Council and 
l^'Bvrgesses and their SBcceSBors- . With iull and special power to 
the Bttrg^ssesand^iee inh^tants of the said. Burgh and their sue* 
cess<»«, to^ iQake^ ehoose, constitate, and create a Provost, BaiHes, 
TreasiRrav B^tfH- of Gmld^ Burgesa Counsellorsj Oliicei-s, and all 
Oth^ Menil)ers Whatever, that may be necessary within the said 
Bnrgbv'for the ip^emnient amf administradon of the same, and of 
iteuj^r chafigiflg'or mtteamg them x)fie or all as' may seem -fit. 

=3. Ansinither ?F<?5feA— Notorial Copy Charter 
King James, 2JUt October 1587. 
C Potestatf incolis 'efcihhabitan tibus ejiisdem 
bu^gi', et qui tempore erint, habendi et 
faciendi fratres giida?, &c. 
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l>atido, concedendo, et comixnttendo bur* 
gensibus et liberis hominibus dicti nostri 
burgi de Anstruyer, lie Westyeburne, et 
eornm >uccessoribtis qui pro tempore fii- 
erint, plenam potestatem et privilegium 
prcepasitutn, balUvos, consoles^ thesau- 
rarium, ediies clericos, seijandod, offici- 
arios, ac omnia alia membra liberi buirgi 
regalis neces^aria, pro hujusmodi regi* 
mine, et gubernatione reipublic© et li- 
bertatis ejusdem, juxta tenorem actorum 
Partiamenti, ac ordinem et consuetudi- 
nem aliprum burgorum regalium in tali* 
bus usitat, et consuet, eligendi et cr»- 
andi- 

With po^ver to the hdwffkr%soi. bh^Umta of the sail Bia||^ 
for the time being, to have and make Guild 9l3edben» &c* 

Gvnngy granting aad Gommittin^ to the Ba^um ^Bii fmB 9m 
of our said Burgh of Anstrutter Wester (Ijing^.^pest the hum) «»4 
their successors, who shaJl be f<^ the tim^ full power $ai privik^ to 
ehoose and create a Provost, Bailies, CousiadIors» Tnesurer, Ckfb 
of Market, Seijeaats, Officetif, and ^venjrodier Mnmbrr ntirniniij 
&r a free Royal Burgh ifbr tfae^rflgutation of theeeoie* and the ^ 
vemment of th^ public affiury aod-Kbertieeef the^^eae eetodiog to 
the tenor of the Acts of Parliament, a^d the order and cuatom of 
oth^r Royal Burghs are in their use and cuttom wont to do* 

4. Dumbarton. — ^Notorial Copy Charter King 
Alexander 11. 8th July, iij the eighth 
year of hi€ reign. - / 
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. Gnttted, Burga et Wgensibus m^is in ea 
moDentibus. 
Qd. Do. Translation of a Charter by James 
VI. dated l^th December X609^ confirma 
many Charter*, vi2. 

1. an4 ^ Alexfinder to the JBttrgh Jiihabi- 
tants thtf eof, axul successors^. 

3. Charter AlexaxiderSr to the Kirgh and 

£urgje«ses» 

4. Do. to th^ Burgh, Burgesses^ and In- 

habitants. 

5. King David to the Bmigesses and Inhabi** 

tants, and. of n«w: giants to Bailies^ 
Coimo^qrs, Burgesses, and Commu« 
Bity, an^Inhabitants, with {M>wer tai 
. them q£ chasing Brovost, Bailies, Coun* ^ 
. cSkoB^ Desm of Guild, Treaaorer, 
Clerks, &c. yearly. 

GraoteA to tbe Burgh and my Burgesses in it abiding. 

5^ jBi?»^^a>-^Natorial Gopy , Charter by Queen 
AiMV 7th Aug.^ 1703. 
Gttotod frmpomtof tellivis nominatim) con* 
- sulSnss, M cOmmiinitati. Redtes Charter 
Jtobert, burgensibus et communitatitati, 
and James 6th9 ballivis, consulibus, et 
communitati, 5th Feb. %S25y and Char* 
ter Do. praeposito*,^ ,l^livis,.cpi|«ulibus et 
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wmmunitati, llth.Augiist I6l4, cum 
* potestate praeposito, ballivis, conaulibus, 

burgensibus, et accolis, eligbndi et mu- 
tandi praepofsitos, et ballivos, consoles, 
decanum gildasi thesaurarium, dmnesque 
alios magistraius et oflBciarios. 
Pe novo Anna dat pnaeposito, ballivis no- 
minatim, et integro consilio, et commu- 
liitati, cum potestate praeposito, ballivis, 
consulibus, burgcnrfbus, et inhabitanti- 
bus, suos,pi:<aepDsitos» ballivios, cbnsilia- 
rios, decanum gildae, tbesaurarium, om 
nesque alios magistratius et officiarios, o- 
Ugeadi et imitandL ^ 

Crranted to the Provost, Bailies bj name, the CounceOors an^ 
Cotnmunity. ' 

Becites, Charter, (Robert) to the Burgesaes and Community* 

James VI. to Bmfies, Cotmcellprs wad Cominunity. 

1575> to Frovost, Bailies, Councellors and Community. 

16M, With power to the Provost, Bailies, Councilors and In- 
habitants, of choosing and changing Provost, Bailies, Councellors, 
Dean of Guild Treasurer, and other Ma^strates and Officers. 

Of New, Ann, granted to the Provost and Bailies by name, the 
whole Council and Community, with power to the Provost, Bailies, 
Councellors, Burgesses and Inhiibitants<^ choosing and changing their 
Pfovoft, Bailies, Councellors; Dean of Ginld, TTeasuftr, and dl 
6ther JNlagistrates and Officers. 



6. Arbroath. — ^Notorial Copy Charter King James, 
23 Nov. 1599. - ' • 
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OnilKfcedL^ui^, ac prseposito, bd^ 
. «ulibui$» liberis, burgensibus, et inhabi* 
tatoribus dicti burgi; cum potestate bur- 
gensibus, et liberis dicti burgi praBposi* 
tuna, ballivos, burgenses, thesaurariumi 
decanum gildas, fratres gild^, consules^ 
... _: &c. ^%!^^di» et eosdem annuatim mut<* 
audi seu retinedi, unum seu gmnes, prout 
ip3e3 videbitur ^;xpedien9. 

(jrraoted to theprovost, Bailies^ Councellors, Fr^meii Bupgef^es ani 
I^Iuibitaiits of the said Bur]^; with power to the Btirge^aes luiclFrGt^ 
men of the 8^ Burgh, •£ chooaing a Pro^^odt, BmSm, Borgeiueiip 
Treasurer, Dean o£ Qmld, Guild Bretherei^ Councilors, &c* an4 
#f changing or retaining them annualty , one or aU «s to Acm ahall 
seem expedient. 

7. CM/ro55.— Notorial Copy Charter, James, ,1st 
Mar^^h, 15^8. 

Granted, Balivis, consulibu3, et burgensi- 
bus. 

Cum plena et speciali potentate, inhabitant 

tibus liberis, et burgensibus dicti burgi, 

f uisque successoribu^, tres ballivos inha- 

bitantes ejusdem, et Jacobum Colvill de 

Easter Wemyss el^ hsBredes suos in pra^po- 

ftitura^ officio, ipsis idoneis. et legitima^ 
astatis ad dictum efieetum exercendum 

existentibus, una cum thesaurario, gfldae 

decano, consullbus, burgensibus, serjan- 

dis, aliisque oiHciariis intra dictum bur- 
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guiT), pro guberiutione ejusdeixi, facien- 
- di, eligeiidi, constitueiidi, creandi, eos- 
que toties quoties expcdiens videbitur, 
j)ro causis rationalibus, deponendi 

dranted to Bailies, Cduncellors and Burgesses. 

With full and special power, to the £ree Inhabitants and Burgesses 
of said Burgh and to their successors of making, choosing, constitut- 
ing and creating three Bailies, Inhabitants of the same, and James 
Colvil of Easter Wemyss, and Iris Heirs in the ofBce of Provost, 
they being of fit and legal age for exercising and executing said of- 
fice together with a Treasurer, Dean of Guild, Gouncellors, Bur- 
gesses, Sergeants, and other necessary officers within the said Burgh, 
for the Government of the jBame; and also with power as often as it 
thallaeem expedient for reasonable causes oilayingthem aside* 

8. Banff. — 1. Notorial Copy Charter Robert, 

7th Oct second year of his reign. Gran- 

^ tQdi Jidelibus .burgensibus et comviunttatL 

2. Do. Charter King James, 9th May 1581. 
Granted Pragposito, ballivis, consulibus, 
et communitati. 

3, Do. Charter King James, 1st July, 1592. 
Granted Burgo, ac praeposito, ballivis, 
consulibus, liberis burgensibus, et inha- 
bitatoribus. 

Cum speciali et plena potestate burgensi. 

bus et liberis, praspositum, ballivos, the- 

^ saurarium, decanum gildap, burgenses 

officiarios, &c. ex eorum inhabitatoribus 

' soJummodo, faciendi, eh'gendi, consti- 
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tuendi, et creandi, et eosdem annuatim 
mutandi ac retinendi, unum sen omires, 
prout ipsis videbitur expediens* 

J. {^ranted to the faltkfy Btirge^ses ond the Communitj. 

2.^ Granted to the Provost, Bailies, CouneeOors and Cqmmunitjf. 

3. Granted to the Burgh, and Provpst, Baihes, CounceUors,iir^ 
Burgesses and Inhabitants, with special and full power to the Burges- 
ses aird Freemen of making, choosing, constituting and creatii^ 
a Provost, Bailies, Treasurer, Dean of ^uild. Burgess Officers, of 
their own Inhabitants, only, and of changing or continuing them one 
or all, as to them shall seem expedient. 

9* RotJimy. — ^Notorial Copy Cliarter Kfng Robert^, 
12th January, 1400. 

Granted Dilectis et fidelibus hominibui. 

2., Do. Charter of* Confinnation. and No* 
yodaTxnis, King Jtmet, 19th February^ 
1584. Confians^ former Charter of Ro- 
bert III. and recites, " Quod secundum 
t€norem et vim ejusdem infeofamentf, 
burgenses et inJiabitantesj omnibus tern- 
poribus retroactis, fuerunt in usu^ et po«- 
sessione elcctionis jet possessionis praepo- 
sitorum et ballivorumr curias burgales 
tenendi,. burgenses creandi, &€. 

De novo, dat* praeposito, ballivos, consuli- 
bus et communitati, potestatem eligendiV 

' et annuatim habendiprseposi turn, ballivQs,. 
^ "^ Gonsulesi et officiarips. 
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2. Becanso accoiding to the teoor and force of the tame Infi^^ 
SCient, the Burgesses and InhabitantSy in all times by-past were 4ii 
ttie and possession of the elecdon and possession of Provost an^ 
Bnlias, holding Burgess Courts, creating Burgesses &c. 

Of Niwr. Giveth to the Provost, Bailies^ CounceBors attd Com- 
Bntii^ the potf«r of ehooeing aadhaving aanualljr a Plrovost, Bidtea, 
Cbbrtgtttir» and Officers, ^* 

10. Forres.^^^otOTiA Copy Charter, SSd Jutte, 

1496, Jac. 4th 
Granted Dilectis burgcnsibus et commu* 
nitati, cum potestate dictis burgenaibus, 
alJermannum, ballivos, aliosque officii 
arios necessarios, de burgensibus, anna- 
timeUgendi. 

(JraAted to the well beloved Burgesses and Community, with power 
t^ the said Bufgesses of choosmg annually, an Aldermaa, Bailiet 
flind other necessary OlEcers from among the Burgesses themsdv»« 

11. Lavder. — ^Notorial Copy Charter King James, 

21st December, 1502. 

Infeodat Burgensibus et communitati ante 
dictis, praefatiim burgum, &c* cum po- 
testate dictis, burgensibus^ et comrnu- 
nitati, baliivos, aliosque officiarios, pro, 
gubernatione dicti nostri burgi necepsa- 
rios, annuatim eligendi* . .^ 

Do. Act of Parliament ratifying the said 
C;h^er,,^th June, 1685, wbichkrcdtedT 
as confirming jt^ £argefBea.and;ComoHi- 
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mty; and then tfie art ratiila and o|-m 
* daihs that the ratification shall be of fuU 
effect to the Bailies, Couhci!, Burgesses, * 
and Community. 

IflA&i lbs afytettii Bm^ ia Ae BtiA Bkarttstet and Couimimqv:i 
Ac witb pow«r to the said Burgesses and Comamtii$j^ o£ thooauag' 
mmmJfy BaHies and other necessary Officers for the Goverunent of 
«iur said'But^. _, 

l2. -^/znan^-^-Notorial Copy Charter King James 
loth July, 1612. 
Recites burning of the old Charters grant-' 
ed to the Burgh and Inhabitant?, in war; 
that James V. erected the Burgh in 1538 j 
confirms that Charter and all others. D# 
novo incorporat dictam villam de Aitnan 
in burgum regale, cum omnibus terris, 
&c, describing them. 
Cum potestate praefatis burgensibus, et 
communitati, eligendi annuatim praepo- 
situm, ballivos, et alios officiarios neces- 
sarios. 

Of new incorporates the said town of Annan into a Royal ^urgh, 
With all the Lands, &c.; with power to the said Burgesses and Com- 
jHtukitfjrtachoatojearly a Protost/ Bailies, and other neeessaiy Ot^ 



lA. iSkm^tt^^r^^Nptorial Copy Charter £. James, 
IStb Aug4}ft^ 1^8. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



r -> 



i ■ ^ . " ■ 

\ " . Granted; to Protest, Bailies, Council, Com- 

xmxmty^ and. Inhabitants of the Burgh ; 
• ^nd with power to the Provost, Bailies, 

Council, Community, and Inhabitants 
^ "Within our said Burgh, to create and 

' make free Burgesses,. aiid likew ise to the 

T-Bnrge:$ses and Inhabitants within the 

said Burgh, yearly, once in the year, or 

( as often as theye shall be need, to elect 

1 and create two, three, or more Bailies, 

! a Treasurer, Dean of Guild, Common 

] Clerk, and oth^r Officers necessary for 

the administration of justice within our 
, said Burgh, 

li. New Gallotcay. — Notorial Copy Charter, King 
Charles, 15th January, 1629. 
Damns potestatem inhabitantibus dicti 
burgi, ac consulibus et communitati ejus* 
dem, pro tempore existentibus, unum 
pr8?positum, qnatuor ballivos, decanum 
gildae, et thesuararium, ac duodecim 
personas concilii eligendi et constitu- 
endi. 



We give power to tl*e ifiliabitants of tlje faid Burgh, and to the 
Councellors and Community for the time being, to choose and ajw 
point one Provost, four Bailies, a Dean of Guild and Treasurer, 
anjj twelve persons of a Council^ ..... ^ 
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15. KintQre.-^^^twiAl Coj^y. Charter James IV, 

3d Febmary^ 1506. 
Granted^ Burgeawhus et communitati, 
cum potestate burgensibus, et commu* 
uitati, ballivos, et alios officiarios neces- 
saiios, annuatiqi elegeadi. 

Granted to the Burgesses and Communitj, wi^h power to th« 
Burgesses and Community to choose annually Bailies and other ncr 
cessary Officers. 

16. In'verury. — ^Notorial Copy Charter, Queen 

Mary, 22d June, 1558. 
Cream us, damus, et concedimus inhabitan- 
tibus et ha^redibus suis^ and in the elec- 
tion clause, Concedimus quod in dicta 
burgo erint liberi burgerises, qui et h»« 
redis sui, perpetuis futuris temporibus, 
pote&tatem habebunt praeposituni, balli- 
vos, consules, et alios officiarios, pro re- 
gimine ejusdem necessarios, infra diet, 
burgum annuatim eligeidi. 

' We Create, give and concede to the Inhabitants and their hein^ 

&c We grant that in the said Burgh there shall be free Burgessei, 

M(ho, with their heirs, shall in all future time f«r ever, have power of 

alinuaQy choosing witlian the said Burgh, a Provost, Bailies, Coun* 

' cellors, and other -necessary OfRcers, for tbcT govenmient of the same. 

17. Inverary. — Notorial Copy Charter, 28th 
^nijary^ 164#> . ;.-... . 
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ballivos, decanum gildmi thesuarariuiiiy 
et 12 personas pro coiknlks et dictos 
nuigistratus annuafim eligradi de niu 
nerode leit trium pro prespomto, et 12 
pro bidlivis» per dictum Marchionem de 
Argyle, ejusque hsredes et successores, 
antitiatim daado; et si dictus Marchio 
ejnsque prasdicti dictum numerum, lie 
leit, annuatim dare omiserint, tunc lioi* 
bit et legitimum erit, dicto burgo, niagi- 
stratus sues pro iUo anno eligere. 

M^tli power to the IndweOen to choose a Proyost, fiHir BaSitt^ 
a Dean <»f Onfld^ Treasurer, and twdve persons fi>r a CotmcSy «ni 
«he said Magisttates are anmidly to be chosen ftom the number coa« 
tmed in a leet of three for a Provost, and twelve fi>r Bailies, to bs 
aanuafy given by the said Marquis ci Afgyle, his heirs and succes- 
sois; and if the said Marquis and his aforesaids shall omit annud^ 
to give in the said number as a leet, it shall then be lawful and pro« 
per for the said Buigh to choose their own MagitfnUet for (hit 
year. 

18. /nr^Jeme.— Notorial Copy Charter King 
James, 4th November, 159ff. 
Granted^ Prseposito, ballivis, consulibui^ 
liberisqne burgensibus, eum spedali et 
plena potestate burgensibus, et liberis^ 
diet, burgi nostri de Inverbervie, eorum* 
que 8ucces3OTibus, prs&positum, ballivos, 
thefyararium, eoncfliarioi burgensea^ 
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/ >'" «Aeia^€6f et alia meiobra, qusocunque 
iiecessaras, infra diet, burguni) pro ejus* 
dem regimine et gubernatione, faciendi^ 
. eligendi, congti^uendi et creandi. 

Granted to the Provost, Bailies, Ubuncellors and free Burgesses* 
inxh full and special power to the Burgesses and free men of our said 
Burgh of Inverbervie and to their successors, to niake, create, choose 
ind constitute a Provdst, Bailies, Treasurer, Burgess Councellors, 
XMScen, and all other nece^sar^r Members whatsoever within the 
mid Burghy £or the regoktioa and government of the same. 

19.— 5*r^iwa^.— Notorial Copy Charter King 
James, 24th JiAy, 16 ij. 

l)i^pones prassentibus baliivis, nominatim^ 
pro se ipsis et eo nomine concilii, inha* 
bitantium, et totias coramunitatis, pre- 
sentis et futurae, certain lands in favour 
and for new infeftment, dictis ballivis de 
Strani:aer, consulibus, inhabitantibus et 
integral cpmmunitati. D^ novo dat dic- 
tis presentibus ballivis, consqlibus, inha- 
bitantibus, et integral communitati. 

CuDti:^pe9iali potestate biirgensibus, consu- 
libus, inhabitantibus, et tpti communi- 
tati dicti burgi piaasentibus et futuris, 
eligere^ et creare annuatim praepositum, 
b*Uivos, thesaurarimn, decanum gildae, 
, amsiliarios burgenses, et alios officiarios, 
, ^t ^posdem pro rationalibus causis, ut ip- 
. mj^%g^em videbitur, removere. 

M 
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Di^Mfl tA the pretoit Bailies by name for tfatraifdveS} and in 
name erf the Cauncil, iDhabitants, and the whole Coipmunityy pre* 
sent and future. To the smd Bailies of Stranraer, Councellors, In-* 
habitants, dnd entire Community. Of new giveth to the said pr^ 
sent Bailies and Councellors, Inhabitants, and entire CommuniQr, 
with special power to the Burgesses, Coiinc^ellors, Inhabitants and 
whole Community present and future, t» choose and create annually a 
Provost, Bailies, Treasurer, Dean of Guild, Burgess Councellors^ 
and other Officers, and likewise to remove the same for reasonable 
causes as shall seem expedient to them« 

20, Dingwall. — ^Jac. 4th, 1497» confirms Charter 
Alexander Burgo et burgensibus, witk 
copy of Charter confirmed; de novo dat 
burgensibus et inhabitantibus,^ Alder- 
manna et billivos, in eddem annuatim 
^ligendi, et fratres gildae faciendi et or- 
dinandi, et generaliter Dmnia alia privi- 
legia exercendi adeo libere sicut praedict. 
burgus de Inverness et burgenses ha- 
bent. 
Jac. 4th, 9th September, 1587, confirms 
Charter Alex, above-mentioned. Do. 
Charter Jac. 4th above^ with the clause 
of election. 
Ac pro securitate praemissoram, et ut dicti 
no^tri burgi praefectus, ballivi, consoles 
burgenses, et in eo habitantcs, suis liber- 
tatibus ante notatis guadeant, de novo 
^at praefato burgo, preefecto, ballivis, 
:consulibu8, et burgensibjis ejuedem, ade# 
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libere sicut burgus de Inverness, burgen- 
Ses et in eo habitantes, habent. 

No clause of Election. 

' Burgh and Burgesses. — Of new grants to the Burgesses and 
Inhabitants, power of choosing an Alderman and Bailies; of making 
and i^ppointiiig Guild Brethren, and general^ of exercising aU other 
priril^et as freely as the foresaid Burgh and Burgesses of Inveraess 

And for security of what is before granted, and that the Provost, 
Bmlies, Burgess Councellors of our said Burgh, and dwellers in it, 
nay enjoy their Hberties before noted^ we grant of new to the said^ 
Biirgh, the chief Magistrate, Bailies, Councellors, and Burgess of 
the same, as firedy as the Burgh and Burgesses of Inverness and 
the Inhalutants in it enjoy. 

21. Selkirk. — ^Jac. 4th, March 1535. Dat bur- 
gensibus et communitati, cum potestate 
ipsis, ballivos, et alios oflSciarios neces- 
sarios, prout retroactis faceriant tempo- 
ribus, annuatim eligendi. 
Do. 1538, recites the above Charter ver- 
batim, and Charter 1736. 
De novo dat burgensibus et communitati.. 
No clause of Election. 

Do. 1540, dat ballivis et communitati po- 
testatem praepositum annuatim eligendi^ 
The Provost is not mentioned in the 
jformer Charters. 

No other clause of Election.. 
n2 
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.Grant to the Burgesset and Cooamimityy witll power to theai %!•> 
nually to choose Bailies and other Officers necessaiy, as thej have 
doiu- in all past time. 

Of New grants to the Burgesses and Community. 

1540 Gives to the Bailies and Community power annually t» 
ehoose a Provost* . , 

22. Nairn. — Jac* 19th, 1589, recites, quodbur-^ 
geosies inhabitantes omnibus tenqniribim 
praeteritis (diversorum civium memoriajn 
excedentibus) in usu et possessione fil- 
er unt praepositum, et balUvos ejusdem 
habendi et eligendi, burgenses creandit 
&c. 
Confirmat vetustam erectionem, et cum 

' omnibus libertatibus ex quibus burgen- 

ses et inhabitantes in possession^ quibus- 
vis temporibus retroactis extiterunt. De 
novo dat pra^posito, ballivis, consulibus, 
communitati, et inhabitantibus, cum 
potestate praeposito, ballivis, burgensi- 
bus, et incolis dicti burgi, praepositum, 
ballivos, consules, et officiaricis, in eodem 
annuatim habendi, et eligendi, liberos 
burgenses, fratres gildas crcandi, &c. 
Act of Parliament, l66l, 3d April, recites 
and confirms the above Charter to the 
" Provost, Bailies, Council, Community, 
and Inhabitants, and ratifies the infeft. 
ment to the Provost, Bailies, Council, 
and Community. 
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' 'Because die Brngaaf InhalntaiitB in all timft pist (be3roBd tlie 
■Mmory of any of the Citizens) were in use and ptesession of 
baying and choosing a Provost and Bailies, of creating BurgesMf^ 
ice. Confirms the old erection with all the liberties of which the Bur* 
gesses and Inhabitants were in possession at anj bypast time. 

Of New grants to the Provost, Bailies, Councellors, Commu* 
mty and Inhabitants, with power to the Provost, Bailies, Burgessei 
and IndweDers of the said Burgh, of annuaDy choosing and having a 
P^voet, Baiiies, CounceUors and Officers in the same, and of Croat- 
ia free Burgesses, Guild Brethren, &c. 

SS. Fortrose — 1st Charter, Jac. 4th, Nov. 159*. 
Recites the erection by Alexander; con* 
firms a Charter by James II. verbatim^ 
dated 1455; de novo dat burgo, et in- 
habitantibus, omnes privilegia, &c. dat 
prsesertim prsefectos, ballivos, consoles, 
aliosque officiarios, in dicti nostro burgo 
quoscunque, prout usus exigit, cum po« 
testate burgenses infra dictum nostrum 
burgum habendi et faciendi. 

2d Charter Jacobus, 18th September, I6l2, 
recites as the former, then recites the 
former Charter: — 

1. De novo dat burgo et inhabitanti- 
bus omnia priviligia, et praesertim 
praefectos, ballivos, consules, alios- 
que ojQSciarios quoscunque, prout 
usus exigit, cum libera potestate lie 
pick, tar, hemp, ac burgenses infra 
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uostram dictum burgum habentes 
et fkcientes. 

2* De novo, uniting the two Burghs; 
incorporamu3 diet, villam de For- 
trose, quod sit burgus, et quod in^ 
habitantes utantur et gubemantur 
per praefectum, ballivos, et consule^ 
dicti Burgi de Rosemarkie, veluti 
burgenses et inhabitantes ejusdem 
burgi nostri de Rosemarkie in om- 
nibus. 

.3. Charles I. 17th November, 1641, Act 
and Charter ratifies and approves, in fa- 
vour of the Provost, Bailies, Council, 
and Community, the former Charters 
reciting speciallie to have Provost, Bai- 
lies, Council, and other Officers, 

4. Charles II. 20th May, 1661, Act of 
Parliament recites Charter James VL 
1590, 6th August, (This Charter not 
produced) by which Charter his Majes- 
tie made, erected, and incorporated the 
said Town of Fortrose in one free Burgh, 
&c. giveand, grantand, and committand 
to the Burgesses and Inhabitants thereof 
then present, and their successors for 
the time, full and free power of creating 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



103 

, tttd m^tng Burgesses lOidJFreemen with- 

in the said Bargh,, aiid of chusing Pro* 
vost. Bailies, Councellors, and Deacons 
of Crafts, with ^U other Officers for go- 
vernment thereof. 
Recites other Charter, dated 18th Sept 
I6l2i then the Act ratifies, confirms, 
and approves the foresaid Charters, Act 
of Earlia;ment, &c,; and that the Town 
shall be in all time coming called the 
Burgh of Fortrose, and have Provost, 
Bailies, Council, and other Members re- 
quisite for administration of justice. 

Of New, grants to the Bargh and Inhabitants afl prnjl^es, Ae* 
grants especially the power of having and maloag a Provoet, Ba3ie% 
Councellors and other Officers whatever in our said Burgfa as use 
requires; with power of having and making Burgesses within our said 
Burgh. 

1. Of New, grants to the Burgh and Inhabitants all privileges and 
especially the making and having a Provost, BaiHes, Councellors and 
other Officers whatsoever as use requires, with free power of Pitch, 
Tar and ^Hemp, and of makii^ and havmg Burgesses within our 
said Burgh. 

2. Of New, we incorporate the said City of Fortrose, because it 
is a Burgh, and because the Inhabitants are accustomed to,, and are 
governed by the Provost, Bailies and CounceDor of the said Burgh 
of Rosemarkie in all things, being Burgesses and Inh^itants of the 
same our Burgh of Rosemarkie. 

«4. Anstnahgr Easter. — 18tl\ PecenAer 1583, 
Jac. Dando pote^tem feuiji firmariis. 
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et incolis, habendi et faciencU fmrgenseas, 
fratres gildse, artifices, mercatores, et li* 
beros homines, prout ipsis videbitur ex- 
pediens; nee non dando burgensibus, et 
liberis hominibus, potestatem eligendi 
praepositos, ballivos, seijeandos, consuleSi 
ofSciarios, clericos, omniaque alia mem- 
bra necessaria, juxta tenorem actorum 
Parliamend, et ordinem aliorum burgo- 
rum. 

Grantbg power to the Feuen and Inhabitants of having and ntalong 
Burgesses, GuiM Brethren, Artificers, Merchants, and Freemen, 
as shall seem expedient to them; as also granting to the Burgesses 
and Freemen power of choosing Provosts, Bailies, Seijeants, Coun- 
jCeDors, Officers, Ckria, and all other necessary Members, agreeable 
to the tenor o£ the Acts of Parliament and the order of other Burghs* 

25, Elgin. — Confirms Charter, James, 22d March, 
159^. Dispositive clause of that Char- 
ter is granted burgensibus dicti burgi» 
et prseposito, ballivis, consulibus, et 
communitati ejusdem. Clause of Elec- 
tion of that Charter, Cum potestate bur- 
gensibus dicti burgi eligendi, et creandi, 
annuatim, praepositum, ballivos, thesau- 
rarium, decanum gildas, consoles, alios- 
que officiarios et membra necessaria, et 
constituendi leges et statua pro conser- 
vatione boni ordini, infra dictum bur- 
gum, prout congruit. 
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To tiia Boegeai^ rfllie said Bfpgh mnito^ Profottt^ Bufici^ 
Councellors and Community of the same. 

With power to the Burgesses of the said Burgh of choosing and 
creating annually a Provost, BaOies, Treasurer, Dean of Guilds 
CounceUors, and odier Officers, and necessary Members, and of 
cboslitttling laws and statutes for the preserration of good Order with« 
in the said Burgh, as is fit and convenient. 

S6. JJomocA:.— Charles, 14th July, 1648, Dat 
- potestatem incolis dicti burgi de Dor- 
nock^ consiliariis, et communitati ejus- 
dem, pro tempore existend. eligendi 
prflBpositum, quatuor ballivos, decanum 
gildas, thesaurarium, et duodecim consi^ 
liariod; cum potestate etiam iisdem con- 
siliariis commissionarios pro Parliasnentis 
nostris eligendi, cum omnibus aliis offici- 
arios pro bono regimine dicti burgi; et 
similiter facimus praefatos praepositum et 
balliyos, et suos successores, justiciarios 
pacis inter ipsos. 

Grants power to the Inhabitants of the said Burgh of Domock^ 
to the Councellors and Community for the time heing to choose a 
ProYost, four Bailies, a Dean of Guild, Treasurer^ and twelve 
Councellors; with power also to the same to choose Commissioners 
&r oiur Parliaments, with all other Officers for the good government ' 
of the said Burgh; and likewise we make the aforesaid Provost and 
BailieSf and their successors, Justices oi the Peace aiftong the Inhabi« 
tants of said Buf|h. 

97. Wkk.—^th September, 1589, Jac- Cum 
special! 6t plenaria potestate liberis in-> 
o 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ct suis successofribus in fotHrum, cum 
expfessa avisamenta et consensu dicti 
nostri consaliguinii Georgii comitis de 
Caithness, etejushaeredumet successorum» 
et non alitey seu alio modo, prsepositunif 
et quatuor ballivos dicti burgi incolas seu 
inhabitatores, una cum thesaurio gildfie^ 
decano, consulibus, burgensibus, seijan- 
dis, aliisq. officiariis neeessariis intra 
dictum burgum pro gubematione ejusdem 
faciendi, eligendi, constituendi, et cre- 
andi, eosque totieiS quoties expendiens 
videbitur, pro causis rationalibus^ de« 
ponendi. 

'With M and special power to the firee Idfiabittatft aad Bwrgesses 
of said Burgh, and to their successors in futiire» with the express 
advice and consent of our said Couan George Bad <jf Caithness, 
and his Heirs and successors, and not Otherwise, or in any other 
manner of making, choosing, electing and creating a Provost and 
f<nir Bailies, Indwellers or Inhabitants of the said Burgfa^ together 
with a Guild Treasurer, Dean of Guild, Councellors, Bui^esses, 
Serjeants and other necessaiy OfEcers within the said Burgh, for tbf 
Government of die same, and of deposing them as (rf^ as fer ro* 
isonable causes may seem ei^edient* 

S8. Jedburgh.^-^hsxteT by Queen Maty, ^th 
November, l&d6. This Charter con* 
tains a new erection, the former p^er$ 
being burnt* Dat dc novo praeposito. 
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\>23ixvkf consuIlbus^etcommunitatiejiiS'^ 

dem, omnem coramuniam quern perprius 

l^abueruntj et siniiliter dat burgensibus 

et inhabitatoiibus, praea^ntibus etaffutu- 

ris, potestatem emere et vendere, &c. 

Concetsimus etiam, qupd liberi burgensei^ 

intra pra^fatum^ nostrum burgum erint, et 

quod iidem^ omnibus temporibus affiituris, 

cum avisamento consuluum et officiarior- 

um dicti burgi, habeant potestatem eli* 

gendi prsepositos, ballivosi consules, et 

alios officiarios necessarios, pro regimine 
et gubematione eju;sdem. 

Ghrants of New, to die Provost, BaOies, Councellors and t1>e 
Communitj of the same, evety privilege which they heretofore pos* 
Sessed; and likewise grants to the Burgesses and Inhabitants present 
and fbture, power to buy and sefi, &c. 

We have also granted that the Burgesses within our foresaid Burgh 
shaU be free, and that they in all time to come, with advice of the 
OfBcers and Councellors of the said Burgh, shall have power of choos^ 
ing Provost, Bailies, Councellors and- other necessary Officers, for 
the regdation and Gk>venuuent of the same* 

§9. lf%VAom*— This is a Charter to the Prior andl 
Convent of Candide Case, granted by 
King Jac« 151 1,^ 1st May. Recites, that 
having inspected 3 Charters per Robert- 
urn et David Bruce regcs^ priori mon- 
asterii de Whithorae et conventuij^crean- 
do et confirmando eis villam suam de 
Whithorn in liberum burguuv nos igitut 
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con^rmamus dictis priori et convcntui 
prff fatas ties cartas. 
In super de novo facimus^ creamusi et in- 
feodamus, dicto priori et conventui prae* 
fatain villam ; volumus etiam quod bur^ 
genses, et inhabitatores ejusdem burgi, 
potestatem habeant eligendi annuatinif 
cum avisamentodicti prioris et successor*^ 
umsuorum^ prcepositum, baUivoSs ser« 
jandoSf omhesque alios officiaro neces* 
aarios* 

By Kings Bobert and David Btuce to the Prior of the Monastery 
. and Convent of Whitjjoniy for creating and confinmng to them their 
Towji of Whithom into a free Burgh; we therefinre confirm to ikm 
said Prior and Convent the three aforesaid Charters* 

Moreover of New, we make, creat and infeft the said Town to 
the said Prior and Convent; and our will is that the Burgesses and 
. Inhabitants of the said Burgh have power to choose annuaHj, wi& 
^ advice of the said Prior and his successors, a Provost, Bailies, Ser- 
jeants, and all other necessaiy Officers, 

SO- Irvine. — 1. Notorial Copy of a Charter in fa- 
vour of the said Burgh by King James, 
dated 1st May, 1601. 
Granted, Praefecto, ballivis, cousuJibus^ et 
burgensibus, dicti que burgi xommuni- 
tati, suorumque successoribusj cum po- 
testate dictis praefecto, ballivis, comu- 
libus, burgensibus, communitati, eorum- 
que successoribus^ praefectum, ballivos, 
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I • ^ ' tkesaurarios, decanos gSdae, dericos^ 
seijandos, adjudicatores, aliosque omnes 
curiae officiarios; et membra, pro dicti 
. nostri burgi communi bono et gubema- 
tione eligendi necessaria, eligtendi; bur- 
gales quoque curias, toties quoties ipsis 
expediens videbitur, initiandi^ affigendi, 
afiirmandi, totiesque quoties opus feurit 
tenendi, et continuandi; acta leges et 
constitutiones pro dicti nostri burgi com- 
muni bono faciendi, easdemque secun- 
dum nostri regni leges debite executione 
ponendi. 
fi. Ratification of certain privileges by 
Parliament, 17th November,' 1641, to 
Burgh, Bailies, and Community. 

To die ProvQst, Bailies, CoiinceHors and Burgesses, and die Com* 
jauni^ of said Burgh and their successors; with power to the said 
Provost, Bailies, Councellors, Burgesses, Community and their 
successors, oi cho6sing a Provost BaiKes, Treasurer, Dean of 
Guild, Oerks, Serjeants appraisers, and all other Officers of Court, 
and of choosing necessary members for the common good and Go- 
vernment of our said Burgh; and also power of commencing, closing, 
Jisticing and holding Burgess Courts as often as shall seem expedient, 
and of continuing the same as often as need may require and of mak- 
ing acts ilaws and constitution for the common good of our said Burgh 
and of putting thera in due execution according to the Laws of 
^nir Kingdom. • 

31. XocAawaAew.— Charter James VI. 12th Jul}', 
1612, con&ms all former Charters biu-nt 
hy enemies,. &c, ^ 
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|)at de novo praedicto burgo, et praBposito> 
baUivis, consuBbus, et liberis inhabitani- 
bus ejusdem, et corum .<uccessoribus in 
prpprietate et haereditate in perpetuum, 
terras^ &c. 
Cum speciali et plena potestate burgensi- 
bp, et liberis inhabitantibus dicti burgi, 
et eprum succeswribus, praepositum, baU 
^ivos, thesaurarium> gild© decanum, con- 
soles bui^g^nses, et alios officiarios, Inha- 
bitantes dictum burgum, faciendi^ eli* 
gendi, constituendi, et creandi, pro dicti 
burgi regimine et gubernatione, eosqu^ 
totjes <}uotif s expediens videlntur pro 
- causis rationalibus retinendi, v^ depo- 

nendi. 

Grants of New, to the. foresaid Bui^h and ProT^st^ Bmlies» 
CQimcellors and free Inhabitants of the sfune, and their successors 
in perpetual heriditary property; the lands. ^&c. with special and full 
power to the Burgesses, and free Inhabitants of the said Burgh and 
their successors of making, choosing, constitutix^ and creating a 
Provost, Bailies, Treasurer, Dean of Guild, Burgess Councellors 
and other OfRcers for the Regulation and Government of said Burgh 
and of laying them aside or keeping them in office as often as ..shall 
seem expedient to them for reasonable causes- 

82. Fittenwe€m.^^hsiTteT James, 24th Februray, 
28th year of his reign. 
Creamus villam et terras d^ Pitten>veem in 
libemm burgum regalem. 
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Ac conceSimm qadd infhi didatm biur« 
gum sint liberi burgenses, et quod pote* 
statem habeant omnibus temporibus afilu 
turisy cum licentia et potestate praefati 
* venerabilis patris et conventus, et eorum 
successorura, ballivos, seijandos, ^t alioi 
officiarios necessarios, pro ejusdem re- 
gunine, eligendi* 

We treat the Ckj and Laodi of HttenweoD mto a free and 
Boyal Burgh. 

And we grant that there shaD be free Burgesses within the taid 
Burgh, and that thej have power in all time coming, with leave and 
power from the aforesaid venerable Father and Convent, and of theiyr 
•ticcessors, of choosing Bailies, Serjeants, and other Officers necessary 
§m the GovemmeDt of die same. 



II. 



BURGHS, the Charter to which Contain a 
clause of Election to' the Provost, Bailies, 
Council, and Community. 

5f/ir/ir»5^.— Notorial Copy Charter of Confir- 
mation by King Charles, of date 17th 
November, 1641« Granted burgensi- 
bus et incolis. 

Confirms Charier Alexander, granted Bur« ' 
go, burgensibus et incolis* 

David IL granted incolis. 

Alexander, gifted Bogensibos resident]e> 
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bm, and confirmation thereof by Darvidi, 
latrgensibus et communitati, 
- Robert II. Burgen^ibus et communitati. 

Jac. II. Prseposito, ballivis, consulibiis; et 
communitati. 

Do. Praeposito, burgensibus, et commu- 
nitati. 

Jac IV. Pjra^osito, ballivis, consulibus et 
communitati; and another Charter of 
James, IV. to the same; and several 
other Charters, 3 of which are granted 
in favorem Burgensum only. 

And de novo dat prasposito, ballivis, et 
communitati, cum omnibus privilegiis, 
&c. de quibus praedict. prsepositus, bal- 
livi, consules, et communitas perpriu$ 
in usu fuerunt; cum plena et speciali 
potestate et libertate ipsis habendi et 
; ^ digendi annuatim, prsepositum, baIlivos» 
^t consules; with a grant of the Sheriff- 
ship to Provost, Bailies, Council, and 
Community. 

Charter of comfirmatioln Charles, II. 22d 
April, 1678. Granted in favorem prsepo- 
Mti, ballivorum> con3ilii9 et communis 
tatis. 

1. To Burgesses and IndweUen. 
8. To Indwellers. 
3. To Resident Burgesies. 
To Bnrgessfs and. Commiait^. ^ 
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' fiob«rt II. To Burgesses tad Commtmityt ' 

* Jac. II. To IVoybst, Baiiies, Counceilors oad Community. 

• Do. To BroTOSt, Burgesses aud Coilimunity, 

Jjur. IV.To FroTosty Bailies, Councellori and Ccnnmunity*-* 
'Favour of Burgesses. 

And <^ New, grants to Provost, BaQies and Conuniuitj, with all 
privil^es of which the abore said Provost, Bailies, Councellors 
mkd Community were be£:)re in possession o£; with full and special 
yower and liberty to them of having and ehoosing annually a Provost, 
Bailies and Councellors. 
- In fofoiHr of the Provost, Bailies^ Council and Community. 

S. JEfadrfm^/on.— Notorial Copy, Chi^rter James 
.VI. SOth January, 1624. 

Recites Charters granted burgensibus et 
inhabitantibiiSt De novo dat prseposito, 
ballivis, congulibus, et communitati; nee 
non cum potestate ballivis, consulibus, 
et communitati dicti burgi, nunc praesen- 
tibus et qui pro tempore fuerint, et eo- 
rum successoribus in eodem, praepositum, 
ballivos, thesaurarium, aliosque ojfficiarios 
orani tempore alluturo, pro regimine et 
gubernatione ejusdem, ipsis proximis 
comburgensibus, incoli^, merc^toribus, 
seu artium operariis diet, burgi existan- 
tjbiis tantum, ac nullis aliis, annuatim 
eligendi. 

Act of Parliament confirmiog the above, 
28th June, 163S. ; . - 
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Of Hmfi^ff^tB t<>4be Pxovo8t»Baae«, Counceltaw ^d C^»» 
ninnity; also, with power to the Baflies, CouQceBors and Qntnuu* 
tiJtf of ^be said Burgb, now being present, and who, for the tune 
being shall be, and their successors in the same, of choottag^Mint^ 
lallj a ;:provo6t, Bigfe, Treasurwr, and odier OfRcwi in. all time 
coming, for ^ regulaiion lOid government of the same;; the nfiafinf 
^(^w Burgess, Iphabitantp, JVIerchantii or artisaoaaf the BakkSnie^ 
^««^y beu\g chQseo> and n<me othersr . > 

S^ JKrifcc»M(?*'-*-Notorial Gopy Charts by King 
Charles, 5th February, 1644. 
' €um potestate (^iajn 4kU^ hsSivis^ timsix- 
libus,'et eoia^toiuiitatis, Jiimd pro tem- 
pore, et illorum successoribus, ^gendi, 
creandi, faciendi, et constituendi prae- 
fectum, ballivos, decanum gild^, ^the- 
saurarium, omniaque alia metnbra neces- 
saria infra dictum burgum nostrum, 
apud festum Michselis, pro administra* 
tione justitiae, et gubemati^ne dicti 
burgi. . 

With power also to the said BaiSes, Coancellors and Community 
inow for the time, and their successors, to choose, make, create and 
c<tostitute a Prorost, Bailies, D^an of Guild, Treasurer, and all 
oiher necessary jMfembers withm the said Bnrghy at the feast of St» 
Jtlichael, for the a^ministratjon^f^j^ustice, and th.e government of 
the said Burgh, 

4.^ -Bri^i^i^mli-— Charter -jpbnfirflxadoa .James, 
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t)fi novo dat prfieposko, bailivfe; consuli-. 
bus, et communitati ; Guiii potestate bur- 
genses et gildue fratres cum prasposjto, 
bailivis, consulibus, curise clerico, oni- 
nibusc^ue aliis officiariis, pro utilite et 
commodo dicti burgi et portus necessa- 
riis, prout eig expedi^ns videbitur, faci- 
endi et crean^M, ' 

or New, grants to the Provost, Bailies, Councellors and Com-v 
xhuiuty> xvith power of making and cheating Burgesses and GuiM 
Bfettren^ \wth Provost^ Bailies, Cbiincdlors,- Clerk of Court, and 
eik:ji$^ ^ficsBSf &r the neeessapj ove and ^Vtotage of the said 
iJUi^'niKl PoFt, osk to them may seem expedient. 

X JB(T%i&^.*^Notorkl copy of extract act of 
ratification by Parliament of the rights 
smd privileges of the Burgh, as contain- 
ed in several Charters granted to the 
Bailies, Council, and Community. That 
- the full and only liberty of electing anil 
chusing of their P^'ovost, Bailies, Dean. 
of Guild, Treasurer, and Council of thq 
sjiid Burgh, in all tiu^e coming shall 
pertain to t^iemselves, conibnn to the 
use, privilege, aiidcustoni of the other 
free Burghii within thi^ Idng^la;^, not- 
_: ■" xvithstauding^ of vvhatsoeyer powci^, pri» 
. vil^f^f autUibe^ty,: \vhich.*ihje iBsiiops of 
Br^clxiu for the tim«L had or prcte.adel 
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irt tlie election or chusing of any oC.the 
Bailies or Magistrates of the said Burgh. 

6. KirhcudhrighU^^-^i^tQnik Copy Charter King 
Charles I. 20th July, 1633. Granted, 
praeposito, ballivis noniinatim, et reliqui* 
consul urn, et communitati. 
Cum potestate etiam prefatis praeposito* 
ballivis, consulibus, et communitati, prae- 
dicti hurgi. nostri, nunc praesentibus, su- 
isque successoribus praedictis, uniun prae- 
positum, duos ballivos, unum thesaiim- 
rium, artlum decanos, officiarios, et om^ 
ilia qua^cunq. alia membra necessaria in- 
fra prasdictum burgum nostnim, annua* 
tim, ad festum St. Michaelis, lie Mich* 
^Imas, eligendi, ' faciendi, creandi, et 
constituendi, pro ejusdem burgi nostii 
gubernatione. 



To the Provost, Bailies by ncme, the remaining Members of 
Council and the Community* 

With power also to tlie said Provost, Baih'et, CounceOors and 
Community of our also aforesaid Burgh, now for the time being, 
and their successors aforesaid, of choosing, making, creating, and 
constituting one Provost, two Bailies, one Treasurer, Deacons of 
the Trades, Officers, and all other necessary Members whatsoever, 
Within our foresaid Burgh annually, at the feast of St, Michael, or 
na *^ it commonly c&Qed. Micbaetmas^ for tbo goveroiMit of omr sai^e 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



117 

-f* "J9imi«r.^^Noiorial Copy Charter' granted Jiy 
King James VI. cfaited 23d Oct- 1618. 
Recites confirmation, in 1683, of Charter 
David I. burgensibus et inhiabitantibus; 
dat de novo pr^eposito, ballivis, consuli- 
bus omnibus burgensibus, commimitati 
et incoi:porati(me saepi fati nostri burgi, 
ct ante dictis praeposito, ballivis, consu* 
libus omnibus burgensibus,. communitati 
«t incorporatipne saepe fati nostri burgi^ 
et eorum successoribus (in perpetuum) 
cum plenaria potestate ante dictis prae- 
posito, ballivis, consulibus, et communi- 
.tati, eorumque successoribus, annuatim 
creandi et eligendi pra^ositum, ballivos, 
thesaurarium, ^ecanum gildae^ consules, 
serjandos, officiarios, aliaque membra et 

4 magistratus necessaria, infra eundem 

burgum, pro bono regimine et guber- 
natione ejusdem, ac pro causis ration- 
alibus illos removendi et deprivendi. 

To 6m*ge8ses and Inhabitants. 

Of New, grants to Provost, Bailies, all the Burgess Councellovs, 
Community and Incorporation of our often mentioned Burgh, and f 
their successors (for ^ver) with full power to the aforesaid Provosts, 
Bailies, Councellors and Community, inA their successors, of annually 
choosing and creating a Provost, BaiKes, Treasurer, Dean of Guild, 
Councellors, Serjeants, Officers, and all other necessary Menihen* 
and Magistrates within the said Burgh, for the good regulation *an^ 
government vf the same, and of depriving tliem oi) «ir rdm^^vic^ them 
Jpom their •ffises for reasoaaUo sauses. 
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$. *i/mirrt\i«^NoiOTral Copy*ebarter King ^bf^* 
' i^, dated 20th Eebruary,' l6m. 
JGranted, Pi^posito, bailivis, conciliariis^ 
qwe noniinatim, et .reli^tiis coiicilii et 

/Confirms Charter ftoberti, gi^anfced Biirgen* 

^ Sibus et commanitatij et Alexandri, 

, granted bu^goet'bur^nsibttS} and ano* 

tker "Alexajidri burgeasibHs remanenti- 

bus; et Jac^ ^ti in favoi^im f>rfiepositi, 

ballivdrnm, consuHimi, et communitatis, 

. et aliaiTi chartam- dicti i;egis in favorem 

dicti)ruin ballK'^orum, consufuit), et com* 

munitatis; cum potestate ballms, consu- 

libus, et communitati, eligendi pr^posi- 

tum, &c. De novo dat praeposito, balli^ 

vis, consulibus, et communitirtu 

Orautcd to tbe Provost, Bailies and Councellprs by name, ani 
t© the rcmjiinder of tlic Council and the Comniunity. Charter of 
Kobert, granted to the Burgesses and Community, and of Alexander 
granted to tljc Burgh and Burgesses; another of Alexander to the 
remaining Burgesses; James V. in favour of the Frt^^ost^'S^cs, 
Co'jncellors and Community;. and another Charter of ^h&. said ^J3g> 
iii fiivour of the aaid BsiUes, Counccllors and Cowizmaity; wi^i fowqr 
to the BailicSj Couziccllora^ ^&d tbe Communjity of c^oodag^^ Pra^ ;' 
vest, ^ic. . I 

Of new, grants to the Provost, Coancellors and Comwunigr. ^ 

'-•:-.■ > 

9. RoiJisay. — See recital. No. 9, Part I. ; 

10. Sdkirk.^^QQQHii^U'm No. 2,1, . Part ti 
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11 • Peebies.^1 Notorial Copy Cliarter King 
James, 19tft l^ovember, IfiSl. 

* * Confirms (Charter Jathes 11: granted blirgo, 
' bargehsibiis/et Commdnitati} and James 
IV. granted burgo, comburgetislbus, et 
communitati, cum potestate diet, com- 
biirg^hsibus, et communitati, curias te- 
nendii et hlibiendi comburgenses, cum 
creation? eorum coniburgensium* 

Confirms Charter Darvid, gOth Septembeji 
*S8 of his Rergn. 

^ , ' : De novo d^t prfiepo§ito,vballivis, consulibus, 
et communitati, ciun creatione combur* 

i , gensium, et eonim comburgensium et 
inhabitantium, replegiatione, officiario- 
rum creatione, et transgressorum puni- 

I -. t tidne; fet cum'poteaiate pr€epo:*it6, hiU 
liv4s,' et consulibus, ' acta et slattita iacl* 

- ' ' endi. 

', .Qvfifit^A to Biyo^j^ Bjirg€SBe& and Conimijinity. 

Granted to Burgh fellow Burgesses and Community, ^^ iili j?ov/cr 
to the said fellow Burgesses and Communit3? to hold Courtj, /and t» 
liavefel]Qw Burffeseeg, ^itl^tlje erecj:lon^f tiw^ssJelio^t BanrcAScs. — 
Of New, griii3t3 to the* Provost, Bailies, CoDnceilors arid Comnu:- 
pit)r, together with the "ri^rit of baking fellow 'Biirgessfcs ; also, with 
repiegiation of their feilo^'i' Burgesses and inhaUtants, the evcciiu^:^ of 
Officers) smF jxmiihmeefr of ^ransgftseore^ and with power to the 
Provost, B.iilies* nnd Cbnncel^orR, of malrlng ?cts,iiiufcBtatutej5, . 
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im 
III. 

BURGHS, the Charters to which contain a» 
clause of Election to the Magistrates twl 
Council. 

1. Glasgom. — ^Notorial Copy Charter, William and 
Mary, 4th June, I69O. 
Confirmation of former Charters granted 
diet, communitati civitatis de Gla^ow, 
Tel gildas mechanicis, ac singulis Socie- 
tatibus et diaconis ejusdem. De novo 
damus dictae civitati de Glasgow, et con- 
cilio burgali ejusdem, potestatem praepo- 
situm, ballivQS, reliquosque omnes magi* 
stratos suos, ordinario modo et tempore, 
designandi et eligendi. 

To the said Commimttf of the City of Glasgow^ or the GmU 
IVadet, and each Society, and the Deacons of the same. 

Of New, ire grant to the said City of Qasgow, and to tba Bur< 
ge9se»* Council of the same, power to design and elect a ProiFoal^ 
Bailies, and all their other MagistrateSi in the ordinary time mi 
manner* 

2. Inverkeithing.^-^l^ioxjondii Copy Cliarter King 
James, 4th May, 1598. 
Confirms Charter Robert IIL granted di- 
lectus no9tris burgensibuii et comipuni- 
tati* 



121> 

WiHiam, granted burg^nsibus. 

Alexander II. granted burgensibms. 

Alexander III. granted iisdem. 

William, granted praeposito ct burgensibus, 

Alexander II. granted praeposito et burgen* 
sibus. 

David, granted burgensibus. 

fiobert, granted iisdem. 

De novo dat praeposito, ballivis, consuliba% 
liominatiin, ac universis burgensibus et 
commiinitati ejusdem, suisque successo* 
ribus. 

Cum potestate commemoratis pr^posito, 
ballivis, consulibus, eorumque successo- 
ribus, annuatim, creandi, eligendi, et 
cbnstituendi, praepositum, ballivos, the- 
fsaurarium, decanum gildafe, consules bur- 
genses, seaijeandos, officiarios, aliaque 
membra quaecunque necessaria in eoilem 
burgo, pro melipre gubernaculo et regi- 
mine ejusdem, ac pro rationalibus causis 
ipsis removendi et deprivandi. 

Robert, to our belored Burgess *md Community. 
William, to Burgesses. 
Alexander II. to Burgesses. 
AWxauder III. to the $ame. 
William, to Provost and Burgesses. 
Aiexaader II. to .Provost aad Burgeises*, 
Payid, to Bui]gesse$. • 

lUbert, to the same. 

^ Q 
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Of Newy grants td the Frorotlt, Bailies^ Councellora by name, 
and the whole Burgesses and CommuniQr of the same, and their suc- 
cessors^ 

With power to the afore-mentioned Provost, Bailies, Coimcdlors 
and successors, of annually creating, choosing and constattiting a 
Provost, Bailies, Treasurer, Dean of Guild, Burgess Councellors, 
Serjeants, Officers, and every other necessary Member of the tame 
Burgh, for the better government and regulation of the same; and 
power of removing them from and depriving of their said Offices, 
for reasonable causes. 

3. Tain. — ^Notorial Copy Charter by King Charles 
II. 25th May, I67I. 

Granted, prseposito, ballivis, burgensibus, 
inhabitantibus, consulibus et communi- 
tati. 

Clause of Election. — Concessit et commi- 
sit praefato praeposito, ballivis, consuli- 
busque dicti burgi nostri, plenam pote- 
statum et liberatem praepositum, ballivos, 
decanum gildae, thesaurarium, consules, 
&c. secundum ordinem burgi, et pro gu- 
bernatione ejusdem, eligendi. 

Granted to ^le Provost, Bailies, Burgesses, Inhabitants, Coun- 
rtrors, and Commxmity. 

There ia also granted and committed to the aforesaid Provost, 
Bailies, and Councellors of our said i^urgh, full power and liberty 
of choosing a Provost, Bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, Coun- 
cellora, Sec, according to the order of the Bui^h, and for goveraij)!; 
the same. 
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4» J?br)f&r.-— Nbtorial Copy Charter King Charles^ 
II. 9th May, 1665. 
Granted, prseposito, balKvis, consulibus, et 
communitati. Confinns all Charters, 
Lands, &c. quae praepositus, ballivi, con- 
sules, omnesq. burgenses et incolae tern- 
pori praeterito in possessione fuerunt. 
Cum plena potestate pfaeposito, ballivis, et 
considibus, eligendi, fee. annuatim, tem- 
pore solio et consueto, praep. ballivos, 
thesaurarium, dec. gildas, consules, fra- 
tres gildas, Ke guild brethren, clericum, 
officiarios burgenses, ac mutandi dictum 
praepositum, &c. annuatim; unum sen 
plures corundem, prout illis cbmmodum 
videbitur, in eorxun munere et officio re-, 
tmeujdi* 

Granted to the Provost, Bailies, Coiincellors, and the Community, 
all Charters, Lands, &c. which the Provost, Bailies, CounceDors, 
and all the Burgesses and Indwellers in time past were in possession 
of. With full power to the Provost, Bailies, and Councellors of chooS'^ 
ing, &c. annually, at the usual and accustomed time, a Provost, Bai- 
Kes, Treasurer, Dean of Guild, CounceBors, Guild Brethren, a 
Clerk, and Burgess Officers, and of changing the said Provost, &c, 
yearly, one or more of them as shall seem useful to them to be re- 
tained in their station and office. 

n. Kilretivy. — ^Notorial Copy Charter by David 
Bethune, of Balfour, a subject superior, 
dated 18th September, iGll. 
To Bailies, Council, and Community, with' 
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^0wer to Bailies, CoQficit, and l^ipp duf- 
cessors, to elect Provost, B^es, Coun- 
cil, and other Officiara. 

6. C?(Z?7^pW(?/07^•— Notorial Copy Charter by King 
William, 19th April, I7OO. 
pQtestate Comiti de Argyll (ad melius sta- 
bilicndum et sustinendum dictum bur- 
gum) eligcndi pro prima vice ex ina>lis 
unum prajpositum, duos vel tres ballivos, 
unum dccanum gildae, unum thesaurari- 
um, et duodecim alios, pro eorum com- 
muni concilio; cumque potestate dictis 
magistratibus et concilio deinde eligendi 
novum concilium annuatim, et dicto an- 
tiquo concilio cum novo eligendi succe- 
dentes mtgistratus, officiarios, secundum 
actum Parliamenti, et hoc ex numero 
seu catalogo trium personarum pro praj- 
posito, et ex numero sex seu novem per- 
sonarum pro ballivis, annuatim, per dic- 
tum comitem ejusque praescriptos exhi- 
bend.; et si contigerit praefatum comi- 
tem omiterre traditionem dictorum nu- 
merorum, tunc licitum erit dicto burgo 
suis magistratus pro eodem anno eK- 
gcre. 

With power to the Earl of Argyle (for the better estftbHshing wad 
BUStaining said Burgh) of choosing for the first time, from among 
the J{id.weUer8| occ Proypst, tiwo or tlure« BaitieS) tne Pean of 
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ChnUb one Traasarer, aacl twelve others for their rnnMum Council; 
with power to the said Magistrates aod Council fioom thenctfbrth of 
choosing annually a new Council; and the said old Council with the 
new, to have power of choosing the suoeeeding Magistavtes and 
OfBcers> according to Act of Pariiament, and this from the number 
or catalogue of three persons for Provost, and of the number of six 
or nine persons for Bailies annually by the said Earl and his afore 
written, to be exfaiiiited; and if it shall happen that the said Earl 
shall neglect the delivery of the said numbers or catalogues, then it 
shall be lawful to the said Burgh to choose their own Magistrates {or 
that same year. 



APPENDIX (B.) 



Note of the particular ytar^ Mtreteted from the 
Records of the Royal Burgh ofAherdeen^ with a 
Certificate of the Town Clerk annealed to thevi 
respecting the Elections of Magistrates and To^iat 
Council. 

Head Court. Cuild Court. 

1398 ....••♦.♦.^••...•.^...•r.*-..-.....-*.* None 
J399 .•• ,^ None 

N«ne ^ ^.... — . — 1439 

14s50 ^ ••••^•.^••.•♦.♦.— ^•♦-•♦•..^^ None 

1467 ., None 
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1469 ^.. None 

U74j 1*74 

1475 N^"^ 

1477 , None 

1481 • •• N^°® 

None 1*^ 

1488 1*^ 

None 1^9 

}4i.4 1*^ 

None 14.96 

1302 1502 

None 1505 

1509 ^ •• 1509 

None 1511 

None .• 1515 

1517 1517 

None 1523 

1526 1526 

1528 152a 

1529 1529 

J530 ...• 1530 

1531 1531 

1532 1532 

1533 1533 

1534 1534 

1535 1535 

1536 1536 

1537 1537 

1538 1538 

1539 •••••••••••♦••••••••••••••••••••'••..•...•. luoif 

1540 1540 

None 1543 

1549 1549 

1551 1551 

1555 1»55 
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Htad Grart. QwSA eouau 

None 1556 

1561 1561 

1563 156S 

1564 1564 

1565 1565 

^ 1573 • 1573 

1574 1574 

1580 1580 

1582 1582 

None 1584 

1586 1586 

1587 1587 

1588 1588 

1590 1590 

1591 1591 

There are two Extracts, containing the Elec- 
tions of the above years, certified in the following 
manner, viz. : — 

The 1st. — Extracted from the Council Records 
of the Burgh of Aberdeen, upon tliis and the 
eighty-seven preceding pages, by me, Alexander 
Carnegie, Recorder and Clerk of the said Burgh, 
according to the note of particulars wanted, given 
in to me by Messrs. Alexander Leslie and Patrick 
Barron, merchants in Aberdeen, after inspecting 
the Records themselves at Aberdeen, the twenty- 
seventh day of April, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-nine years. 

Alex. Carnegie. 
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.Tte«d; — Extracted from the Reeortis «f the 
City t)f Aberdeen, on this and the mMiteen pre- 
ceding pages, by me, Town Clerk, 

Alex. Casi^gie. 

I Wfliiam Smith, Notary Public, residing in the 
City of Aberdeen, in North Britain, duly admit- 
ted and sworn, do hereby certify and attest to all 
whom it may concern. That the foregoing Ex- 
tracts from the Records of the said City were all 
wrote by me, and contain an exact and literal 
transcript of the several acts therein mentioned, 
written on the twenty preceding pages, without 
any addition or diminution, having been carefully 
collated and compared with the original books or 
registers in the cu^ody of the said Town Clerk 
and Recorder of the said City, and that the years 
therein mentioned are taken promiscuously from 
the Records; and further, that Alexander Carne- 
gie, Es^. who signs each of the said pages, is 
Town Cleiic and Recorder of the said City olf 
Aberdeen, and that to all Extracts signed by him 
as such, all due faith is and ought to be given, lix 
testimony whereof I have written and subscribed 
these presents, at Aberdeen, this SOth April, 

Praemissa rogatus attestor, 

WiLHAW Smith, N, P. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






199 



N.^. The years certified by the last attestation 
are. 1435, 1439, 1469, 1477, 1481, 1485, 1489, 
1496, 1J02, 1503, 1509, 1511, 1515, 1523, 15413, 
1556, and 1584. 



% 



COPIES EXTRACTS. 

liber communitatis bnrgi de Aberdene. Est 1S99* 
iste qui incipit die Lune proximo post festum Beati 
MichaeHs Archangel], anno Domini millesimo 
trecentesimo nohagesimo nono* Quo die electua 
fuit Adam de Benyn cum consensu et assensu 
totius communitatis dicti burgi in officium alder* 
mani. Et Willmus Blyndule, Simon de Benyn, 
Joh. Wormot, et Johes filius Thome, electi sunt 
in officium ballivorum, et Mauricius filius Roberti, 
Donaldus Ka, Fergu?ius filius Ade, et Johes de 
Lucris, electi sunt in officium serjandorum. Eodem 
die electi sunt in communes consiliarios dicti burgi 
Willmus de Caaiera pater, Lawrencius de Leth, 
Willmus de Camera filius, Alexander Bannerman, 
Thomas Spryng, Willmus Andro, Johes Andro, 
Johes de Ledale, David de Serogs, Johes Scherar, 
Robertus filius David, Johes Loccon, Hugo Ar- 
buthnot, Johes Ruthirfuird, Willmus de Gray, 
Simon Lamb, Ricardus de Lownan, Wilhnus 
Borthwick, Johes Strang, et Ricardus Fichet. 
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1408, Liber communitatis burgi de Abirdene incipiens 
die Lune proximo post festum Beati Michaelis 
Archiangeli de anno Domini millesimo quadring- 
entesimo octavo. Quo die Robertas filius David 
electus fiiit in officium aldermanni; Andreas Gif- 
fard, Richardus Fitchet, Johes filius Henrici, et 
Willmus Jacson; electi fuerunt in ofiicium balli- 
vorum; Johannes Trayle, Fergusius Ade, Johes 
Lucris, et Johannes Sellar, electi fuerunt in offi- 
cium serjandorum. 

Commune consilium — Willmus de Camera pater, 
Lawrencius de Leith, Willmus de Camera filius, 
Thomas Spryng, Johes Fitchet Johes Wormot, 
Thomas Lamb, Willmus Kyntor, Duncanus de 
Marr, Willmus Blyndsele, Adam Thome, Johes 
Jacobi, Ricardus de Lownan, Johes filius Alani, 
Johes Scherar. 

Anno j)ie Lune tertio die mensisOctobris, Ann. Dom. 
millesimo quadringentismo trecesimo quinto (viz.) 
die Juridico post festum Beati Michael. Anni 
per dicti electus fuit per commune consilium et 
confratres gilde, Johannes de Scroggs in officium 
propositi hujus burgi deAbdene, Alex, de Camera, 
filius et heres Thome de Camera, Johannes de 
Marr, junior, Matheus Fitchet, et Johannes Vokel 
"^ filius in officia ballivorum. Willelmus Atkynson, 
'\^ Matheus die. Duer, Johannes ******** 
totam communitatem burgi sm. leges ejusdem in 
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officio beddellorum five serjandorum; qui omnes 
officiarii, in pntia totius commuiiitatis, ad serv- 
and. leges, et cousuetudines laudabiles ac statute 
utilia hujus burgi fact, et faciend. juxta consiliuiA 
communis consilii, vel majoris et sanioris partis 
ejusdem, corporalia juramenta prestituerunt. 

Subscripti person^ electi fuerunt et jurati ad 
com. consilum burgi (viz) Thomas de Camera^ 
Johannes de Vaus, Gilbertus Meignes, Ricardus 
de Rutherford, Johannes de Fyfe, Andreas Ayn- 
croft, Johannes de Fyfe, Andreas Aynecroft; 
Johannes Vokel, Pat-Willehnus de Kyntor, And- 
dreas de Culane, Symon Blakra, 8tephanus de 
Balrong, Thomas de Stone, Johannes Gray, An* 
gusius Ade, Thomas de Crauford, Alex, de Kyn- 
tor, Andreas Branche, Robertus Will, Johannes 
Blyndzele, Robertus Blyndzele, WillelmusSherar, 
Thomas Blyndzele, Adam de Hill, Johannes Bur- 
nell, Willelmus de Fodringham, Duncanus de Clatt 
et Patricius de Badynach, ac Johannes Fichett, et 
Th. Umfrason, Willmus Giliard, et Johannes de 
Culane. 

Curia Gilde burgi de Abdene tent, coram 
Gilberto Megnes priepo^ito nono die men- 
sis Octobris Anno Domini XXXIX. Quo 
die, sectis vdcatis, et curia affirmata, ab- 
sentes patent in rotulo sectarum et amer-^ 

Qiament^um. 

RSI 
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JElecti ad commune consiliunL 

jMnneik Ae Yaus, Johannes de Scroggii 

Joannes de Fife, Jobes de Marr, 

Bichardus de Rutherford* Andreas Apcroft, 

Johes Vokel Pater, Duncanus de Qat, 

Johnes Gray, Andreas Branche, 

Stephanus de Babon j^ Fatricius de Badenacbf 

Bobertus WilHamson, Andreas de Cubne* 

Andr. Menzies, ^ Matheas Fichet, 

Rogenis Williamson, Hobertus ^lyndseil, 

Thomas Blyndseil, Johes Harrison Culane, 

Thomas de Crawford, Johes Vokel Fihas, 

Duncanus Paterson, Wallerus Gifiard* 

Thomas de Rolland, 

Curia capitalis burgi de Abirdene, tenta in 
pretorio ejusdem per ballivos X. tertio die 
, Octobris Anno Domini millesimo quadrin- 

gentesimo septuagesimo quarto, quo die 
sectis vocatis, et curia aflirmata, absentes 
patent in rotulo sectarum, 

Eodem die Alexander de Camera electus fiiit 
in officium prepositure pro anno sequente, et ad 
deserviend. fideliter in dicto officio juramentum 
prestitit corporaie. 

Johannes de Vans, David Meignies, David 
Symson, et Gilbertus de Camera electi fuerunt in 
officia ballivorum, prestitis per eosdem solitis ju* 
nunentis. 
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Johannes Lawrie, sen. Alex, de Camera, Alel« 
Andree, et Duncanus de Straloch, eodem die con* 
tmuati fuerunt in officio serjandoruin pro anilo ^ 
futuro. 

Guria glide burgi de Abirdene, tenti per pre- 
))ositum et fratres gilde, quinto die mensis 
Novembris, anno millesimo quadringentesi*^ . 
mo septuagentesimo quarto. 

Quo die subscripli electi fuerunt in communes 
consiliarios hujus burgi pro anno sequente. 

Commune consilium. 

Andreas Alansoiiy Thomas de Camera, 

Alex. Meignies, Gilbertus Vaus, 

Jolies de Marr, Thomas de Culane^ 

Ricardus de Kyntor, Willinus Vokel, 

Johes de KnoUis, Edwardus Lowson, 

Robertus Culane, Willmus Rettie, 

David Colyson, Johes Glemalvjn« 
Alex. Bljndschel, 

Curia capitalis burgi de Abirdene, tenta in ^^^^ 
pretorio per baljivos ejusdem, die secunda 
mensis Octobris, Ann. Domini millesimo 
quadringentesirao septuagesimo quinto ; quo 
die, sectis vocatis, et curia affirmata, ab- 
sentes patent in rotulo sectarum. 

Quo die Alexander Meignies electus fuit in fo* 
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iScium pr^ositure pro anno sequente, et ad de- 
serviend. fideliter in dicto officio juramentum pre- 
stitit corporale. 

Item, eodem die, David Leslie, Thomas de 
Fyfe, Robertas Blyndsell, et Jacobus Ciimyng 
decti fuerunt in officio ballivorum, et ad deservi- 
€nd. in dicto officio fideliter pro commune com- 
modo juramenta prestiterunt corporalia. 

Item, Johannes de Vaus, Alex. Chaumir, Alex. 
Androson, et Duncanus de Straloch, continuati 
fuerunt in officio serjandorum pro anno sequente. 

Subscripti electi sunt, et jurati in communi con- 
silio hujus burgi pro anno sequente^ 

Alex. Chaumir de MuirthiU^ Johes de Kjmtor, 

Andreas Scherar, Alex. Rede, 

Johes de Marr, ' David Mathouson, 

Matheus Fichel, Ada de Crawfuird, 

Johes de KnolUs, WiUmus Mallyson> 

David Colyson, Johes Womiot, 

Johes Wode, Alex, de Marr* 
' Alex. Howisone, 

1477. Curia capitalis burgi de Aberdene, tenta in 

pretorio per ballivos ejudcem die sexta men- 
sis Octobris, Anno Dom. mo. CCCC. 
LXXVII. Quo die, sectis yocatis et curia 
affirmata, absen. patent in rotulo sect.^ 
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> Eodem die Alexander de Cameras electus fiiit 
Ml officium prepositure pro anno sequente, et ad 
deserviend, fideliter in dicto oflScio juramentum 
prestitit corporale. 

After the Election of the four Bailies and the 
Town Serjands, with the verdict of an in- 
quest, on a brieve, in favour of Isabel 
Barclay, there is recorded as follows, (viz.) 

It. Eodem die subscripti electi fuerunt, et jiu-ati 
ill communes consiliarios hujus burgi pro anno 

iustanti. 

• 

Andreas Sherar, Petnis Kjnior^ 

Alex. MengzieSy . Alex. Howisone^ 

Johes de Marr, Andreas Reede de Badsothel, 

J >hes de Knollis, Alex. Reide, 

David Cdllison, Johnes de Kyntor, 

Johes Wode, David Sympsone, 

^Thomas de Fife. Edmundus Lowsone, 

Thomas de^Camera> Gilbertus de Camera, 

Gilbertus Vaus, Adam de Crawfurd, 

David Mathosone, Johes Stevinson, 

Alex, de Marr, Alex. Hay, 

Thomas Pratt, David de Kyntor. 

Curiacapitalis burgi deAberdene, tentain pre- 
torio ejusdem, sextadiemensisOctobris, Ann. 
Domini millesimo quadringentesimo non-, 
. ogesimo quarto: quo die, sectis vocatis, et 
curia aflGbrmata, absentes patent in rotulo 
sectarum. 



1494. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1S« 

Sodem die David Menzies electus in offidum 
|Mrepositure pro anno instante, pre^tito solito jura* 
mento. 

Eodem die Johannes Menzies, Gilbertus Men- 
zies, Andreas Branche, et Jacobus CoUisone, 
deed fiierunt in officium ballivorum, prestitis sol- 
itis juramentis, pro anno instante. 

Eodem die Philippus Dumbreck, Andreas Na- 
uchly, Thomas Jamesone, et Henricus Owyne, 
elect! fuerunt in officium seijandorum pro anno 
instante, prestitis solitis juramentis. 

Curia ballivorum legalis de Aberdene, tenta 
in pretorio ejusdem, decimo die Octobris, 
annoque supra* » 

*rhere are several amerciaments and convictiont j 
by the court, and an assize}— »then foUows, i 

Consilium* 

Alex. Rede, Alex. Chamjr the fader. Sir John 
Ruthirfuird, Alex. Menzies. 

Robert Blindsell, John of Cullane. 

John Colisone, Thos. Prat, Alex* Chamir the 
sone. I 

Andrew Murray elder, David Matheson. 

Andro* Culane th« younger, Andrew Culane 
elder. 
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Wm. Fitciiet, Robert Gi^ayer 

Alexr. Marr, Divid Mair, WilKam Bluidsell. 

Curia capitalis ballivorum de Aberdene, tenta 1509. 
in pretdrio ejusdem, quarto die mensis Oc- 
tobris^ atino Domini millesimo quingentesi- 
itto secundo: quo die, sectis vocatis, et cu* 
ria affirmata, absentes patent, &c. 

Eo die Alei^ander Menkes electus fuit in ofiSci-- 
um propo^iture pro anno instante, prestito solito 
jutamento. 

Eodem die Thomas Lesly, Jacobus Collysoq* 
Johannes Marr, et David Marr, electi fuerunt in 
<^cium baUivorum pro anno instante, prestitis 
solitis ttramentis. 

Eodan die WiUmus Scrimgeoufe, Andreas 
Nauchtie, Gilbertus Prestone, et Johannes Cuik, 
electi fuerunt in officium serjandorum pro anno 
instante^ prestitis solitis juramentis* 

Curia Gilde, tenta in pretorio burgi de Abirw 
dene, septimo die mensis Octobris, anno- 
que supra. 

Eodem die Gilbertus Menzies et Andreas Cul- 
lane electi fuerunt decani gilde pro anno instanti^ 
prestitis solitis juram;entis. 
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Eodem die Robertus Bluidsell, Johannes Cul* 
lane, Alexr, I^eid, Johannes Wormit, Andreas 
Murray, WiUmus ixtchet, et Alexr. Gray, electi 
fuerunt auditores computorum decanorum gflde 

anno elapso. 

Consilium. 
Johannes Leslie de Wardes, Dominus Johannes 
Ruthirfuird miles, Robertas Bluidsell, David 
Menzies, Johannes Culane, Alexr. Chaumir, 
Alexr. Rede, John Knollis, Johannes Collyson, 
.Alexr. Marr, Johannes Wormet, Willmus Chau- 
mir, Andreas Murray, Thos. Wauss, WlUmus 
Fitchet, Alexr. Gray, Willmus Bluidsell, Matheas 
Branche, Willmus Murray, Johannes Blak, W. 
*Gray, David Stewart, Duncanus Collison, Patri- 
cius Rede, Johannes Greg. 

1509* Curia capitalis ballivorum de Abirdene, tenta 

in pretorio ejusdem, primo die mensis Oc- 
^tobris, anno Domini millesimo quingente- 
simo nono: quo die, sectis vocatis, et curia 
affirmata^ absentes patent. 



Andreas Watson, 
Thomas Davy son, 
Duncanus Andersone, 
Rbbenus Davisone, 
"Willmus Richardsone, 
Thomas Laisk at Newbyth, 
Angus Wat at Mohy Cabok, 
Andreas Baxter at Newburgh, 
Richardus Watsone, 
Thomas Watson in GowUis, 
Thomas Widman, 
Andreas Watson in Cullan^ 
WiUiaus BbOLhall, dead. 



Symon Mitchel, 
David Hay, 
Georgius Johnstone, 
Johes Wafteone in GaraeUly, 
Andreas Gordone, 
Willmus Vyne, 
Johes Henrison, 
Alexr. Tulidif, 
Robertus Fraser, 
Alexr. Neister, 
Patricius Ramsay, 
Dand Bannerman, jiui». 



'^sfe. 



jL 
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Eiectio PreposiH. = 
Eodem die Gilbertus Menzies electus fuit in of- 
ficium prepositure pro anno instante, prestito sor 
lito juramento. . 

Electro BalHvorum. 
Eodem die Johannes Colisone, Johannes Mar^ 
Patricius Leslie, et Alexr. Menzies, electi fuerunt 
in officium ballivorum pro anno instanti, prestitis 
solitis juramentis. 

Eiectio Serjeandorum. 
- Eodem die Willhelmus Scrimgeoure, Norman- 
dus Leslie, Andreas Naughtie, et Johannes Cuik, 
electi fuerint in officium serjeandorum pro anno 
instante, prestito solito juramento. 

Curia Gilde burgi de Abirdene, tenta in pre- 
torio ejusdem, quinto die mensis Octobris, 
anno Domini tnillesimo quingentesimo^ 

nono. 

* 

Comilkm^ 

Johannei Lesley of Warcbes,. Wiilzeam Fitchet, 

Sir John Ruthirfuird> Wiilzeam Wormet, 

Johne of Culane, John Andersone, 

Andrew Cullane, David Stewart, 

James CoDysone, Patry Reed, 

Thomas Chaumir, Wiilzeam Murray, 

Alexander Gray, , Thomas Wans, 

■ Robert Gray,^ Tbomas-Wode, 



S 



o 
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Doncan CoHyBOBey Mathew Branches 

Pavid Mar, Charles Stevinson, 

Willzeam Portar, David Fynie, 

George Bisset, Andrew Lowson« 
Alexander MaUysone^ 

Decani Gilde. 
Eodem die Thomas Chaumir et DunGanus Co- 
lisone electi fuerunt decani gilde pro anno install^ 
ti, cum adjutorio praepositi, prestitis sditifiT jui^ 
mentis. 

Magistri Fabris Ecclesie. 
Eodem die Patricius Leslie et Georgius Bisset 
electi fuerunt magistri fabris ecclesie pro anno in- 
stante, prestitis solitis juramentis. 

Atiditores Computorem Magistrorvm Fabris Ecclesie 
et Decanorvm Gilde. 
Eodem die Gilbertus Menzies prepositus, Johes 
Leslie de Wardes, Johannes Cullane, Andreas 
Cullane, Patricius Leslie, Thomas Waus^ Thos. 
Wode et David Mar, electi fuerunt auditores com- 
putorum magistri fabris ecclesie, et decanorum 
gilde, prestitis solitis juramentis* 

Curia Gilde. 
\592. Curia Gilde Burgi de Abirdene, tenta in pre- 

torio, ejusdem die Veneris, nono Octobris, 
anno Domini millesiflao quingentesimo vi-^ 
gesimo tertio. 
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^ Bodem die Jacobus Collisoae ef Darid AttdeflSon 
i^e-diecti fuere in officjum decanorum gilde et msk 
gistarorum^ fahricie ecclesie divi Nichcdai nostit 
gloriosissimi patri, prestito solito jurameata 

Nomina Consuliim et Linieatorum. 

Sir John Rutherford, Robert Moyses, 

Andrew CuIIan> Walter Cullain, 

John Collison^ Patrick Leslie^ 

John Marr, John Murrayy 

puncao CoBisojit A1. Ruthei^ord/ 

Al. Gray, Oeorge Bisset^ 

John Anderson, John Black. 
Gawan Murray, 

Nomina Auditorum Computorum. ' 

Sir John Ruthirford, ' Alexander Gray, 

Andrew Cullane, James Collison, 

John Collisone, William Rolland, 

John Marr, Patty Leslie. 
Thomas Menzies, 

Curia capitalis ballivorum burgi de Abirdene, 1526^ 
tenta in pretorio ejusdem, primo die men- 
sis Octobris, Anno Dom. millesimo quin- 
tengesimo vigesimo sexto; quo die, sectis 
vocatis, curia affirmata, absentes patent, &c. 

Eo die honorabilis et circumspectus vir Gilber- 
tus Menzies de Findone electus fuit in officium 
prepositure Imrgi de Abiidine, de commune om- 
nium burgfensium consensu, pro anno instante, et 
prestito solit^jummentQ^ , 
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Eo die honorabiles viri Willmus Rolland, David 
Andersone, Duncanus Mar, et Patricius Fortes, 
decti fuerunt in oflficiumballivorum dicti burgi^ 
de communi omnium burgensium consensu, pro 
anno instante, prestito solito juramento. 

Eo die Normannus Leslie, Thos. Blair, David 
Herroun et Walterus Saiu-ay, electi fuerunt in of- 
ficium seijeandorum dicti burgi, de communi om- 
nium burgensium consensu, pro anno instante, 
prestito sdito juramento. 

Curia ballivorum burgi de Abirdine, tenta in 
pr^orio ejusdem, quinto Octobris, Anno 
Domini millesimo quingentesimo vigesimo* 
sexto. 

Nomina Consulum et Lineatorum terrarum in burgo^ 

Thomas Menzies of Petfoddellis, Robert Mojsef ^ 

Schir Johnne Ruthirfuird Knyght, Thomas Murray, elder 

Androw Cullane, George Bessat, 

Alexander Gray, . Walter Cullane, 

Thomas Chalmer, Johne Kack, 

Duncan Collysone, Richard Waus, 

Alexander Ruthirfuird, Mathow Branche, 

Thomas Ruthirfuird, Johne Arthur, 

Maister Androw Tullideff, William. Gray. 
Patrick Leslie, 

Dej/nis of Gild and Masters o/Kifkwarh 
The said day David Andersone,,Gewge Bissat^ 
and Robert Moyses, was chosen to be the awy» 
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of the Provost, Bailies, and CounsaU ^bove ^t« 
ten, Deynis of Gild, and Maisters of Kirkwark 
for this instant zeir, the gryt ayth be thame beand 
swome to wiss the said offices for the common 
weil as wss is, 

AvStores Compuioritm. 

Thomas Menzies, Willus Rolland^ 

Dominus Johannes Ruthirfuird, Georgius Bissat, 

Andreas CuQan, JRobertus Moyses« 
Alexander Gray, 

Curia capitalis ballivonim burgi de Abirdene, 1536. 
tenta in pretorio ejusdem, secundo die men- 
sis Oetobris, Anno Domini millesimo quin- 
^entesimo trigesimo sexto; quo die, sectis 
vocatis, curia legittime affirmata, absen* 
paten, 

Eodem die, honorabilis et circumspectus vir 
Gilbertus Menzies de Findoun electus fuit in of- 
ficium praepositure dieti burgi pro anno instante,. 
de commune omnium ciyium et biu-gensium dicti 
burgi, prest^o tamen per eundem solito juramenta 

Eodem die, Andreas Menzies, David Andersone, 
Alex^der 'Tluthirfuird et Willus Rolland sen/ 
electi fuerunt in officium ballivorum dicti burgi, 
de conmiuni omnium civium et comburgensium 
consensu, prestito tamen pereosdem solito jura- 
mento, durante; anno instante* : . - 
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- Bodtm diej lliomas Mair> Thom&*^HtfAtar, Jo^ 
amted Keith et Duncanus Porter^ de cbmmuni 
omnium civium et comburgensium consensu, deeli 
&ienuitin officium serjcandorUm dicti burge, dui 
rante anno instante, prestitis tamen per'eosdem 
•mnibus solitis juramentis. 

Curia Glide* 
Curia Glide bafUvorum burgi de Abirdene^ 
tenta in pretorio ejusdem, ^exto die niensis 
Octobris, Anno Domini miliesimd quin* 
gentesimo trigeaimo sexto, per hdnorabiles 
viros prsepositum Andream Menkes, David 
Andersone, Alexanderiuni Rtitherfuird, et 
Willum Roiland; quo die^ sectis oiria le- 
gittima affirmata, absen. paten^ 

Nomina Constdum. 

Thomas Menzies, Patrick Forbeft, 

Andro Cullane, Willm. Lyon^ 

John Colyson elder, Alexr. Gray, 

Mr. Andro TuUidefiJ * AJexr. Nicholson^ 

Thomas Chahner^ Robt. Black, 

Waller Clnllane, Gilbert M allisoii^, 

Duncan Marr, Geo. Bissatt, 

Patrick Leslie, Alexr. Kintor, 

John Collytjon younger^ Mathew Branchay 

Alexr. Menzies, Andro Durly, 

^hnne itutherfuird, John Chalmer. 

Thesaurars and Deynis of Gild. 
The said day tUe J:^jLx>¥o^aad Counsidl present 
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tot the time dhesit David Andersone, Bailzie 
Walter Cullane, and John Chalmer the Guid 
I'dwn's Treasurer, Deriis of Gild and Maisters of 
Kirk-wark artd BrigwsCfke for this instant zier, and 
dfecepted the siaid offices on thame, and are sworne 
thereto to exercise the same lelie and trewlie for 
this instant zier; and ordains John Chalmer afore- 
^stid to introntet with the Town's haill money bayth 
^ wattcrmjdls, land mails^ Saint Nicholas silver, 
law ^ver, And aU trther incomes and accidents 
^rt^ining the Guid Towne, and keep the same, 
and Writer Cuilane to wreit the same so far as he 
ressaves, and heis given fortii, and spendit, and 
debursit thairof for the commoun Weil and dew- 
ties of the Guid Towne be all thair avyss* 

Auditores Computorum dicti Burgu 
The said day, the Counsall present for the tyme 
chesit Gilbert Menzies Provost, and the four Bail- 
zies of this instant yeir, Andro' Cuilane, Thomas 
Menzies, John CoUyson elder, Maister Androw 
Tullideff, Walter Hay, and Andro' Lowson, audi- 
tors of all ibe Towns comptis for this instant zier, 
and in special of the coihpts of Ardlar, so far as 
Is unmade of all ziers bygane. 

The Privy Couiisall. 
• The said day, the Coungall present for the tyme 
^esit Gilbert Menzies Pravost, Andro Cuilane, 
Thooftas Menzies, Jobu Collysone elder, and the 

T 
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four Bailzies of this instant zier, the Towns pryvie 
and secreit counsel fen: this instant zier, to cog- 
no$ce» conclude, and determine on all the Guid 
Townes secreit besyness and errands concemiqg 
the common weil of the Town^ for the common 
weil. 

1537. . Curia capitalis commutiitatis burgi de Abet- 
dene, tenta in pretcmo ejwdem, primo die 
mensis Octobris, Ann. DiDm. millesimo 
quingentesimo tregesimo septimo; quo die, 
sectis vocatis, curia legittime affirmata fiii^ 
absentes patent* 



Nomina Absentium. 



Alexr. HucheouDy 
Patricius Marr, 
Henricus Irvine, 
Jacobus Wricht, 
Andreas Wricht, 
Alexr. Johnstoun, 
Thos. Lamingtoun, 
Jacobus Black, 
Thomas Andersone, junicM*^ 



Joannes Cnufiurde, 
Andreas Wendy, 
Willielmus Tullidefi; 
Robertus Craig^ 
WiUus Cfcr, 
Joannes Knolfis^ 
Jacobus Trail^ 
"Thos. Hay^ senior. 



Eodem die, circumspectus vir Thos. MenzieS 
de Pitfoddelis, filius et heres apparens Gilberti 
Menzies de flfyndone, electus foit in prepositum 
burgi prefati, de communi omnium burgensium 
consensu, prestito solito juramento^ et hoc pro 
anno i.nstanti. 
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Eodem die, David Andersone, Andreas^ Men- 
zieS, Alexr. Ruthirfuird, et Willielmus Rollandy 
electi fuerunt in officium ballivorum prefati burgi, 
de communi omnium comburgensium consensu, 
pro anno instanti, prestitis per eosdem solitis ju- 
ramentis^ 

Eodem die, Alexn Kay, Thomas Huntar, Jo- 
hannes Keith, et Johannes Kelo, electi fuerunt in 
ofBdum serjeandorum, pro anno instanti, per ma- 
jorem partem comburgensium, et de communi con-^ 
sensu eorundeni; prestitis per eosdem solitis jura^ 
mentis^u 

Curia Gilde ballivorum burgi de Aberdene^ 
tenta in pretorio cjusdem, quinto die mensis- 
Octobris, Anno Domini mill^simo (juingen- 
tesimo trigesimo-septimo,, per honorabiles 
viros Thomam Menzies praepositum, David 
Andersone, Alexand^um Ruthirfuird, et. 
Willum Rolland, ballivos; quo die, s^tis^ 
vocatis, curia legittime affiripat^ fuit, ah- 
sentes patent. 

Nomim Absentium. 

Johnne Ruthirfuird, Thos. Sclierrar,. 

William Andersone, WillQuhyt. 

Sanders Ttillideff, Mr. Johnne Gordon^ 

Sanders Hucheon, William Annand, 

Henry Irvine, Jphnne Recaucht, 

Androw flrabnor^ Johnne Andersone,^ 

Johnne Jamesone, Mr, Wm» Forbes... 
Sanders Cajie, 

t2 
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Nomina Consulum et Lineatonmh 

Gilbert Menzies, Wm. Lyon, 

Andrew Cullane, Alex. Gray, 

Johnne CoUysone Hder, Alex. Nicholsone, 

Mr. Andrew TuDideff, Eobt. Black, 

Thos, Chalraer, Gilbert Mallisone, 

Walter Cullane, Geo. Byssat, - 

Duncane Marr, Alexr. Kyntor, 

Jon. Collyson, Yr. Mathow Branche, 

Alexr. Menzies, A^idw. Durfy, 

John Ruthlrfiiird, ^ Johnne Chalmers. 
Patrick Forbes, 

Audttores Computonm. 

Gilbcrtus Menzies, Magister Andreas Tullid^ 

Andreas Cullone, Walterus Hay, 

Johannes CoUyson, Andreas Lewson* 

llna cum prceposito et bc^llivis. 
Eo die, David Andersone electus fuit iij magis- 
trum fabrici operis ecclesi^ parochialis Divini 
Nicholai de Aberdene, et juratus fuit duodecimo 
Octobris iii conspectu consiljii. 

Et similiter, Magister Andreas TulliedeflF elec- 
tus fuit in decanum gj^lde, prestito solito jjura- 
mento, de quo supra, et hoc pro anno instantit 

Die Veneris. 
1543. Curia GUde ballivorum burgi de Aberdene, 
tenta in praetorio ejusdem quinto die mensis 
Octobris, Anno Dom. millesimo quingentesimo 
quadragesimo tertio, per honorabiles virds Gilber- 
tum Menzies, Alexrum Knollis, Wm. Rolland, et 
^^alterum CuUan, ballivos dicti burgi. 
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Aaireyr Cullap, 
John CoUisony 
Thos, Chalmer, 
Alexr, Gray elder, 
xleniy Irwyne, 
John Collisone, 
Alexr. Nichols^nn^^ 
Pavid A9dersoD> 
Androw Menzies 
Maister John Gordon, 
Alexr. Ruyrfiird, 
Andw. Lowsonne> 
{Duncan Marr, 
Rob. Cullan, 
M. Rob. LiuDBdeiiy 
Dayid Marry 
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Cpnsuhcm et Lineatorum. 

Gilbt. Tuljdeff, 

D. MenzieSy 

Jos. Ruyrfiirdy 

Master Jno. Freser, 

Gilb. Freser^ 

Geo. Bissety 

Gilbt. Mabsouq, 

John CoUison, 

Walter Hay, 

Patri Forbes, 

Alexr. Menzes, 

Walter Leslie. 

Una Gum iiii baBivis ekpt. pi^ 
anno instant, (viz,) Alexr* 
Knolles, Wm. RoDand, Alexr, 
Gray, M. Patrick Ruyrfiird, 



Thos. MyD, 
ALBisset, 
Al. Gray, 
John Brabur, 
John Jameson, 
Gilbt. Brabur, 
Patric Forbes, 
Thos. Hay, 
And. Steven, 
Jos. Fairly, 



Nomina Absentium. 

Ja. Irvin, 
Archbald Rail, 
John Pecocke, 
Jas. Spark, 
Wm. Duncan, 
And. Cutts, 
Wal. Ruth, 
Thos. Paton, 
Thos. Watsop, 



Auditores Computorum. 

Andrew CuHan, Gilb. Tullidef, 

John CoUysone, Androw Lovraon, 

David Andersone, Walter Hay, 

Alex. Gray, elder, Geo. Bisset, 
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Gustatores Ctroisiefor the Four Quarters^ 
Eodem die, Andreas Menzies & Alex. Riiyr- 
ford electi fuerunt in decanos gilde tempore 
instantis auni, prestitis per eosdem juramentis 
solitis. 

Eodem die, David Anderson electus fuit mag; 
operis ecclesie pro anno instanti, prestito solito 
juramento. 

Eodem die Willmus Rolland electus fuit mag. 
operis pontis de Dee pro tempore anni instanti^ 
prestito solito juramento. 

1580. Cjiria Capitalis Communitatis Burgi de Aber- 

dene, tenta in pretorio ejusdem, tertio die 
mensis Octobris, Anno Domini miUesime 
quingentesimo octuagesimo. 

Nomina Absentiim* 

(Recorded as usual.) 

Eodem die, honorabilis vir Gilbertus Menzies 
de Pitfoddellis electus et admissus fuit in officium 
praepositure dicti burgi, de communi omnium com* 
burgensium consensu, et assensu, unanimi voto 
absque contradictione, pro spacio anni immediate 
cursuri, prestito per eundem publice et palam so- 
lito juramento. 
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!Bodem die, hcmorabiles viri Robertus Menzies 
senior, Alexander Rutherfuird, Gilbertus Gray, 
et Patricius Leslie, electi fuerunt pretores seu bal- 
livi dicti burgi, de communi comburgensium con- 
sensu et assenmi, pro spatio anni immediate cur- 
»uri, prestitis per eosdein publice solitis juramentis.^ 

Eodem die, honesti viri Alex. Chalmer, Tho. Dick- 
sone, Alex. Rolland, et Johannes Smytht, electi fue- 
runt serjandi seu officiani dicti burgi, de commuxii 
omnium comburgensium consensu et assensu pro 
spatio anni immedkte cursuri, prestitis per eosdem 
solilis juramentis; et Williemus Menzies de Ferrie- 
hill devenit ftieijussor pro diligente et fidele 
administraticme dicti Alexandri Chalmers in suq 
officio, Williemus Marr pro dicto Thoma Dicksone« 
Johannes Cullen pro dicto Alexandro Rolland, et 
Alex. Mollisone pro dicto Johanne Smytht. 

Die Veneris. 
Curia Gilde Ballivorum Burgi de Aberdeene^ 
tenta in pretorio gusdem septimo die men- 
tis Octobris, Anno Domini millesimo quin- 
gente$imo Octuagesimo, per honorabiles 
viros Gilbertum Menzies de Pitfoddelles 
praepositum, Alexandrum Ruthirfuird, Gil- 
bertum Gray, et Patriqium Leslie, balHvos. 
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Absent. 

(Recorded as usuatl.) 

fiodetri die, honorabilis vir Jacobus LesHe eleo* 
tos suit thesauraiiiis dicti bi*gi, ac feudefirmaitcm 
collector, pto spatio anni immediate cursuri, qui 
immediate juramento soKto acceptavit hujusm6di 
^ifficium. 

Eodem die, howorabiles viri Wifliehnijei Mea- 
lies seniot, et David Anderson, electi et admissi 
fuerutit decani gilde dicti burgi pro s^itio prieisfen- 
tis anni immediate cursuri, qui immediate jura, 
ifiento solito hujusmodi ofScium super se acceptar- 
tunt^ 

Eodem die, honorabiles vir Alex. Cullen elector 
fuit magister opens pontis de Dee, et collector 
firmarum de Ardlair eidem ponte annexat. nee 
Hon magister operis ecclesie divi Nicholai de 
Aberdene parochialis,etcoUectorproficuum et emo- 
luH^ntorum dicte ecclesie pro spatio anni immedi- 
ate cursuri, qui immediate juramenf o solito hujus- 
modi officium acceptavit. 

Eodem die, honorobiles viri Gilbertus Menzies 
de Pitfoddellis prepositus, magister Robertus 
Luihisden, Alex. Rutherfuird, Alex. Chalmer de 
CiiltiSy David Marr, Alex. Kngwis senior, et Alex.- 
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Cullen, ehcU fiiemnt commiss£u:ii dicti burgi. Et 
ad recipiend. novos tenentes fuedifirmarum dicti 
burgi. £t ad confirmand. cartas aUenationum 
super hujusmodi ffeudifirmas. 

Eodem die, honorabiles viri GilbertUs Menzied 
de Pitfoddellis, praepositus, Gilbertus Menzies 
senior. magi$ter Robertus Lumisden, David Marr, 
Alexander Chakner de Cultis, Alexander Ruther^ 
furd, Gilbertna Gray, David Andersone, et David 
JBndeauch, electi fuerunt auditores computorum 
dicti burgi pro spatio atini immediate cursuri, 
prestitis per eosdem solitis juramentis. 

The said day, the Counsall understanding that 
ane certain number of the auld Counsall electit 
find chosin the last zear are departit and deceist, 
at the pleasure of Gpd, to the number of ffyve 
persones, aud therefoir thocht expedient to adjoin 
ffyye utheris in thair places, and to that e&ct 
nominated and chesit as persones worthie William 
Menzies of Ferrehill, David Menzies elder, Alex- 
ander Hpwesone, David Anderson, and David 
Endeaucht, quhilks war admitted and sworn^ 
Counsellors of this Burgh in their vices an^ places* 



V 
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Nomina Consulum et LineatortM. 

Gllbertus Menzies prepositus, David Marr, 

Robertuft Menzies senior, Willielinus Menzies senior^ 

Alexr, Ruthirfiiird, "J Alexr. Knowis sen. 

Gilbertus Gray, VBalivi Joannes Lowsome, 

Patricius Leslie, j Alex. Cullen, 

Magister Robertus Lumsden, Will. Menzies de Ferriebin, 

Alexr. Chalmer ^nior, ^ David Andcrsone, 

Alexr. Chalmer junior, Alexr. Howesone, 

Gilbertus Menzies senior, David Endeauchtf 

David Menzies ejus filius, Jacobus Leslie, 

.Alexr. Menzies sen. Andreas Huntar* 



EXTRACTS. 

1 399. The B6ok oT the Community of the Burgh of Aberdeen. This 
IS that which beginn^tli on the next Monday after the Feast of St. 
Michael the Archangel, in the year of the Lord 1399, on whick 
day, Adam de Benyn, was chosen to the Office of Provost, with 
assent and consent of the in4iole Community of the said Burgh, an4 
William Blydule, Simon de Benyn, Joh. Wormot, and Joh. th^ 
son of Thom, were chosen into the office of Bailies, and Maurice, son 
of Robert, Donald Ka. Fergus, son of Adam, and Joh de Lucris 
were chosen into the office of Serjeants. The same day were chosen 
Commo)iX!oiinc£llors of the said Burgh, WHliam de Camera, Father 
or Senior, &c. 

-1408, The Book of the Community of the Burgh of Aberdeen, bcgin- 
ing t^e Monday next after the Feast of St. Michael, the Archangel^ 
1408. Which day Robert Davidson was chosen into the office of 
Provo^, Andrew Gifi&rd, &c. were chosen into the office of Bailies. 
John Trail, Sec* were chosen into the office of Serjeants. Common 
Council^ William de Camera, the Fatberor Senior^ &c. 
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Monday, Si October, 1435, being, the fiiUi lawful day after the 14S5. 
Feast of St. Michaier. There were chosen by the ^ommon Council 
and the Guild Brethren, John Scroggs into the ofBce of Provost 
of this Burgh of Aberdeen, Alex. Cameron, &c. into the office of 
Bailies. WiDiani Alkinson-, &c. by the whole community according 
to the laws o£ the same, into the office of Beadles, or Serjeants, all 
which Officers, in presence of the whole Comnmnity, took their Cor- 
poral Oath to observe the laws, laudable customs and useful statutes 
of this BUrgh, such as are abeady made, or may afterwards be made 
afler the advice of the Common Council^ or the greater and most 
intelligent part thereof* 

The underwritten persons were chosen and sworn in to the Com* • 
inon Council of the said Burgh, viz. Thomas Cameron, &c. &c. 



1439. 



At a Guild Court of the Burgh of Aberdeen, holden before Gil» 
bert Menzies, Provost, 9th October, A. D. 39 (i. e. 1439) which 
day the divisions being called, the Court fenced, the absentees mark- 
ed in the roll of divisions and of fines. 

There were chosen to b^ a Common Council, John Vass, &c. &c. 

At a Head Court of the Burgh of Aberdeed, held in the Hall of 14'74^ 
the same, by the ten Bailies, 3d October, 1474, which day the di- 
visions being called, the Court fenced, and the ^ibseotees marked ia 
the roll of the divisions* 

llie same day Alexander Cameron was cl|dsen into the office of 
Provost for the following year, and for his serving faithfully in said 
office, he took his Corporal Oath. 

^John Vass, &c, were chosen into the office of Bailies, th^ having 
taken the usual Oaths, 

John Lawrie, &c. were the same day continued m the office of 
Serjeants for the year to come. * 

u2 ' ' 
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At a Guild Court of the Burgk of Aberaeen, held bythe Pio- 
vost aud Guild Brethren, 5th November, 14f74- 

Which day the Underwritten were chosen to be CoQunon GoiKi* 
cellors of this Burgh for the year ensuing. 

Common Council — Andrew Allanson, ^c. 

1475t At a Head Coui;U>f the Burgh of Aberdeen held in the Hall by 
the Bailies of the same, on the 2d October, 1475, wbich day the 
divisions being called, the Court fenced, the absentees were marked 
in the roll of the divisions, which day, Alexander Menzies was chosn 
en into the office of Provost for the ensuing year, and took his Cor- 
poral Oath for bis faithful serving in the said office* 

Also, the same day, David Leslie, Ssc> were chosen into the office 
of Bailies, and took their Corporal Oaths for fiiithfully serving in 
said office for -the commoi;! advantage. 

Also, John Vass, &c. were continued in the oSiQe of Serjeants 
for the ensuing year. 

The Underwritten were chosen into the Common Coimcil of this 
l^urgh for the ensuing year, viz. Alexander Chalmers of Murde, &c. 

1477 ^^ * Head Court of the Biu-gh of Aberdeen, hdd in the Hall by 
the Bailies of the same, 6th October, 1477, which day the divisions 
being called, the Court was f^nped, the absentees were mark^ in the 
loU of divisions. 

The same day Alexander Cameron was chosen into the office of 
Provost for the ensuing year, and too\i his Coiporal Qath for his £uth^ 
fid servii^ in the said office. 

Also, the same day the Underwritten were chosen Common CotuH 
cellors of this Burgh, and sworn in tq tha( pfficQ |b( the fngyT*g 
y^air, Andrew Shearer, &q^ 
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At a Head Cai<t of the Bui^ of Ai)«ideen held in the Hdl of 1494. 
the same, 6th October, 14*949 which dsjr the diviaioiiB b^ng calleds 
the Court fenced, the absentees were mailisd in the roll of divisions. 
The same day David Menzies was chosen into the ct^e of Provost 
for tlie year now commencing, he having taken the usual OatL 

Same day, John Menzies, &c, were diosen into the office of Bai* 
lies for the year now commencing, they have taken the usual Oaths. 

Same day, Philip Dumbreck, &c. were chosen mto the office of 
Serjeants ibrthe year now comm^ncingi they having td^en the usual 
Oaths. 

At a BaiHe Court legally held at Aberdeen, in the HaH, 10th 
P<3tober, nbove yelgr, 

CoUNCii* — Alexander Reid, Sec. i 

At a Head Court of the. Bailies of Aberdeen, held in the HaH of 1502. 
the same, 4th October, 1502, which day the divisions bebg called, 
the Court fenced, absents marked, &c. 

The same day Alexander Menzies was chosen into the office of 
provost for the ensuing year, he having taken the usual Oath. 

The same day, Thomas Leslie, &c. were elected Bailies for the 
ensuing year, they having taken the usual Oaths. 

The same day, William Scrimgeour, &c, were chosen into the of- 
^ce of Serjeants for the ensuing year, having taken the usual Oaths. 

At a Guild Court, held in the {lall of the Burgh of Aberdeen, 7tl| 
October, m the above year. 

The same d^, Gilbert Menzies and Andrew Cullen were chosen 
XiPV^ of Quild for the ensuing ye«r, having taken the usual O^ths, 
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Th« same day, Robert Bluisdale, &c were chmstn Ajoditoi^r qf 
Accounts of the Deans of Guild for the past year. 

Council— John LesUe of Wardes» &c.. 

At the Head Court of the Bailies of Aberdeen, held in the HaS 
«f the same, 1st October, 1509, which day the diviuona being called^ 
the Court fenced, absentees marked- 
Andrew Watson, &c- 

E1.ECT10N or THE Provost. — The same day, Gilbert Menzie» 
was chpsen into the office of Provost for the ensuing year, having 
taken the usual Oath. 

Election of Bailies. — The same day, John Colfison, &c^ 
were chosen into the office of Bailies for the ensuing year, having 
taken the usual Oaths. 

Election of Serjeants.— The same day, William Scrimgeour, 
i^c. were chosen into the office of Serjeants for the ensuing year, 
having taken the usual Oaths. 

At a Guild Court of the Burgh of Aberdeen, held in the Hall of 
the same, 5th October, 1509. 

Council.— John Leslie of Wardes, '&c. 

Deans of Guild. — ^The same day, Thomas Chalmers and Dun* 
can Collison, were chosen Deans of Guild for the ensuing year, with 
^e assistance of the Provost, they having taken the usual Oaths. 

Masters ©f Kirk Works.— The same day, Patrick Leslie 
and George Bissat, were chosen Masters of Kirk Works for the en- 
suing year, having taken the usual Oaths^. 

Auditors of Accounts of the Masters of Kirk Works 
AND Deans of Gi)ild— The same day, Gilbert Menzies, Provost, 
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9^, were chMen Auditors of ^^ccounts of the Master of KiA Wdrk, 
4Uid of the Deans of Guildy they having taken the usual Oaths* 

Guild Court, — At a Gmlcl Court of the Burgh of Aberdeen, 1523« 
held in the Hall of the same, Friday, 9th October, 1523. 

The same day, James CoHison and David Anderson were re-elected 
into the office of Deans of Gruild and Masters of Kirk Work of our 
most glorious &ther Saint Nicholas, having taken the usual Oath* 

Names of Councillors anp MEAsuRERs^Sir John Ru* 
theiford, &C. 

Names or Auditors of Accounts.— Sir John Ruther- 
ford, &c. 

At a Head Court of the Bailies of the Burgh of Aberdeen, held 15S6« 
m the Hall of the same, 1st October, 1526, which day the divisions 
being called, the Court fenced, absentees marked, &c* 

The same day that prudent and honouraUe Gentleman, G]B)M 
Menzies of Findon, was chosen into the office of Provost of the 
Burgh of Aberdeen, with the common ccmsent of all the Burgesses, 
for the ensuing year, he having taken the usual Oath* 

The same day, these Gentlemen, William Holland, &c, were choseQ 
into the office of Bailies of the said Burgh, with the coodmon con- 
sent of all the Burgessses for the ensuing year, they haimag taken the 
tisual Oath. 

The same day, Norman Leslie, &c. were chosen into the office of 
Serjeants of the said Burgh, wkh the common consent of all the 
Bnrgesses, they having taken the usual Oath for the ensumg year. 

At a BaSie Court of the Burgh of Abe^^en, held in the Hall of 
the same, 5th October, IMQ. 
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Mamw or inn CooNeii^ avb McAsoiiM w Laum ni 

AtmifoM ov AccouNTH^ — ThomBBM&meai, Stt^ 

1536* At a Head Court of the Bailies of the Burgh of Aberdeen, heU 
k the Hafi of tiK game, 2d Oetdber, 1590, ii^Iids^r die di%yoQS 
leing ci^ed, the Court hgeSfy tmteiy the absentees ^n^re ma^Eed* 

The same day, that prudent Gentleman, Gilbert Menzies of F!n- 
don, #as ehosen into the ofllee df RpoYOst of the said Bw^, for the 
ensuing year, with the common consent of all the Citizens- and Bw^ 
g^sses of the said Burgh, the Oath usually taken bemg also taken b)r 

The same day, Andrew M^izies, &c. were chosen into the office 
of Bai^ of the said Burgh, dunng the ensiling year, with the oom- 
m&n eonsent of all the Citizens, and sXL their fdlow Burgesses, the 
Oath usually tskea on such occamns, being also taken by them* 

The same day, Hiomas Blair, &c. wi^ th^ eomnon content of al 
ikt Citizens, and all the fellow Burgesses, wa« chosen into the of« 
fice of Serjeaiits of the said Burgh, diuring the ensuing year, idl ^ 
Oaths usually ta^Lan on siich occasions, having been taken by them* 

GviLi^ Covwr. — At a Guild Court <^ ^e BaiBes of ^ Butgh 
of Aberdeen, held in the HiA of the same, 6di Octdber, 1596, by 
tbese G^demen, the ProvoK, Andrew Menzies^ &c« which day the 
divisions being called, the Court legally fenced, absentees were 
marked. 

Namss of the Cov^fctt^^thovm Mensiet, &c. Andttors 
of Aoopunts of the said Burgh. 

1537* At a Head Court «f the Community of the Burgh of Aber^en, 
bdd in the Hail of the sama, 1st of October^ 1^7, which itxy the 
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diviaoBB beiiig calkd^ the Court W9S legaSj fenced^ the lA^sentig^s 
were marked. 

Names of Absentees. — ^Alexander Hutcheon, &c» 

The same day that prudent Gentleman, Thomas Menzies of Pit- 
£9delis, son and heir apparent of Gilbert Menzies of Findon, was 
chosen Provost of the foresaid Burgh, by the common consent of all 
the Burgesses, he having taken the usual Oaths, and that for the 
ensuing year. 

The same day, David Anderson, &c. were.chosen into the ofiice 
#f Bsulies of the aforesaid Burgh, with the common consent of aU 
their fellow Burgesses for the ensuing year, the customary Oathd 
having been taken by them. 

The same day^ Alexander Kay, &c, were chosen ii;kto the office of 
Serjeants, for the ensuing year, by the major part of their fellow 
Burgesses, and with their common consent, the usual Oaths having 
been taken by them. 

At a Guild Court of the Bailies of the Burgh of Aberdeen, held I587. 
in the Hall of the same, 5th October, 15S7> by these Gentlemen, 
Thomas Menzies, Provost; David Anderson, &c. Bailies; which day 
the divisions being qalled, the Court legally fenced, the absentees were 
tnarkedr 

Names of Absentees. — John Rutherford, &c. 

Names of Councellors and Measurers. — Gilbert Mei> 
zies, &c* 

Auditors of Accounts,-— Gilbert Menzies, &c. together with 
the Provost and Bailies. 

The «ame day, David Aoderson was chosen Master of Kifk 

X 
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Wofb, for the Parish tt St. NicholaB of Abcrcteeilk, loid <nrds m^A 
12th October, in presence of the CoimcU. 

And likewise, Mr. Alexander Tul^eff was chosen Dean of Guild, 
having taken the usual Oath, as above mentioned, and that hr the 
icnsuing year. 

1543. Feiday. — At a Guild Court of the BaiHes of the Burgh of 
Aberdeen^ held in the Hafi of the same, 5th Odober, 1543, bj 
these Gentlemen, Gilbert Maizies, ^c. Biulies c^the smd Burgh. ' 

Namiks ot the Councslloas and Measurers^— Andrew 
CuHen, &c. 

Names op Absentees.— Thomas M% &e. 

Auditors of Accounts-— Andrew CuHen, &c. 

Tasters of Ale for the four Quarters. 

The same day, Andrew Menzies and Alexander Ruyrfurd were 
chosen Deans of Guild for the time of the ensuing year, the usual 
Oaths having been taken by them. 

The same day, David Anderson was chosen Master of Kill 
Works for the ensuing year, he having taken the usual Oath. 

The same day, William RoUand was chosen Master of Woilcs of 
the Bridge of Dee, for the space of the ensuing year, having taken 
the usual Oath. 

1580. ^^ " Hea/^ Court of the Community of the Bui^h <^ Aberdecyi, 
held in the H^ of the same, Sd Octdber, 1580, 

Names op Absentees. 
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Tbe dame iay, CUftert Mouies of Pit&dds im cfaom laid ad- 
Batted inta the office o£ Provogtship oi the said Burgh, with the com- 
mon consent and assent of all the fellow Burgesses, and an unanimous 
vote without anjT contradiction, ior the space of the year immediately 
to run, he having publicly, and m the presence of all, taken the usual 
Oath. 

The same day, these Gentlanen, Robert Menses senior, &c* 
were chosen Praetors, or Bailies, of the said Burgh, with the common 
assent and consent of all the fellow Burgesses, for the space of the 
year immediately to run, the usual Oaths having been publicly takea 
by them. 

The same day these men of good character, Alexander Chalmc«r>. 
Ac. were chosen Serjeants, or Officers,- of the said Burgh, whh the 
common assent and consent of the fellow Burgesses, for the space of. 
the year immediately to run, the usual Oath& havii^ been taken by 
them; and William Mdmies of FerryhiU became security fat the di- 
ligent and faithful administraidon of the said Alexander Ghahners ift . 
his office; William Marr, for thesaid Thomas Did^spn; John CuUen, 
for the said Alexander EoUand; and Alexander MoUison, for the saii. 
John Smitk. 

Frid A Y«— At a. Guild Court o{ the BaiKes ot the Buff h of Ate> ^580, 
deen, held in the Hall of the same, 7th October, 1580, by these 
Gentlemen, Gilbert Menzies of Pitfodells; Provost Alexander Ru- 
therford; Gilbert Gray and Patrick Leslie, Bailies- 

The same day, James Leslie, Gentleman,, was chosen Treasurer 
of the said Burgh> and Collector <^ Feu Rents, for the spaco of the 
year immediately to run, wha having immedi^ly tj^n the usual 
€bth, accepted <^ said office. 

The same day, William Menzies> senior, and David Anderson, 
Gentlemen, were chosen and admitted Deans of Guild of the said 
Bnrgh, fcmtht ^ace «f the ftm&$t jm iwrtaailiaHly to run, who 

X 2 
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having forthwith taken the usual Oath, they took upon tfaems^es the 
said office. 

The same day, Alexander Cullen, Gentleman, was chosen Master 
of Works of the Bridge of Dee, and Collector of Rents of Ardlair, 
which is annexed to the said Bridge ; as also Master of Kirk Works 
of St. Nicholas, parish of Aberdeen, and Collector of the Profits and 
Emoluments of said Kirk, for the space of the year immediately to 
run, who forthwith accepted of said office, having taken the usual 
Oath. 

The same day, these Gentlemen, Gilbert Menzies of PitfoddeHs, 
Provost, &c. were chosen Commissioners of the said Biu*gh, as well 
for receiving new Feu-holders of the said Burgh, as for the ratifying 
Charters of alienation upon Feus of this sort. 

The same day, these Gentlemen, Gilbert Mensies of Pitfodells^ 
Provost, &c. were chosen Auditors of Accounts, for the space of the 
year immediately to run, the usual Oaths having be^ taken by 
them. 

Names of the Councellors anj> Me^sureks*— Gilbert 
Menzies, Provost, &c. &c^ 
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APPENDIX (C.) 



Abstract of the Setts of the Boyd BurgHSf. 

I. EDINBURGH. 

Two Decrees Arbitral, 1583 & Yi^l Concerning 
Two Acts of Council, 1658 & I673) the Setts, 

Council consists of 17 Merchants, 6 Deacons, 

and 2 Trades Councellors, in all 25. These 

shorten the leets for 14 Deacons, and elect 6 of 

them Council Deacons; they may continue 2 

years* The 14 Deacons are elected as follows: 

Each Corporation or Trade vote a list, or leet, of 

6, which they give in to the Council, who return 

3 of the 6 for the election of a Deacon, who is 

chosen by a majority of the votes of the Members 

of the respective Corporations. The 25 Members 

of Council elect 3 Merchants and 2 Trades Coun- 

sellors. The old and new Council, consisting of 
SO, leet for the Office Bearers, who are elected 

by them and the 8 Deacons not of the Council, 
making in all 38. Thereafter the Council con- 
sists, as formerly, of 25; but the 8 Extra Deacons 
have a vote in ev^ry case exceeding the value of 
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5^1 : 13 : 4. The Magistrates consist of a Lord 
Provost, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, each of 
whom may be re-elected for 1 year more> and 4 
Bailies, who cannot be re-elected into the same 
Office the succeeding year, and they must be 
out of Council 1 year before they can be put in 
the leet for Bailies. Each of these Office Bearers 
remains in Council 1 year ea: officio as Counsellors. 
A Balie, though be cannot be re-elected until he 
be out of Council at least for 1 year, yet the sett 
does not prevent his being kept in Council a con- 
siderable time, by being elected into other offices, 
such as Treasurer, Dean of Guild, and Provost» 
one after the other. 

II. PERTH. 

Act of Convention, 1658, on a submisssion, re» 
duced the Council from 28 to ^, by striking off 
or debarring two Trades Councellors> but does 
not mention the mode of election. 

The sett mentioning the mode of election re- 
turned to the Convention in consequence of the 
order I7O8. 

Council consists of 26, to wit, 14 Merchants and ' 
12 Tradesmen. Merchant Counsel are elected by 
such Members of the old Town Council as are 
merchants, but the old Magistrates continue 1 yeat 
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as Councellors. The Trades Coancellors are elect- 
ed by the CcHincii out of leets given in by tht 
Trades* 

Provost, 3 Bailies, and Dean of Guild, are 
merchants; the Treasurer a merchant and trades- 
man per vices, elected by the Town Council out of 
leets given by the did Magistrates and Council ; 4ith 
Bailie is a tradesman elected by the Council out 
of leets given by the Cprporation of Trades per 
vices. Magistrates cannot be re-elected above 2 
years; but no restriction as to the re-election of 
Councellors, nor to the election of the same Ma- 
gi^rates after they have been one year out of 
office. 

After the election. Deacons are elected by each 
G(Hporation of Trades, without controul from the 
Council, and they with the Trades Bailie and 
Trades Councellors elect a Conv^er, who is not 
a Member of the Council; nor are the Deacons 
Members of Council, es officio. 

m. DUNDEE. 

Provost, 4 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Trea- 
^rarer and Councellors, in all 20. 

The Council out of leets made by themselves, 
choose 5 Merchant and S Trades Councellors. 
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The old and new Council make leets for Magi- 
strates, copies of which are given to the Trades, 
and the Election of those Magistrates is made by 
the old and new Council, and 9 Deacons. 

The sett does not contain any restriction against 
the re-election of any person in office, or in Coun- 
cil; Deacons not Councellors eoc officio ^^ no leets 
for them. 

IV. ABERDEEN. 

Established by act of the Town Council 1591, 
and decrees of Lords of Session approving 
the alteration as according to the acts of 
Parliament, though contrary to former 
practice. 

Approved by decrees arbitral. King James V. 
1592. 

Altered bj^iecrees arbitral of Commissioners 
of Convention, 1596, giving the 6 Deacons 
of Trades not in council a vote in the elec- 
tion of the Magistrates. 

Council consists of 19, who choose 13 new 
Brethren of the Guild, and continue 4 of the old, 
making 17, and choose two of the Deacoq?, mak- 
ingiaalll9. 
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Afterwards the new and old Guild Council, con- 
sisting of 30, with 6 Deacons of Trades, not in 
Council, and 4 Deacons of old and new Council, 
in all 40, elect Provost, Bailies, and other officers, 
out of the Council. 

No leet for Deacoiis who are not Councellors 
ejc officio. 

V. STIRLING. 

The Town Council by the old sett consisted of 
7 Deacons chosen out of leets made by the Trades, 
shortened by the Council to 2 persons, and one 
of these two chosen by each Trade, who was a 
Councellor ex officio^ and 14 Merchant Councel- 
lors, elected by the old Council, in all 21. 

IJie Provost, 4 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and 
Treasurer, were chosen out of leets of persons in 
Council by the new and old Council. 

Seven Merchant Councellors, and .4 Deacons, 
being a majority of the Council, changed yearly. 

Magistrates not to continue in the same office 
longer than 2 years. 

No restriction against re-election of Magistrates 

y 
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or Councellors changed, after they had been one 
year out of office or Council. 

jSy new sett given 23d May I78I, 

A poll election was given ki the first instance, 
uod thereafter the number of the Council the 
same as before, to be elected thus:— 7 Deacons 
chosen by the Members of each Trade, without 
ieets or controul from Council, as formerly, Coun- 
<jellors ex qfficio^ 4 new Merchant Councellors, 
one of whom to be Dean of Guild, to be elected 
by the Merchants or Members of the Guildry; S 
new Merchant Councellors, to be elected by the 
old Council, who vote off or remove 7 of the old 
Merchant Council; 7 Merchant Councellors, who 
remain without election, in all 21. These 21 
elect from themselves the Magistrates, except the 
Dean of Guild. The old Council name 4 Dea- 
cons, who cannot be re-elected for the next year. 

VI. LINLITHGOW. 

The number of Council, 19 Merchants and 8 
Trades, in all 27, elected thus: — 

Each of the 8 Corporations of Trades gives s 
leet of 3 persons, of which the Council and Dea- 
con of the Trade expunge one, and in his stead 
add the then Deacon, and the person tsK) expunged 
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presides at %he election respectively <^^u)h of the 
Deacons. 

ThiB old G)uncil choose a leet of 12, to be added 
to the 12 of the old Council, out of which the 
old Council choose the new Merchant Council of 
la. The 7 Magistrates, viz. a Provost, 4 Bailies, 
Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, are chosen by th6 
Council out of the leets made by th^selves, in 
all 27- 

There is no provision against re-election either 
of Magistrates or Council. Indeed it is provided 
for, as the old Councellors are put into the leet 
for the new. 

VII. SAINT ANDREWS. 

Decreet arbitral on submission to Convention,, 
8th July, 17*0, after the sett, and concerns an 
election prior to the submission* 

The Council consists of 29 j Provost, Dean of 
Guild, 4 Bailies, and Treasurer, Merchants or 
Guildry, and 14 Guild Brethren, ivi- reliant 
Councellors, and the Convener and 7 Deacons, 
Trades Councellors, elected thus; — 

The dd Council choose 3 new Merchant Coun- 
C^orsi tim Trades choose a Convener, and 7 

t2 
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Deacons; and the other 18 Members of Couhcil 
remain without election; in all 29. 

The 7 Magistrates are elected out of the 21 
Councellors, by the old and new Council of 32. 

There appears to be no leets of Deacons; but J 
the old Magistrates are always put in the leets for ^ 
electing tR new. 

By the decreet-arbitral, regulation is made con- 
ceming the residence of Magistrates, and that 
the Dean of Guild, Bailies, and Teasurer, shafl 
not be continued in the same office above 3 years; 
and that no Tradesmen shall be elected as Guild 
Councellors, unless he renounce his Trade, and 
the privilege of being a Deacon in future. 

VIII. GLASGOW. 

Sett, 1711. Altered by Council in 1748, and 
approved by Convention. 

Council 29, or 33 in certain cases. 

By the sett, they are elected thus: — 

The Council of 29 or 33 elect the Provost and 
3 Bailies out of very complex leets of the Coun- 
cil, madiB by the Magistrates; then the Provost 
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and 3 Bailies so elected for that year, and the 
Provosts and Bailies for the 2 preceding years, in 
all 12, of whom there is in Council at the time a 
majority, or 8 out of 12, elect the Councellors, 
viz. 13 Merchants and 12 Tradesj in all 29* 

The Magistrates and Council of the year, with 
the Deacons of Trades, to whom are added as 
many Merchants as make the number of Mer- 
chants equal to the Trades, elect thejDean of Guild 
out of a leet from the Merchants House, and the 
Deacon Convener out of a leet from the Trades 
House, who either may or may not be Members 
of Council; but if not, are extra Councellors ex 
officio. The Master of Works, and Treasurer, are 
elected by the new Council, and if not Members 
of Council, they are extraordinary Members er 
officio. In all 4 extra Councellors* 

The Provost and Bailies last elected. Dean of 
Guild, and Deacon Convener, are continued in 
the Council a year after the expiry of their oflSces* 

The 2 senior Merchants, and 2 senior Trades 
Councellors, not in the Magistracy, nor in preced- 
ing article, shall be disqualified from sitting in 
Council for 3 years. 

IX. AIIL 

Council consists of a Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean 
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^ Outld» Traaiuter, and 10 Merelumt and S 
Trades Comicdlfm, in aU 17f elected thus:-* 

The eid Couilcil c^ 17 elect 4 Merchants and 2 
Tradesmen of Diflferent Crafts, new Councellors 
for the ensuing year, which with the old Council 
of 17» make 23. 

Thoite 23 make leets of themselves for Provost, 
Treasurer, Dean of Guild, and Bailies, and then 
the said 23, along with 3 Deacons of the other 
Crafts, in all 26, elect the 5 Magistrates out of 
the said leets. Four of the Merchant, and 2 (^ 
the Trades Councellors go out of Council each 
year. 

The sett contains no regulation for the change 
of any other Members of the Council than the 4 
Merchants and 2 Trades Councellors; and there 
is no restriction against the re-election of the 
Councellors so changed, after they have been one 
year out of the Coiuicil, 

X. HADDINGTON- 

Act §f Taxm Countoik on Act ^ Convention, 165S. 

Council consists of Ifi Merchants and 9 Trades^ 
electe4thufi:'-* 
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The Magistrates and Merchant CouncO, inNa« 
16, dect 4 new Merchant Councellors, in place 
of 4 who are put off yearly, at the conclusion of 
the whole elections, by the Magistrates, Treasurer, 
and new Merchant Councellors; 12 Merchant 
Councellors remain without any election; and 7 
Deacons and 2 Trades Councellors are chosen by 
the Trades; in all 25. 

The Trades Bailie is always one of the Trades 
Councellors, and as such is chosen by the Trades^ 
and the other Magistrates are chosen out of the 
new and cid Merchant Council, by the new and 
old Merchant and Trades Council of 31» 

Leets for Magistrates. 

XL DYSART. 

The Council consists i)f 2 Bailies and 21 Couxir 
cellors, in all 24, without distinction of Mer« 
chants and Tradesmen. 

The dd Council chooses the new out of leets 
given by each member of two persons. 

Each of the Bailies m^es aleet of 6, IS in all, 
out of which the old and new Council choose 6, 
and oat tA' that 6 the two Bailies are elected. 
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. The Bailies and new Council choose the Trea- 
surer out of a leet of two, given by the old Treasurer. 

No restriction as to re-election either of Ma- 
gistrates or Councellors. 

XII. KIRKALDY. 

Decreet-arbitral concerning the sett by the Earl 

' of Rotlies, dated 1662, and sett altered or ex- 

plained 29th August, 1721, on a submission to 

Convention. Council consists of 10 Seafaring 

Men, 8 Merchants, and 3 Tradesmen; in all 21. 

The old Council choose the new; and the new 
and old Council, with the whole Deacons, choose 
the 5 Magistrates. 

No Councellor can continue above two years to- 
gether, unless an Office-bearer; and the Deacons 
are joined with the Council in setting tacks, con- 
tracting debt, and common works. 

No restriction as to re-election of Magistrates, 
and no restriction against re-electing a Councellor 
after he has been one year out of Council. 

XIII. MONTROSE. 

Formerly the Council consisted of 17 Merchants 
and 2 Tradesnjen, including the Magistrates, 
piaking 19. 
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iTfae old Council chosa tb« new. Only 7 ^^ 
Magistrates coi^inued CounceltcMrs one yenr longw 
e± qfficio. The old and new Council, out of letetei^ 
elected 4 of the Magistrates, and the new Council 
elected the other 3. No limita^ios^ ju» to re-election 
erf Councellorsj but the Provost^ Tteaaurer, and 
Hospital^Master could not contiwie in those o|9ces 
above 2, nor the Bailies sd^e S yeairs; but ttd 
restriction agaimt re-dlecting them after being otte 
jear out of dlice, though in Council w did Ma*- 
gistratat* 

By the Act of 1817, the sett i^ completely 
changed^ and the election of Magistrates and other 
Officers takes place now, by a general poU <rf tkt 
Burgesses. 

XIV. CUPAR. 

Said to have hem observed forty years before 1710, 
and upwards* 

The Council consists of a Provost, 3 Bailies, 
Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, 13 Guild or Mer- 
chant Councellors, and 8 Deacons Trades Coun- 
cellors; in all 27. Elected thus:-*- 

The 13 Merchant Council choose the like num- 
ber to succeed them the ensuing year, called the 
new Council} and the old and new Council and 8 

z 
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Beacons elect- 5 of the Magistrates; and the Dean 
of Guild is elected by the whole Guild Brethren 
of the Burgh. 

After the election, 4 of the old Council are 
chosen, one by each of the Provost, and 3 Bailies, 
called the Adjoined Council, who are members of 
the Council for that year, but have no vote at next 
election. There is no restriction against the re- 
election mther of Provost or Councellors, at least 
after they have been one year out of office. The 
other Magistrates cannot continue in their offices 
above 2 years together, but there is no limitation 
of re-electing them after being one year out of 
office. 

XV. ANSTRUTHER EASTER. 

Council consists of 19, apparently without di- 
stinction of Merchants and Trades, viz. 3 Bailies, 

I Treasurer, and 15 Councellors. 

The old Council nominate 4 new Councellors, 
and annually put ojff 4 of the old, and the other 

II CounceHors remain without change. 

The 4 Magistrates are elected by the whole 
Burgesses out of a leet of 9 persons for the Bailies, 
given by the 3 Bailies, of which number they are 
always 3j and out of a leet of 3 persons for the 
Treasurer, given by himself, and of which num- 
ber he is always one. 
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XVI. DUMFRIES, 

Council consists of a Provost, 3 Bailies, Dean, 
Treasurer, 12 Merchant Councellors, and 7 Dea- 
cons Trades Councellors j in all 25. Elected 
thus: — 

Four new Merchant Councellors are chosen by 
the Magistrates and old Council; 8 Merchant 
Councellors continue without election; 7 Deacons 
Trades Councellors are elected by the Trades 
without leets. The 6 Magistrates are elected as 
under, out of leets of the old and new Merchant 
Council of 22; and at the conclusion of the whole 
election, 4 of the old Merchant Councellors are 
voted off by a Council of the 6 new Magistrates, 
4 new Merchant Councellors^ and 7 Deacons; in 
all 17. 

The whole old Council of 25, the 4 new Mer- 
chant Councellors, and 4 Tradesmen added to the 
Deacons, in all 33, make leets of the members of 
the old and new Merchant Council for Magi- 
strates; and out of those leets the 33 elect the 6. 
Magistrates. 

• 

Only 4 of the 18 Merchants, including Magi- 
strates in Council, are annually changed, and 14 
Merchants must remain; but the Magistrates can- 

z2 
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iiot continue in the ^ftfae ^ce mthout intermis- 
sion above two years. 

The 7 Deacons either may or may not be re- 
electpil. 

Certain relations, such as father and son, breth- 
fan, &c caimot be on the Ma^stracy at the same 
Um^ under a penalty of «f 1000 Scots, and several 
^mikur r^vdatious, enacted by ac^ of tbe Towm 
Ooimcil, are read at ^very election. 

XVII. INVERNESS. 

Ht«t i^*t by Committee of Convention 1678> 
i^rderss that the Council ^aU consist oflfcl^ 
con^rm to the sett made by tilie Totvft 
Council in 1648; and on account ^ tbt 
complaint of the continuance of the Coun- 
cil nuuiy years before enacts^ that 5 new 
Counc^^^ shaU be chosen ^very year, and 
that the Council dbaU dM)08e Ma^^id^as 
oust of their own numb^. The iVovost 
not to continue above 3 yeairsi nor the ot^w 
Magistrates above 2 years witbeut iatoru 
mission, without-prejudice to their being 
re-chosen after being one year out of tfaiise 
oi&ces« 
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Explained by a O^MBittee^i'C^iiVciirtioii, ixpdtL 
a submission, in 1709* 

Altered by act of Couttcil, a|^roVed by Con- 
vention in 1722; against which alteration and ap- 
p!ckatA6iSi the Commissioner from Dnndee protest- 
led; to Mrhich the Commisskmer for Inverness an- 
swered, that <heiJr sfett waji neither according to 
thdr Charter n w Act ^ P^ament, but was given 
tfeem fey, and is alteralde by Convention. 

The mode of election ^tppeaars to be this : — 

The Provost, Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Trea- 
tJttrer continue Counceilors for the year after they 
go out <£ office, aftd cannot be any of tfce 5 Mer- 
dmnt CouncdGlors tittned off. 

The Town Council choose 5 new Merchant 
Councdlor^ and remove 3 of the cAd; so that 13 
Merchant OanceUora cimtinfie without election. 

lii* 6 incorpomtfed IVades shafl choose each tcMife 
Di^ftcon^ iti^ tho^ Demons ^mB elect a Convene, 
who fe €0? qffitio a Oouncelor} out of tibe remain- 
ing DeacoBB the Town Council^all ^ect 2 Trades 
€oiincell(M$ inalliSl/ 

The 5 old Merchant Councellors bein|r removed. 
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the CouncU, out of their own number shall choose. 
the Magistrates. 

XVIIL BRUNTISLAND. 

Produced submission, dated 22d and 29tfr 
February, 1728, between Guildry and Con- 
vener of the Trades, whose subscription by 
act of Council is declared as good as if 
both parties had subscribed, and that they 
particularly submit with power to annul a 
decreet of declarator in favour of the 
Trades, and decreet-arbitral thereon. 

Decreed 1st. — That the Council shall consist of 
14 Merchants, actual TraflSckers, Burgesses, (re* 
siding and bearing scot and lot) and of 7 Trades- 
men, Burgesses, Freemen, bearing scot and lot; 
in all 21, elected thus: — 

The old Council shall choose the new Council, 
and the new Council shall choose 3 Bailies out of 
the Merchant Council, who cannot continue above 
2 years in that oflSce. Councellors shall not con- 
tinue longer than 3 years, till 1 year out of Coun- 
cil; and that after the election anno 1729, 3 Guild 
Councellors at least shall be changed Gvery year^ 
and that the sett, except so far as altered by tho 
decreet, shall remain in full force* 
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XIX. INVERKEITHING. 

Produced 1st Sett, as in Books ofComention I709. 

2d Decreet of the Convention, admitting 
Deacons to Council, 7th July, 1742^ 

By 1st Sett.— Council consists of at least 15, 
Mrithout distinction of Merchants and Trades, viz. 
a Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Trea- 
surer, and 10 or more Burgesses, Inhabitants* E- 
lected thus:— 

The Magistrates and Council when any of the 
old Council are desirous of an ease, and have de- 
mitted their offices, shall choose others in their 
room. The Magistrates are elected by the Coun- 
cil out of leets of themselves. 

By act Convention 1742, a petition of the Dea- 
cons and Dean of Guild to the Convention, pray-* 
ing, that the 5 Deacons might be Councellors ex 
x>ffictOj was approved by the Convention, provided 
the Deacons should have no Convener, and that 
the Guild Councellors should exceed the number 
^f Deacons, and that the Deacons hereafter to be 
elected shall be elected conformable to the sett of 
the Burgh of Culross: which sett says nothing 
about their election. By this it appears, that 5 
Deacons are added to the former number, so that 
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the Council m ^ Thwe » m provision for any 
change of 15 of the Council, except by death or 



XX- KINGHOHN. 

1. — Act of Council, making sett 1710. 

2.~Act of CouncQ ia 17*4, recHfd in an a|N 
probation thereof by CcmTention in 176&# rilow* 
ing another person ta be added to the leet &9 
Provost. 

Council owisiste of 1? M^rdbaats, SoiIofs, and 
Brewcars, and 5 Deacons, in aU 92; the Prov^est 
and 2 BaiUes being chosen out of the 17« EfecA* 
ed thus:^— 

. Six new Councellors are elected each year by 
the CouncU and Deaccnis, in place of 6 that go 
off, and the other 11 of the Merchant Coundl 
remain without eledioa The 5 Deacotns are sup« 
posed to he chqeen by the Trades; but thi^aett 
says nothing renpecting thek edection. 

The Provost and 2 Bailies are chosen (the Bat» 
lies out of a leet of 2 persons given by themselves, 
and 2 added by the Council; the Provost out of a 
ket of 2 given by the Bailies^ and 1 added by the 
Council) by tb« whole old and nefw C^kiunftil and 
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pjBacpns. Bailies not to cohtinue more than 2 
years in that office, and no leet for Deacons. 

XXI. BRECHIN. 

The Council consists of 11 Merchants and 2 
Tradesmen residing in the Burgh, in all 13, of 
whom 7 are a quorum. Elected thus: — 

The old Council always choose the whole of the 
new Council, and there is no restriction again&t 
their re-electing themselves. 

The Provost, 1 Bailie, Dean of Guild, and 
Treasurer are elected by the new Council and & 
Deacons, out of a leet from the 11 Merchant 
Councellors (made by the old and new Council) 
of 2 for Provost and 4 for Bailies. Lord Panmure, 
in virtue of a contract, not produced, in 1630, 
names the other Bailie out of the leet of 4 made 
by the Council. 

Deacons not Councellors ea^ qfficioy and no leets 
appear for them, 

XXII. IRVINE. 

Council ccmsists of 15Merchants^ in which are 
3^nQlu4ed Provost, 3 Bailies, Deati of Guild, a ic^ 

A a 
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Tieasurer, and 2 Trades Councellors; in all 17* 

Elected thus;— ' 

The old Council elect the 2 new Merchant 
Councellors, and 2 Trades Councellors, whom they 
must change every year; the remainder of the 
Council, vi2. 13, may or may not be re-elected, 
at the discretion of the Council, 

The Council elects the Magistrates out of leets 
of their own number made by themselves, but the 
Provost and Bailies canijot continue in that office 
above 2 years. 

Deacons not Members ex officio^ and no leets 
as to them. 

XXIIL KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 

U^cordedj 17017 ^ in Books qfConventiony appears 
to depend on usage^ as set forth in petition, with , 
some alterations on overtures approved btf Act 
cf CounciL 

Council consists of the Provost, 2 Bailies, Trea- 
surer, and 13 Qoungellors; in all I7. Elected 
thus;-^ 

Two or 3 new Councellors are electedyearly by 
the Magistrates and Council, in place pf the sain^ 
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number they piit off; the other 10 or 11 CoUii* 
cellors remain without change. 

The 4f Magistrates are elected by the new Coun- 
cil along with one person named by 'the comma-* 
nity to represent them, who has a vote in the 
election of Magistrates only, but not of the new 
Council, and that besides the ordinary Town Coun- 
cil of 17; but the said representative for the com- 
munity is no further a member of the Town Coun- 
cil^ and has no vote but simply in the said election/ 



XXIV. WIGTON. 

Certificate by the Council in 1709, that the sett for 
15 years bypast and upwards has been* 

Council consists of ^ Provost and 2 Bailies^ who 
do not continue in that office more than 2 years, 
15 Councellors, one of whom Treasurer, and the 
Town-clerk, in all 19- Elected thus:— 

The Council annually piit off 3 Councellorsi^ 
and elect the same number; the other 13 Coun* 
cellors may remain in office without change. Thd 

A a 3 . - 



. ;^:!> 



Nothing said about D.eacons. By the first over-* 
ture it is declared, that the constitution shall con- ^^>^ 

tinue unalterable, except in so far as it may be 
innovate by any of the overtures following. 



'^'r* 
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sett does not say any thing respectkig tfa6 dtttio^ 
of the 3 Magistrates. 

XXV. PITTENWEEM. 

Sett said to have been punctually obserted since 
the erection of the Burgh. 

The Council consists of 4 Bailies^ a Treasurer, 
and'19 Councellors; in all 24. Elected thus:-^ 

The old Council elect the 4 Bailies out of a leet 
of 12, of which the 4 old Bailies and old Treasurer 
must be in the number leeted; the Treasurer out 
of a leet of three, and the 19 other members of 
the new Council without any leet or provision 
against re-electing themselves. 

XXVI. DUNFERMLINE. 

Act of the Convention making the sett, dated 
Dunfermline. 13th July 1718, not produced, 
but recited in decreet 1724, produced. 

By the sett 1718, the Council consisted of a 
Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, 
and 4 Councellors, all Merchants, and 7 Trades 
Councellors. Elected thus: — 

The old Council to choose the new, and these 
two the officers. 
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Act of the Convention, 13th July iTSi, altera t^ 
above sett made by the Convention in I718, updA 
and as recited in a petition of John Wilson, weaver, 
for himself and in name of a number of Burgesses. 
The Committee find no rule of election^ except 
the decreet-arbitral I7I8, which was a very indi^ 
tinct rule; and that it was in tlie power of Mer- 
chants and Trades to re-elect therasdves to the 
day of their djaath, without any change. 

The decreet-arbitral 1724 enacted, that in all 
suteeeding elections^ the Magistrates and ot^dioary 
Council shall consist, in place of 16, of 22 persoi^ 
as follows:— 

New Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and 
Treasurer, old Provost, 2 old Bailies, old Dean 
of Guild, and Treasurer, and 2 Merchant Coun- 
ceUors» being 12 MercliaHtS, and 2 Trades Coun- 
cellors, and 8 Deacons; in all 22. Elected thus :«^ 

Eight Deacons t^ be elected out* of a leet of 
4 for each of the 8 Trades, shortened by the Coun- 
cil to 2 and one of these two elected by the Trades- 
men of each trade; 2 Merchant and 2 Trades 
Councellors to be elected by the ordijiary Council. 

A Provost and old Provost elected by the or- 
dinary Coimdl, and 4 Extra Councellors, viz, 2 
Merchants and 2 Trades, joined to the ordinary 
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Council for the purpose of election (Myf and nani^ 
cd by it annually. 

Two old and two new^Bailies, o^e new and one 
old Dean of Guild, and one new and one old Trea- 
surer, elected by the ordinary and extraordinary 
Council of 26, out of the number of Merchants 
in the Council. No restriction against the re-elec- 
tion of the Provost and old Provost. No Bailie 
to continue above two years, nor in Council more 
than one year thereafter as old Bailie, unless he 
be elected Dean of Guild or Provost; that the 
Dean of Guild shall not continue more than two 
years, nor in the Council more than one year 
more as old Dean of Guild, unless he be elected 
a Bailie or Provost; That no Treasurer shall con- 
tinue more than two years, or in the Council as 
old Treasurer more than one year thereafter, un^ 
less his accounts are stated, and no balance due,' 
and he be elected a Bailie or Dean of Guild; that 
no Tradesmen shall continue as Trades Councellor 
more than three years, or as Deacon more than 
two, till he be one year out of office; than no 
Merchant shall be on the ordinary Council with^ 
out an office more than two years- » 

XXVII. DUMBARTON. 

The Council consists of 10 Merchants, include 
ing Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Trea- 
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surer, and 5 Tradesman: m all 15. Elected 
thug}--- 

iThe old Council choose the 5 Merchant and 5 
Trades Councellors; and the old Provost, 2 old 
Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, in aU 5, 
continue in virtue of their offices Councellors for 
the year ensuing. 

This new Council so chosen, with the Deacons 
of crafts in number 5, proceed to the leetingand 
electing the Provost, eldest Bailie, youngest Bailie, 
Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and other Officers, 
out of the Council; and the new Treasurer, if he 
be not a member of the new Council, isf supemum* 
erary to the 15, 

There is no restriction against the re-election 
tf either Magistrates or Councellors, 

_ XXVIIL RENFREW, 

Council consists ^f 19, including a Provost 
*nd 3 Bailies, Elected thus;— 

The old Council elect the new Council thus:-~ 

The Provost makes each Councellor in his turn 

retire, and in his absence it is put to the vote 

, whether the person absent shall be continued a 
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Councellor for the year ensuing or not ; then ip 
case of the removal or death of any Councellor, 
each Councellor present, names a Burgess, and 
the Council is made up to 19 out of those Bur- 
gepses litaving the greatest number of votes. 

The new Cojmeil elect th^ Provos): md Bailie 
out of leetsmade by the Council^ but the Provqst 
must have been 2 years a Gouncellor before his 
election ; and the Provost and Bailies are continued 
Councellors for 2 years after the expiry of their 
offices, but no longer, unle^ re-elected. 

There is no restriction against the re-election of 
the whole Council by themselves, without limita- 
tion of time, or change of persons, the vote put 
being " Continue the former Councellors or not?'* 

XXIX. DUNBAR. . ' 

Council consists of a Provost, 3 Bailies, and 
Treasurer, and 15 Councellors j in all ?0. Elec- 
ted thus:-— * 

The Magistrates and old Council, out of a l^et 
made by themselves of 8, clioose 4 new CounceU 
lors, and the old and new Council choose the, 5 
Magistrates out of leets made by thenjselves, and 
then the old and new -Magistrates and Treasurer 
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put off such 4 of the rfd CouncallofS as they think 
proper. 

There is no provision for any change in th« 
Council, except the 4 annually put off; so the 
majority of the Council must continue without 
election; and no restriction against re*«l#9tiQn of 
Magistrates* 

XXX. LANARK- 

^tk June, 1701, the Act of Council statt^\^^ 

** We, according to our antient custom^ ad ga- 
thered from our antient records^ and according to 
our present use, make up our sett as follows/'"^ 

Council consists of 17 persons, without distinc- 
tion of Merchants and Trades, including the 
Magistrates, of whom the Deacon Convener i» a^l^ 
ways one. Elected thus:— 

The old Council choose the new, Without any 
provision a:gainst re-electing themselves. The 
Council, with the Deacons of Trades, choose the 
Bailies and Treasurer out of leets of the 17 Coun- 
cellors made by the Council ; the Provost is oiie 
ef the 17 chosen by the new Council. 

There is no provision against the re-ekction of 
the same Magistardtes and CouMellors. 

B b 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I9i< 

XXXI. ARBROATH. 

1st Sett. Council consists of at least 17» and 
not above 19, including the Magistrates. Elected 
thus: — 

A Convener elected by the Deacons of Trades, 
Councellor e^ officio, and in the election of Ma- 
gistrates has two votes. The old Council choose 
the new, consisting of 16 or 18; in all 19. 

The Earl of Panmure chooses the first Bailie out 
of a leet of 2 persons for Provosts, and 4 persons 
for Bailies, made by the new Council; then the 
Incorporations, whose number is not mentioned, 
elect Delegates, who, with the Council, elect ano- 
ther Bailie, and the Provost, out of the said leet. 

2d Sett. The Provost and Town Clerk certify, 
that the articles of the sett as to the nomination of 
the First Bailie by the Earl of Panmure, is fallen 
into disuse, never having been exercised since the 
year 1715. 

That both the Bailies are elected out of the 
Council by the Council, the Trades, and the Fra- 
ternities of Seamen, Maltraen, and Land Labour- 
ers, each •)f whom have one vote in the election ; 
and the Dean of Guild is a Councellor es officio^ 
but it is not said how he is elected. 
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The Bailies can only be re-elected 2 years, and 
the Provost 3 years, v/ithout intermission; but 
there is no restriction against the re-election of all 
or any of the Councellors. 

XXX ri. ELGIN. 

Made by a Committee of Convention as arbiters, ht 
1705, and rafified by the Convention, 8th Jidy^ 
I70G. 

Council consists of 14 Merchants and 3 Trades- 
men, in all 17, including a Provost, 4 Bailies, Dean 
of Guild, and Treasurci\ Elected thus: — 

The old Council choose the new Council, and 
the old and new Council choose the Maijistrates 
out of their own number; 3 Merchants and 2 Dea- 
cons Trades Councellors are chosen yearly by the 
Council, in the room of the same number put ofFj 
7 Magistrates continue Councellors after the ex- 
piry of their offices. The Convener is a Councel- 
lor ex officio; but it doQs not appear how he is 
elected. 

The Council are obliged to put off 3 Merchants 
and 2 Tradesmen yearly; but there is no restric- 
tion a2:ainst the re-election of the other Councelc 
lorp, onlv the Bailies cannot be continued in the 

B b '2 
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offices »1m)VC ywf s, nor the Provost m his office 
dbove 3 years, without intermission. 

XXXIIL PEEBLES. 

Council con^iists of a Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean 
of Guild, Treasurer, 11 Councellors, and 1 Dea- 
conjinalliy. Elected thus:-— 

The old Council choose the new, at a Head 
Court of the whole Burgesses, who are asked if 
they have any complaint against any of them; and 
if any is made, it is then heard and discussed. 
Then the whole Magistrates and Council, having 
first supplied any vacancies occasioned by death, 
elect the new Council, and the Officers or Magi- 
strates, out of leets of 3 persons for each, made by 
themselves, and without any restriction against re- 
election of either CounceDors or Magistrates. 
The Deacon, who is a CounceDor ea: oj^cio^ i% 
elected out of a leet of 6 persons made by the 
Trade, which is shortened to 3 by the Magistrates, 
of which 3 the Trade must elect one. 



V . 
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XXXIV. TAIN. 

Appears to have been framed in I7O8, in consequence 

- of a recofmnendation from Coiwention ly a Com^ 

mittee of Convention and the Town Council In 

1730, the Convention allowed the Burgh to elect 

a 3d Bailie. 

The Council consists of 15, including a Provost, 
^ or 3 Bailies, a Treasurer, and Dean of Guild. 
Elected thus:— r 

The old Council choose the new Council, and 
out of the new Council elect the Magistrates. The 
Provost may be re-elected to his office 5 years, the 
Bailies 2 years, withouti ntermission. There is no 
restriction against the re-election of the old Coun- 
cellors into the new Council, except that 4 persons 
must be changed yearly. 

XXXV. CRAIL. 

QthJune, 1711. Tf^ Council declare that because 
heretofore there hath been no formal setty thetf 
fin^ it just mid reasonable that the sett mider* 
written shall be pmtctuaUy observed. 

Council consists of 3 Bailies, a Treasurer, H 
Merchant and 6 Trades Councellors; in aB SU 
Elected thus:«— 
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The old Council choose 2 Merchants and 1 
Tradesman as new CounccUors. The 14 other 
Councellors remam without election, and the 4 
Magistrates are elected by the old and new Coun- 
cil, and 7 Deacons of Trades. 

No provision as to changing any of the Council, 
except the three above-mentioned; and the others 
may remain without change, or be re-elected. 

XXXVL BANFF. 

Dated 1709, and altered from fonner sett in 1704, 
//y tlie authority ofToum Council and Inhabitants, 
at a Head Courts because it changed the haiU 
Council excej}t 4, and the haill Magistraa/. • 

The number of tlie Council is 17, without di- 
stinction of Trades and Merchants, except the 
Deacon Convener and his Assessor Tradesmen. 
Elected thus:— 

Eight persons of the old Council are chosen by 
the old. Council into the new; 8 new CouncellorsL 
are chosen by the old Council; and the Deacon 
Convener is chosen by the Trades; in all 17- 

Out of which the Provost, 4 Bailies, Dean of 
Cuild, and Treasurer, are chosen by the old and 
uov; Council and Deacon Convener. 
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The Magistrates may be re-elected into the same 
office for 3 years. There is no limitation of the 
time for which 8 of the Councellors may be re- 
elected. 

XXXVIL FORFAR. 

26th Jmie^ 1710, The Council agreed^ tliat the Sett 
following should be the Sett in all time coming. 

The Council consists of a Provost, 2 Bailies, a 
Treasurer, 11 Merchant Councellors, and 4 Dea- 
cons; in all 19* Elected thus: — 

The old Council makes a leet of 8 persons for 
the Magistracy, and choose 15 new Councellors, 
but who are not yearly Councellors, and these 15, 
with the 4 Deacons elected by the Trades, along 
with the old Magistrates and Council, elect the 
Provost, Bailies, and Treasurer for the ensuing 
yeai', out of the leets made by the old Council; 
thereafter the new Council of 11 arje elected by 
the old Council. 

The Magistrates may continue 2 or 3 years. 
There is no restriction against the re-election of 
1 1 of the Councellors. 
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XXXVIII. ROTHSAY. 

Council consists of a Provost, 2 Bailies, Trea- 
surer, and Councellors, number not mentioned 
Elected thus:— - 

The old Magistrates and old Council choose 4 
of the oid Council attd one of the old Magistrate 
who choose the whole Council for the ensuing 
year. The old and new Council choose the Ma- 
gistrates out of leets. 

No limitation as to the time of re-election. The 
Officer warns the haill new Council, and does not 
warn if any be set dK 

XXXIX. FORRES. 

Council consists of I7, including Provost, Bai- 
lies, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer. Elected 
thus:— 

Notice is given by tuck (beat) of drum to the 
whole Burgesses, Heritors, and Inhabitants, pla- 
cading on the Cross, and other usual advertise- 
ments. Then the old Council chooses the new, 
and are changed yearly as occasion offers; the new 
Council chooses the Magistrates, and puts off or 
takes on, or continues them, as the circumstan.ce 
of tiie place requires. 
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It id certified in I7II, that the sett bita beeu 
unaltered for many years* 

No provision against the re-election of the same 
Councilors or Magistrates. 

XL. RUTHERGLEN. 

It appears that the Magistrates, with the con- 
sent of the Inhabitants in I67I, because of divi- 
sions on account of the practice of the Provost 
and Bailies, to elect, and continue a Council by 
themselves, altered the sett, and this sett was al- 
tered again in lyiO^ 

By the new sett in 1671, the Council was to 
consist of 15 Councellors, besides a Provost and 
2 Bailies, in all 18. Elected thus: — 

The Trades of Smiths, Weavers, and Tailqrs^ 
give in a list of 6 each, in all 18, out of which the 
Provost and 2 Bailies shall choose three Councel- 
lors out of each, in all 9. 

The 4th Trade of Tailors shall give a list of 4 
persons, out of which the Provost and 2 Bailies 
shall choose two Councellors; and the remanent 
Burgesses and Inhabitants of the said Burgh and 
territory, bearing scot and lot, shall give in a le ^ 

c c 
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of 8 persons, out of which the said Pwvost and 
2 Bailies shall choose 4 Councellors. 

The old Provost and Common Council, with SO 
other additional persons to be chosen by them, 
shall choose the Provost and 2 Bailies* 

The Provost and Bailies must be changed year- 
ly, and cannot be continued; but there is no li- 
mitation of re-election of the other Councellors* 
The act of the Council 1710, enacts that no per- 
son shall be Provost who has not been one year a 
Baihe; a Bailie who has not been one year a Trea- 
surer; or a Treasiu-er, or any of. the other Magi* 
strates, unless he be an ordinary Burgess, having 
his residence therein, and ^13 Scots of land he^ 
longing thereto, during his office, 

XLI, NORTH BERWICK. 

The sett says, the ancient constitution preserv- 
ed inviolable according to the Charter. The Char« 
ter, as returned, contains no constitution nor clause 
of election. 

The Council consists of 12, elected thus;— 

The old Council elect 2 new Councellors^for the 
next year, and these % with the old Council, in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ail 14, dect 2 ij^ied and a Treasurer, out of leets 
of the old Council made by themselves} thereafter 
the 14, or at least a quorum of 5 of the 14, reduce 
the ranaining Councellors by striking off 2 to 7> 
sdiddng the total number IQ. ^ ■ ' 

No limitation as to the time either Councellors 
or Officers may continue in Council, only two of 
the Council must be changed yearly^ 

XLII. CULLEN. 

The Council consists of 3 Bailies, a Dean of 
Guild, a Treasurer, and 21 Councellors j in all 26. 
Elected thus:— 

Each of the old Council leets 2 persons, and the 
whole Council chooses one of those 2 to be on the 
new Council till the number be full; each of the 
3 Bailies makes a list of 4 persons, out of which 
12 the Bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and 
Council old and new, choose 6, out of which 6 
the 3 Magistrates are elected. Then the Dean of 
Guild and Treasurer make each leets of two j out 
q{ the first leet the Dean of Guild is chosen, and 
out of the 2d leet the Treasurer is chosen, by the 
whole Magistrates and Council. 

There is no limitation or restriction against a 
G c2 
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CoiiticeUorleeting himself with another, or ag^nst 
his being re-elected as a new Councellor. 

Nor is there any restoiction against the former 
Magistrates and OflSce Bearers \mag Iceted and 
re-elected by the Council. 

XLIIL LAUDER. 

Certified to the House of Commons in I788, 

The Council consists of 15 Councellors and two 
Bailies, without distinction of Merchants and 
Tradesmen; in all I7. Elected thus: — 

The whole old Council make choice of 4 new 
Councellors, then the old Council, with those 4, 
making 21, make a leet of any 4 Councellors with 
the 2 then Bailies, and those 6 being removed, the 
remaining 15 out of that leet choose 2 Bailies; 
then each of these Bailies strikes out 2 from the 
list of the old Council, leaving of the old Coun- 
<jil 13, if the Bailies are re-elected, and if not, 11. 

There is no limitation against the re-election of 
^Bailies and Councellors, only four of the Council 
of the preceding year must be changed; but there 
is no restriction against changing the four new 
Councellors of the preceding year, leaving the 
others as before^ -. ^ 
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XLIV. KILKENNY. 

The Council consists of 3 Bailies, Treasurer, 
and 11 Burgesses, without distinction of Merchants 
and Tradesmen; in all 15. Elected thus: — 

The old Council elect the new Council; then 
Ae Bailies make out a leet of nine, of which they 
are always 3, and the Treasurer makes a leet of 3 
persons, of which he is always one, and out of 
these leets the three Bailies and Treasurer of the 
ensuing year are elected by the votes of the old 
Bailies, Council, and whole qualified Burgesses. 

There is no restriction against the old Couacil 
re-electing themselves, that is 11 out of 15. 

In the same manner the Bailies and Treasurer 
may be re-elected out of leets, but not by the 
Council alone, but by the Council and qualified 
Burgesses, so that four may be changed yearly. 

XLV. ANNAN. 

23d June 1712. The Magistrates and Council 
declare and ordain, that the following hath been, 
now is, and shall be the sett of our Burgh in time 
coming. 

The Council consists of a Provost, three Bailies, 
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a Treasurer, a Dean, and 13 Councellors without 
distinction of Merchants and Trades j in all 19.— 
The mode of election is not mentioned. 

XLVI. SANQUHAR. 

The return states, that the Burgh had no sett» 
and that in July 1713, the Convention remitted 
to theCommissioners for Dumfries, Kirkcudbi^ht, 
Annan, and Lochmaben^ to make a sett for the 
Burgh, and report. The sett they made, after 
considering the Charters, is, — 

The Council to consist of a Provost, 3 Bailies, 
Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, with 11 Councel- 
lors, Heritors, Merchants, and Tradesmen, Bur- 
gesses Residentersj in all I7. Elected thus:— 

The old Council shall choose the new j that none 
of the old Council shall continue longer than one 
year, unless they be chosen again; and that four 
at least shall be annually changed. There is no 
restriction against there-election of the remaining 
13 Councellors. 

XLVIL NEW GALLOWAY. 

Is not dated. Returned to the House of Com- 
mons in 1788. 

;Recites, That by the Charter, l6th January 
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16^, power is given to the Inhabitants of the Burgh, 
and Council and Community of the same for the 
time, to elect Magistrates and Councellors, and 
Commissioners to Parliament, with power to Pro- 
vost, Bailies, and their successors to make and con- 
stitute laws, acts, and statutes, for the Govern- 
ment of the Burgh* 

That by immemorial custom, the Council con- 
sists of a 'Provost, two Bailies, a Dean of Guild, 
- Treasurer, and 15 Councellors, without any dis- 
tinction of Tradesmen and Mferchants; in all 20. 
i^cicted thus: — 

The Provost names 3, and each of the Bailies 
one Councellor; these 5 name one each, and these 
Sd 5 name one each; in all 15. The Councellors 
then choose a Provost and 2 Bailies, different from 
any elected into the Council. There is nothing 
said of the Election of Treasurer and Dean of 
Guild. 

There is no limitation of the re-election of any 
of the persons in the Council, except that the 
Provost and Bailies cannot be <:hosen out of any 
elected into the Council. 

Differs materially from the sett in the Books of 
Convention, where the number of the Magistrates 
and Council a^ipear only to be 15 instead of 20. 
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XLVIII. QUEENSFERRY. 

Decree hy Convention^ VJth July^ 1710, 

The Council consists of 18 Councellors, and 2^ 
or 3 Deacons; in all 20 or 21, including Magis- 
trates, whose names are not mentioned, f seamen, 
^ landsmen. 

The election is, nearly unintelligible. — The an- 
cient custom is declared inviolably to be observed 
as to the number of electors, viz. — The 18 old 
Councellors, and 14 Burgesses, two or three of the 
Deacons being of that number, and those choose 
the Magistrates and Council, 2 or 3 Deacons being 
always of the Council. 

It does not appear how the Burgesses are chosen, 
for though there is a poll at the election 1710, yet 
in in all time thereafter it is declared that the elec- 
tion sliall be according to former old custom not 
explained. 

In case of the absence of any of the Council or 
warned Burgesses, electors, the Magistrates and 
Council shall fill up the vacancies, f seamen and 
^ landsmen J and if not so many seamen, landmen 
to be allotted to supply their places. 

XLIX. KINTORE. 
The Council, consists of 9, with the Magistrates* 
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whose names or numbef 19 not macitioned. Elec- 
ted thus:— 

J The old Council, consisting of nine, with the 
^Magistrates, choose new Magistrates, and then 
nei the old Council, with the new Magistrates, cboose 
the new Council. * 

There is no restriction as to re-election of the 
same persons. 

^ L. INVERURY. 

The sett, as delivered to Convention in I7IO, is 
exactly the same with Kintore, without specifying 
the Magistrates. But by a sett, certified the 1st of 
^ October I788, to have been observed for 40 years 
1^ past, the number of Magistrates is mentioned, be- 
^ ing a Provosti 3 Bailies, Dean of Guild and Trea- 
surer, and S CounceJlors; in all Q; all being Inha- 
bitants, except that one or two some years may 
1)^ live some distance, biit must be Burgesses. 
a 

'^ The mode of election is not specified by the new 
^^ sett, only the Magistrates order the Town Officer 
to advertise the day of Election to the whole Citi- 
zens, that every person concerned may appear at 
Court. In neither sett is there any restriction 
against re-election. 

Dd 
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LI. INVERBERVIE. 

Certified, 1709, to have been and now to be 
the custom. 

'The Council consists of a Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean 
of Guild, and Treasurer, and 9 Councellors; in 
alll5. 

The old Council choose the 6 Magistrates, and ^ 
the Temaining 9 Councellors. No restriction as 
to re-election. 

LIL STRANRAER. 

1711. The Council declare thefoUomng to have 
been the accustomed sett. 

The Council consists of a Provost, 2 Bailies, 
.and 15 Councellors, including Dean of Guild, 
and Treasurer J in all 18. Elected thus:— 

The Provost and 2 Bailies, or two of them, 
divide the 15 Councellors into three lists of 5 each, 
Ihose 5 are removed per Tices, and the remainder 
vote whither all or any of them shall be continu- 
ed for the next year; and if all or any are not 
continued, a like number of Burgesses is immediate- 
ly elected to make up tlie number of 15 Coun- 
cellors. then the Magistrates make a leet of three 
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for the Provost, and four of the Council for Bai- 
lies, out of which the Council elect the Provost 
and Bailies^ 

Then they elect which of the CounceUors they 
please the Dean of Guild and Trciisurer. 

The Provost is only continued 2 years. 

There is no restriction against the continuance 
of the Council, the vote being whither ail or any 
of them shall be continued CounceUors or nota 

LIU. WHITHORN. 

The Council consists of a Provost, 2 Bailies^^ 
and 15 CounceUors; in aU 18* Elected thus: — 

The Councfl changes three of their number 
every year, and elect three others in their place j 
the other 15 CounceUors may be continued with- 
out change* 

Out of these 18 the whole new Council choose 
the Magistrates, who cannot continue in that 
office above 2 years. 

Thefe i* na restriction against the re-cleci»a 
of CounceUors by themselves, except taat o per* 
sons must go out yearly/ 

J> d^ 
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No distinction of Trades and Merchants; new 
Council does not mean new Councellors, for 15 
of the old may be re-elected* 

LIV. DINGWALL. 

Appears to huve been established in 1710« An Act 
and sett of the Magistrates and Council con^ 
certed with the neighbouring Burrowes by ap- 
pointment qf Convention is approved qf by m 
Act of Council of that date. 

The Council consists of 15, including the Pro- 
vost, 2 Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, 
without distinction of Trades and Merchants. 
Hected thus:— 

The old Council choose the new Council of re- 
sident Merchants, Tradesmen, or Heritws, and 
from this new Council the old Council choose, <mt 
of leets, the Provost, Bailies, Dean of Guild, and 
Treasurer, without being restricted to have the old 
Magistrates on the leets. The Bailies may be 
contiuued five years, the other Magistrates only 
three years, and shall be Councellors the year 
after the expiry of their oflSces. It is declared that 
no persop shall be a Magistrate tMl he has been 
two years a Couneellor, and that two at least Bf 
the Council be changed every year. 
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It af^ars that the words new Council doe» not 
mean different persons from the old Coune^tfi^ 
for only two Councellors must necessarily be 
changed every year. 

LV. SELKIRK. 

No date to the written sett produced to the House 
of Commons. 

The Council consists of 93^ viz. two BaSies^ 
one Dean of Guild, and one Treasurer, two dd 
Bailies, old Dean of Guild, and old Treasurer, 
five Deacons of Trades, and five colleagues, 10 
Merchant Councellors, and five Trades Councel- 
lors j in all 23. Elected thus:— 

The 4 cid Magistrates are continued in Council 
without election the year after going out of office;, 
the Trades elect their 5 Deacons out of Jeets 
shortened by Council, and 5 colleagues apparent- 
ly without leets. The whole Council, with the 
new Deacons, elect the 4 Magistrates. The whole 
Council elect 5 Trades Councellors, and as many 
Merchant Councellors as make the number of the 
Council 3S. 

There is no restriction as to re-election. — This 
sett differs entirety from the sett sent the Coiiveii- 
tion in 1709? also produced, by which it is said the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fl4 

whole Coumcil and Magistrates were continue^ 
and not chosen yearly. 

LVL CULROSS. 

Appears to kccvc been framed ly Act ofXkmoen^ 
tion 1658. 

Council consists of 6 Trafficking Merchants^ 
and 6 Seafaring Men or Inland Traders, 7 Trades 
Cduncellors, of whom 5 are Deacons; in all 19* 
All of them chosen by the old Council. 

The 7 Deacons vote in the election of Magi- 
strates, but the Trades Councellors cannot be both 
Trades Bailie and Deacon the same year. 

The Moderator of the Town Council to have 
two votes J it is not said by whom he is appointed* 

No limitation whatever of re-election^ 
LVII. WICK. 

Date of the usage not mentioned. Burgh erected 
in 1589- 



The Council to consist of 10„ included a Pro* 
\ vost and two Bailies. 



• 
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By the Charter the Magistrates were to be chosen 
by the advice of the Earl of Caithness, so that 
the constant ^sett was to allow the Earl to be Pro-, 
vost, and to. choose one of the Bailies, and the 
Provost and Bailies to nominate 7 Councellors; 
but now the Earl of Caithness not concerning him- 
self with the Provostrie, the town has been in use 
to choose their Provost and Bailies by the plurality 
of the poll, and the Provost and Bailies to nomi- 
nate 7 Councellors, with a Dean of Guild and 
Treasurer; in all IS. 

LVIIL FORTROSE. 

Appears to have been made by the Magistrates 
in 1711, for regulating their Elections in time 
coming. 

Council consists of 15, including Provost, 3 
Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treasurer, without 
distinction of Merchants and Trades. Elected 
thus:— 

The whole Council elect the whole new Coun- 
-cil without any restriction, except that they must 
change at least two of the old Councellors, and 
elect two new Councellors in their place. 

The new Council to elect Magistrates from 
among themselves, who shall not continue more 
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iimn 9 years.' From this it appears that new Coiin- 
cil does not mean new Councellors. 

LIX. CAMPBELTON. 

No sett returned by the Magistrates, but the 
clause of the election in the Charter is in Appeii* 
dix (A.) The sett in the books of Conventifm 
produced, directs that the Council shall consist of 
17, including a Provost, 2 Bailies, Dean of Guilds 
and Treasurer. Elected thus: — 

The Magistrates and Council elect 4 new Coun» 
cellors in place of 4 of the old that are turned off; 
the Provost and Bailies are chosen by the cAd and 
new Council out of leets given by the Duke of 
Argyle. The Magistrates may be continued two 
years in oflSce^ and the Bailies are Councellors the 
year after the expiry of their office; the Provost 
is a Councellor for life. There is no other restric- 
tion against re-election but that 4 Councellc»FS go 
off yearly. 

This sett is not returned, but a letter written 
by the Earl of Argyle, 1st June, I7OO, appointing 
the Magistrates, and informing them, " We shall 
" give you instructions by the next to choyse your 
" Commissioners for the current Parliament,'' 
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LX. KIRKWALL- 

Made by Act of Council for a particular Elec^ 
tion, year 1712, and to be in all time thereafter 
as follows: — 

The Council shall consist of a Provost, Dean of 
Guild, 4 Bailies^ and Treasurer, and 16 Councel- 
lors, of whom 4 Deacons of Trades j in all 23. 
Elected thus: — 

The Council make a leet of 2 of the Council, 
with the present Provost, and 4 of the Council, 
with the present 4 Bailies, out of which the pre- 
sent Magistrates are elected by the Burgesses and 
Trades; each Burgess to have one vote, and each 
Trade to have two votes by their Deacon or eldest 
Craftsman. 

The Provost continues two, and the Bailies one 
year, but both may be continued longer if re- 
elected j then the Provost and Bailiei^ so elected 
choose a- Dean of Guild and Treasurer 5 then the 
Provost and Bailies, Dean of Guild and Treasur- 
er, choose the new Council, but the Magistrates 
changed continue Councellors. The Magistrates 
and Council, out of a leet of two, wittf the old 
Deacon given in by each Craft, elect their respec- 
tive Deacons. 

E e 
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No limitation of re-election of any kind. The 
Provost and Bailies are chosen by the Burgesses 
and Trades out of leets of the Council made by 
the Council; and the persons so chosen have the 
substantial power of choosing the new Council. 



APPENDIX (d.) 



Table of fhe Rate of Ea^pence of Collecting Cess 
on the Sum levied to pay Government^ as taken 
from the returns in 45 Burghs. 





Per Cent. 




Percent. 


Culross .... 


2A 


Glasgow . . 


. 7i 


Peebles .... 


^i 


Montrose b . 


. 8 


Renfrew . . . . 


% 


Kirkcaldy. . 


. 8| 


Inverurie . . » 


3| 


'Aberdeen c . 


. 9 


Edinburgh a . 


^ 


Cullen . • . 


. 9 


Stirling .... 


5 


Elgin .... 


. 91 


Whitehorn . . 


5 


Dundee d . 


. 9§ 


Jedburgh . . . 


H 


Inverness e . 


. 9f 


Queensferry. . 


6# 


Dumfries . . 


. 10 


Lanark .... 


61 


Ipverkeithing 


, lOf 
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PerdnU 


Per Cent. 


Kinghom . . 


. 10§ 


Banff/ . . . 


20 


Linlithgow • 


. llf 


Dunbar g . . . 


20f 


Kirkwall. . . 


•• llf 


Inverbervie . . 


23f 


Irvine. . . . 


. 12 


Kirkcudbright 


25t 


Lauder . . , 


. 12 


Nairn . , , . 


2(i| 


Perth . . . . 


, . ISf 


St. Andrews . 


26f 


Dunfermline 


. 13| 


Dingwall. . . 


28^ 


Haddington 


..13^. 


Tain ..... 


28f 


Dysart . . 


. . 15 


Wigton . . . 


2Sf 


Kilrenny . 


' • ^H . 


Burntisland . . 


35 


Stranraer . 


• • 15^ 


Cupar .... 


36f 


Brechin . 


. . 20 


Rothsay . .. . 


39 


Arbroath . 


. . 20 







a The rate in this Borough' is 8|, exclusive of 
deficiencies according to the return; but ^ of the' 
salary is paid for collecting a tax of j&l^oO for the 
Gity Guard, besides what is paid tbr collecting 
taxes for firemen. Sec. the amount not specified j 
and therefore f of the salary, being the least sum 
stated, should be c&,rried to the extra exaction,^^ 
being for an action that has' no relation whatever 
to the land-tax. 

b The Cess is sold by public roup, and the de- 
ficiencies fall on the purchaser. 



ze 2. 
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c The rate on the whole sum levied, including 
the extra exaction and Collector's salary of £40^ 
for which he finds security to make good the de- 
ficiencies in the Collection, not 4^ per cent, there 
being only paid to the Government about one-half 
of the sum actually levied. 

d For this salary the Collector finds security ta 
answer all deficiencies in the collection. 

e This about 6^ on the whole sum, including 
deficits, and the extra exaction. 

y* This is little more than 4^ on the whole sum 
levied, including the extra exaction, which is be- 
tween three and four times the amount of the sum 
paid Government. 

g About 10 per cent, on the whole sum levied^ 
including the extra exaction. 
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APPENDIX (e.) 



AuouifT of the Gross Revenues Jbr the tf ear 1788, 
as contamed in the Returns from the Royal 
Burghs oj Scotland. 

1. Edinburgh,..^ £\d355 13 7/^ 

«. Perth 3646 19 m 

S. Aberdeen 2849 19 9^ 

4. Stirling 1480 15 ^ 

5. Haddington 559 18 6^ 

6. Montrose 606 10 9^ 

7. Dumfries 1224 18 lojff 

8. Inverness... 467 15 2^ 

Do. Seats 



of a new 

Church.. 90 10 



\ 557 16 O^f 



9. Burntisland... 

10. Brechin 

11. Kirkcudbright 351 

12. Dunfermline 

13. Dunbar 

14. Lanark i 

15. Aberbrothwick » 

16. Elgin 



156 13 


-I'h 


214 1 


11,^ 


351 15 


3 


366 9 


m 


668 17 





284 13 


1-^ 


864 1 


m 


198 11 


9^ 
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17. Peebles £ 272 10 9 

18. Tain 94 3 S^ 

19. Culross.... 32 15 4^ 

20. Banff 24^ 7 1^ 

21. Whithorn 40 7 7t^ 

22. Forfar 353 18 2-}^ 

23. Rothsay ' m 13 11^ 

24. Nairn. 48 1 5^. 

25. Forres 204 2 7^ 

26. North Berwick 26 14 4 

27. Lauder 85 4 

28. Kih-enny 4 2 

29. Annan 205 4 6^ 

30. Sanquhar 47 2 

31. Queensferry 39 17 9 

32. Fortrose 24 14 2 

34. Inveruiy 9 12 6^ 

35. Glasgow 7239 13 7^ 

36. Inverbervie 34 11^ 

37. Rutherglen 188 14 6 

38. Kirkcaldy 284 II 11 

39. Dumbarton 357 10 9^ 

40. Renfrew 391 12 11 

41. Linlithgow S95 8^ 

42. St. Andrews 308 4 0^ 

43. Dysart II7 3 Sj^^ 

44..Kinghorn 146 8; 8 

45. Wigtown 140 5 3^^ 

46. Campbeltown 152 16 

47' Stranraer 114 15 Q 
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48. Irvine £ 554> 15 3^ 

49. Cupar 859 10 11^ 

50. Inverkeitbing 220 12 1^ 

51. Dingwall 59 3 1 

52. Cullen S& 10 8j^ 

53. Kirkwall. 64 8 6 

M. Jedburgh,. 309 13 7t^ 

55. Dundee 2820 8 8^ 

56. Anstruther Easter 37 8 6 

57- Ayr. 679 2 6^ 

58. Crail 133 10 11^ 

59. New Galloway 8 1 10 

60. Inverary 52 15 

€1. Wick 6 5 

64. Selkirk 284 

65. Lochmaben 87 19 S^ 

m. Domock. 12 7 

^^44783 14 6^ 

■ I I W^l— ^1 ■ I ■ I III * 

3S. Kintore, no Revenue. 

62. Pittenweem made no Return. 

%3. Anstruther Wester made no Return. 
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Extract of Part of the Commission of King Charles 
II. \Qth June, 1684. 

Nosq; intelligentes quod in pluribus regalibus 
nostris burgis bonum publicum reditu^ et patrimo- 
nium a magistratibus pro tempore, aut profuse di- 
lapidantur, aut privatim decoquuntur, et plerumq; 
in fines et usus prorsus alios quam per leges appli- 
cari ordinantur, aut quam per benignas donationes 
nostras nostrorumve illustrissimorum progenito- 
rum destinata et allocata fuere, applicantur: spe- 
ciatim vero, quod regalia nostra burga, absq; uUa 
necessitate debita contraxerunt; et postquam do- 
nationes et concessiones a nobis nostrisque prede- 
cessoribus ad debita ilia persolvenda omnino suffir- 
cientes obtinuere, et postquam ex civium consensu 
onera ad dicta debita persolvenda sunt imposita, 
nihilominus eadem debita majori ex parte, in plu- 
rimis nostris burgis, insoluta remanent^ atque re- 
ditus, emolumenta et proficua, a publico bono burgi, 
amplissimis et benignis nostris donationibus, et ci- 
vium liberis sufi&agiis, et consensu ezsurgentia, 
magnopere consumuntur et indebite applicantur, 
undenon solum murmurs et querimonia^ quam 
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pluritne in burgis oriuntur, verum etiam illi qui 
magis suo lucro et emolumento privato quam bur- 
gi commodo, munerique et officio magistratus con- 
sulunt, factiones et divisiones in burgo movere in- 
ducuntur, ut seipsos ad officium magistratus elegi 
procurent, utque ipsi, eorumque amici, propinqui 
et clientes in dicto officio continuentur, ut inde 
occasionem habeant bonum publicum, reditusque 
burgi consumendi in praemiis ad amicos suos, et 
burgi factiones continuandos. Qui vero si stricte 
xationem reddere cogerentur de bono publico, re* 
ditibus et patrimonio burgi, et ut eadem necessarie 
et utiiiter applicata fuere in communibus burgi 
commodis et negotiis probare tenerentur, pi*oque 
dilapidatis et indebite applicatis rationem reddere 
cogerentur, eaque burgo persolvere et rependere 
decemerentur, ac aliter pro prava sua administra- 
tione, prout requirunt leges regni, mulctarentur et 
punirentur, prasdicta ilia mala maximopere preve- 
nirentur et mederentur; atque inde raurmura, 
queremoniaBy et contentiones pro officio magistra- 
tes restringentur et sedarentur ; atque mercatores, 
opifices, aliique cives dictorum burgorum diligen- 
ter et quiete artes et vocationes suas prosequeren- 
tur, et burga nostra ben^ et pacifice gubernaren- 
tur, &c. -^ 

. We, &e. Understanding that in many of our Royal Burghs the 
oommon good, revenue and patrimony are, by the Magistrates, for 
the time being, either proibsely squandered or privately made away 
ynih, and are for the most part appropriated to ends and purposes 

Iff 
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eatirdj diiTei^ent from n^t llief are hy tH« laws •rdained to be a]p« 
plied to, and to which they were destined and appointed by our b- 
beral donations, and those of our illustrious progenitors; more espe- 
cially that our Royal Burghs, without any necessity hare contracted 
debts, and after they have obtained donations and grants from us add 
our predecessors sufficient to discharge these debts entii^; tmd hy 
the consent of the Citizens burthens were imposed osk themaehres for 
discharging the said debts; yet, nevertheless, these same debts, er 
the greater part of them remain unpaid in very many of our Burghs s 
and the revenues, emoluments, and profits arising from the common 
good of the Burgh;-— from our very ample and liberal doiiaticms; — 
and what was obtained from their Citizens, by their own eonsent, by 
their free and unconstrained votes; are all remarkabfy vtaSbsi, Bad 
unduly i^lied; whence not only murmurings, and very great 6om« 
plmnts have arisen in the Burghs, but those also who desire the office 
and business of the Magistracy, more for their own gain and private 
emolument, than for the advantage of the Burgh, are induced to ex- 
cite factions and divisions in the Burgh, that they may procure Aem- 
selves to be elected to the oRke of Magistralcy, ^nd thf^ tbef ^ dieit 
friends, relations and dependants, may be continued in the said c^ 
fice, that they may thence have opportunity to consume the common 
good and revenues of the Burgh, in rewards to their friends, and for 
the purpose of Iceeping up factions in the Burgh; — ^but that, if they" 
were compelled to give ^m account of the public good, the revenues 
and patrimony of the Burgh^-and if they were dbliged to p£»iM liks$i 
the same was necessarily and usefully ^>plied for the commoa adva|t<^ 
tage, and on the aSaxra of the Burgh;— sif diey wiere forced to nen- 
der an account of what they dilapidated, and applied in an improper 
manner, — ^were decreed to repay the same to the Burgh,— «nd were 
otherwise fined and punished for their corrupt <x>nduct in the adnusi* 
stration, as the laws of the kingdom require, — all these^ a^^aiUt 
«vi]s would in a great measure be |M>evented and cured; and also the 
murmurs, quarrels and contentions for the ei^ce ef t&e Mi^istracy 
would be prevented and set at rest, and the Merehauts, Tradesmen, 
and other Citizens would diligently and quietly fellow thc^ art^ aiid 
callings, and our Burghs would be \fell and peaceably go v< j!r n^ Aic; 
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26, Of the chvsing of Officiars in Burgh^ and 
bringing of the compts of their comvioun gudes 
zeirly in the Checker^ 

Item, Because all our Soveraine Lords Burrowes 
ar put to povertie, wasted, and destroyed in their 
gudes and policie, and almaist ruinous throw fault 
of using of Merchandice, and that throw being 
of Out-landes men, Provest, Baillies, and Alder- 
men within Burgh, for their awLn particular weill, 
in consuming of the comraoun gudes of Burrowes, 
granted to them be om Soveraine I^rd, and his 
Predecessours, Kings of Scotland ^ for the uj>I)ald 
of honestie and policie witliin Burgh ; It is li£re- 
fore statute and ordained, that na man in time 
cumming, be chosen,- Provest, Baillies, or Alder- 
men into Burgh, bot they that ar honest and sub- 
stantious Burgess, Merclixmdes, and indwellers 
of the said Burgh, under the pain of tinsel of 
their freedoms, quha dois in the controir. And 
that na man dwelland within Burgli, purchase 
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Lordship out of Burgh, in ony his action or quar- 
raJ, to molest, trouble, or give feare and dreddour to 
his Nichtbour and partie, under the paine contei- 
ned in the acts and statutes maid thereupon of 
before. And that all Provestes, Baillies, and Al- 
dermen of Burrowes, bring zeirly to the checker, their 
comptattheday set,forgiving of their compts buiks, 
of their common gudes, to be seen and conesid- 
ered be the Lords Auditours, gif the samin be 
spended for the common weill of the Burgh, or 
not, under the paines foresaids. And that the 
saidis Provest, Baillies, and Aldermen of everie 
Burgh warne zeirly, fifteen dales before their cum- 
ming to the Checker, all they quha likis to cum, 
for the examining of the sadis compts, that they 
may argunne and impugne the samin, as thej 
please, swa that all murmure may cease in that 
behalfe. 



(iiClilliam attu i^avf. 



PARLIAMENT FIRST. 



^%»%»^^%i^i^»^i»»»»%» 



Act anent the Common good of Royal Burrows^ 

Our Sovereign Lord and Lady, the King and 
Queens Majesties, considering, that the Royai 
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Burrows of the Kingdom, erected and ProvidecJi 
with their respective publick Goods and Revenues, 
by Their Majesties Royal Ancestors, are of late 
through the Male-administration of the Magis- 
trates, and others to whom the Management of 
the said Publick Goods and Revenues have been 
committed, fallen under great Debts and Burdens, 
to the Diminution of the Dignity of the Estate 
of Burrows, and the disabling of them to serve 
the Crown and Goviernment as they ought; and 
thut the Care, Over-sight and Controul of the 
said publick Goods and Revenues, and of the Ad- 
ministration thereof, doth undoubtedly belong to 
their Majesties, by Virtue oftheir Prerogative Royal, 
liave thought fit to declare in plene Parliament, 
Likeas, they do hereby Declare, that as well for 
what is past, as in time coming, Their Majesties 
will give Commissions one or more to such Persons 
as they shall be pleased to nominate, to enquire 
into the Condition and State of the common Good 
and Revenues whatsomever of all the Royal Bur- 
rows, and how the same hath been heretofore, or 
shall be hereafter employed or misemployed, and 
to call the Malversers and Misemployers to make 
account, and to Ordain and Decern, them and 
every one of them, to refound and repay, or 
otherwise repair the Burgh or Burghs by them 
lesed, as the said Commissioners shall find them 
liable. And their Majesties with Advice and 
Consent foresaid, Declare^ That the Acts and 
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36nt0nccs of the ssud Commissioiiejps ibaU have- 
the Strength and Effect of Acts and Sentences of 
the Court of Exchequer, And fw preventing the 
like Abuses and Misapplications in all time here- 
after, Their Majesties, with Advice and Consent 
foresaid, Statute and ordain. That every Burgh 
Royal within thi$ Kingdom, shall betwixt and the 
ftist Day of November next to come, bring the 
lUirds of Their Majesties Thesaury and Exchequer^^ 
^n exact stated Accompt in Chsurge and Discharge,, 
subscribed by the present Magistrates and Town 
Clerk, of their whole publick Good and Revenues, 
and of the whole Debts and Burdens and Incum- 
brances that do effect the same. And further, 
that it shall not be la^vful for hereafter to the Ma- 
gistrates and Town Council of any Burgh Royal, 
to contract any Debt, or give Bond for the same, 
obliging them and their Successors in Office, with- 
out a previous Act made in the Toun Council, in 
their fullest Convention, both of Merchants and 
Deacons of Crafts, condescending upon the CSuses 
and Uses for which the said Debts are contracted, 
and Bonds granted; certifying the aforesaid Ma- 
gistrates and others who shall contract Debts and 
grant Bonds, without the said previous Actj or 
if the Causes and Uses condescended on in the 
said Act, shall not be found to be just, true and 
real, that in any of the said Cases, the said Con- 
tracters and Subscribers shall be personally liable,^ 
they and their Heirs and Successors in their pri- 
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vat< Fortunes, to relieve and disburden the Town 
of the said Debts: And that by Decreet of the 
Lords of Session, at the Instance of any Burgess 
of any of the said Burghs, who have bom the 
Office of Provost, Bailie, or Dean of Gild within 
the same: But prejudice always to the Right and 
Security of the Party Creditor; As likwise, but 
prejudice to any private Persons Rights, as to 
any of the said Burghs, as accords. 



FINI8- 



13. 



Printed in the Concord Office, No. I» Wallace Cmrf, 
Bell Street, Glasgow, 1818, 
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